
Good Morning.

Among those Christmas cards with robins and mistletoe and pictures of frozen countryside I have 
a favourite.  It is a cartoon of a chorister, a carol singer, hammering on the door of a house and 
singing at the same time.  It is dark; it is cold; it is snowing.  Inside the house there’s a great party 
going on - through the window you can see people in party hats, everybody has a glass in their 
hand and it must be a very noisy party; it is quite clear they cannot hear the carol singer; he is fed 
up;  he sings as loudly as he can - O come on all ye faithful.

Here we are today and I do not say ‘Happy Christmas’ because the day has come and gone.  I hope, 
even in this unusual and difficult time for us all that Christmas 2020 was a time of peace, of joy, of 
thanksgiving and I pray for all those for whom that is not the case.  I also say, ‘Come on!’.  I say that 
to all Christians; I say that to all those who want to believe but who find it so difficult; I say that to 
all of you who belong to other faiths or to none and yet by long habit, still wish to celebrate and 
share Christmas; I say that too, to all of you for whom Christmas is not a happy time because for 
you it is a time of rows and argument, a time of loneliness and pain, a time of grief and sorrow, a 
time when other people’s laughter and joy hurts so much; it is hard to bear.  I say to you all ‘Come 
on, let us get real about Christmas.  

A while ago, before I came to Blagdon and Ubley and Compton Martin, I took an Assembly in a 
primary school before the end of term; as a way of helping the children to understand Christmas, I 
asked what difference it would make if Jesus had not been born.  There were lots of wonderful 
answers - no Christmas tree, no presents, no Christmas story, no Christmas dinner.  After the 
assembly, as they were going out, a ten-year-old boy sidled up to me and said - if Jesus had not 
been born you would be out of a job.  What wisdom!  He was right of course but, wonderfully, I am 
not sacked – yet!  

If you think Christmas is difficult to believe in now, it was not all that different at the first 
Christmas; those who were around then found it difficult too; the Inn Keeper was not bothered; 
the shepherds heard angels sing; the kings followed a star; Herod was alarmed; indifferent; amazed; 
wondering; disturbed.

So, whatever this Christmas has been, I remind you what it is all about; a mother and a baby; about 
a baby pushed out into the world, not in a hospital, not even at home, but in the stable of a city 
pub.  We know the mother’s name was Mary and we know too that her man, Joseph, stood by her.  
They had walked for about seven days, one hundred miles or more, to get to Bethlehem, because 
the government in that country said that is where they had to go.  They really did have to obey 
Government regulations.  We all know what that feels like; you might also be minded that today, 
over two thousand years later, tens of thousands are on the open road; have nowhere to go; live 
without hope.
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The first people, so the story goes, who came to see the baby by the light of a dim candle were 
not particularly nice or good people.  The people who owned the sheep were fast asleep in their 
beds and the shepherds who looked after the flock at night were among the poorest in society.  
They were people who slept rough; you still see people like them on the streets of our towns and 
cities today.  There are people sleeping rough in Bristol and Bath and Taunton and Weston.  The 
shepherds said they saw a light; they had been told this was the son of God; they said they had 
heard angels singing.  How daft can you be - surely no one believes that today?  And yet … and yet 
… what does it mean?

The story still compels you to listen - that is why I can still join that carol singer and sing ‘O come 
on all ye faithful.  The story tries to answer some questions like, ‘who is God, what is life about, 
what does my existence mean?’  How do you discover, not the good life; but the life that is good.  
Christians begin their answer by saying that it starts here at Christmas and there in Bethlehem.  It 
was St John who wrote later that ‘God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son’; John said 
Jesus was The Word made flesh.  The rest of the story of the life of the baby born in Bethlehem 
takes at least a year to tell and for over 2000 years, women and men have told that story, passed it 
from one generation to another; at this time of year they have celebrated the story with a feast.  
Christmas says clearly that God has not forgotten you.  God never will, Christmas is for everyone.

That is why at Christmas you feast; you can be thankful; you eat, drink and are joyful; you are 
moved to hope; you can dance; you can sing; you give gifts and you receive them.  You do it all for 
sheer love, love of life, and love of one another.  Christians say that love came into the world at 
Christmas and they remember that there is nothing love cannot face, there is no limit to its faith, 
its hope, its endurance.  That is why they join their voices with all the angels and the heavenly hosts 
to sing with a great sound, choirs in heaven and choirs on earth … ‘King of kings and Lord of Lords, 
he shall reign for ever and ever, Hallelujah’

Thank you for listening



Prayer
Let us pray to the one God, Creator, Word and Spirit,
that our lives may bear witness to our hope.

Holy God,
more compassionate and faithful
than any human parent,
any human child,
move us in our close relationships
so to imitate your ways
that in failure, hurt, and harm,
we may repent, forgive and be forgiven 
through Jesus Christ.
Amen.


