
Good Morning.

I have shared Advent with you; I have shared Christmas with you; now I share the season of 
Epiphany which started last Sunday.  How can I explain it?  Well, Epiphany celebrates that God 
came to us in Jesus Christ.  It starts with the visit of Three Kings – they were not of the Jewish 
nation; from the very beginning the season helps you understand that Jesus had come for everyone: 
yes, everyone.  That idea took a lot of working through in the early days of the Church after Easter.  
This short season, also tells how Jesus came to be known in his own day – his baptism, his 
presence at a wedding; in short how he became what, today would be called a celebrity.  How then 
can I explain it?

I want to give Epiphany a meaning that shows how Christians today still are witness that God is in 
our world and in your life; that is why the Church must involve itself in the life of community and 
society today.  Some religious people see themselves as removed from the world; we call them 
‘sects’; in a self-absorbed society they grow in number, become strident, and sometimes dangerous.  
I speak from inside a Church standing for something I believe is consistent with the life of Jesus and 
with Scripture.  The Church is not removed from the joy or sorrow, the success or failure, the 
struggle and endeavour of daily life; it encourages a personal faith practised in the place where you 
live.  

It may be difficult to make a case for the United Kingdom to be regarded in a meaningful way as a 
Christian, or even a religious nation; by that I mean seeing its national life under the overshadowing 
presence of God.  Recent evidence shows the truth of that when in COVID-19 lockdown the 
regulations lumped faith under leisure and entertainment.  How far have we fallen?  Even in these 
tense and difficult days I want to speak the gospel of hope rooted in faith.

Speaking about Jesus Christ is compelling; but there are problems.  Casual conversation with Jesus 
as an intimate friend is natural for some; for others, it embarrasses; awe and wonder and mystery 
seem diminished.  Some say the Church should be like the Bible prophets; champions of the poor 
and the dispossessed, the homeless, the oppressed, the marginalised; should concern itself with the 
morality of the marketplace.  ‘That’, they say, ‘is the real deal’.  Others say personal faith is all that 
counts.  So, do you say, ‘tell me’, or do you say, ‘show me’?  Whichever it is, (and I spoke about this 
in Advent), darkness has never won the battle against light.  In Jesus, God can be seen.  

The words we use about faith will mean nothing if they are devoid of experience.  Think of the 
word Salvation.  Any definition of salvation should include the word wholeness; it must have 
something to say about our attitudes.  Scripture teaches that evil is rooted not only in the human 
heart but in the principalities and powers, that is, in the structures of society.  According to 
Scripture, social sin often goes hand in hand with the inability to recognise sin at all.  Scripture 
describes this as blindness.  
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Sometimes you can find yourself uneasily present in destructive social organisations; perhaps you 
are unaware of it.  You may hear a denial of any link between illness and deprivation, or crime and 
hopelessness that goes with the knowledge of being homeless or unemployed; we are barely 
conscious of the harm done to others.  Tenaciously we may cling to beliefs and symbols that make 
institutions seem so right and good; easily we overlook the sin built into the system; denying 
wholeness that is salvation.  While we defend ourselves, lives are destroyed; our humanity eaten 
away.  On such grounds the slave trade was defended, racism is condoned, sexual abuse is ignored, 
sexism is laughed at, the unequal distribution of the world’s wealth is accepted.  

How then to live a life of faith; a life to honour the gospel of Jesus Christ?  

It is simple but it is so hard.  To the Church of Corinth, a Church confused in its thinking about 
morals and about its mission, St Paul said that preaching, and prophecy and conviction about faith, 
even to die for faith, were all without meaning, if there was no love.  He gave them as he gives us 
now, knowledge of the nature of God and God’s gifts; the greatest of those gifts is love.

The work of the Church, the work of a healthy Church is clear - it is ‘to do Epiphany’; to make 
known the presence of Christ in his world … to make him visible through the Churches of our 
community; in acts of care and love; by these he is known in a culture that increasingly pays him lip 
service but is hostile, deeply hostile, to his message.  Such a Church will need to clarify its 
allegiance and its identity; Christians will need to learn once more to live a life that is different in 
ways that really matter; in ways that show plainly the vitality of the life of Christ among us.  Do not 
turn away from or despise the inheritance that is yours by right; it is the wonderful gift of faith; it is 
just that, a gift;  it is your choice to receive it, to be thankful for it, and to use it.  

To end; I share with you the wisdom of a most wise and caring man who died at the end of last 
year; he speaks from that most wonderful tradition that was the foundation of our Lord’s own life 
and faith.  Rabbi Jonathan Sachs wrote this:

I believe faith 
is part of what makes us human. 

It is a basic attitude of trust 
that always goes beyond the available evidence, 

but without which 
we would do nothing great. 

Without faith in one another 
we could not risk the vulnerability of love. 

Without faith in the future 
we would not choose to have a child.  

Without faith in the intelligibility of the universe 
we would not do science.  

Without faith in our fellow citizens 
we would not have a free society.

Thank you for listening 



Prayer
The prayer I share with you is comes from the Iona Community.  In fact, it the lyrics to the well 
known Epiphany tune, God rest ye, merry gentlemen.  

Let us pray.

God bless us and disturb us as we celebrate the feast,
which marks how heaven’s highest came to earth to be the least.
Lest we consign to Satan’s power all those whose joy has ceased;

O come, Christ the saviour from below, from above
and infect the depths of earth with heavenly love.

Where single-parent families cannot cope with Santa Claus;
where patient folk around the world work for peace without applause;
where politicians hide behind smooth talk and senseless laws;

O come, Christ the saviour from below, from above
and infect the depths of earth with heavenly love.

Where dealers thrive on heroin while users writhe in pain;
where helpless mothers watch their children’s lives go down the drain;
where hope’s a hit, a shot, a score, and death becomes a gain;

O come, Christ the saviour from below, from above
and infect the depths of earth with heavenly love.

To Bethlehem, to Afghanistan, Whitehall and Washington;
to where a star is needed, since the dark is doubly dark;
to where our lives require the Lord to set on them his mark;

O come, Christ the saviour from below, from above
and infect the depths of earth with heavenly love.

Amen.

T: God rest ye, merry gentlemen
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