
Good Morning

Easter is just too big; it is beyond words; whatever way I tell the story, and what a story, whatever 
words I use to tell you about this day; justice will not be done.  Over 2000 years ago, whether you 
are a Christian or not, the future of the world transformed.  So awful, so terrible, so wonderful was 
the experience that one of the gospel writers tells you that when the women fled the tomb, they 
said nothing to anyone.

You are thinking people.  You are right to ask questions about the resurrection; if no other you ask, 
simply, ‘what can it mean’?  Here’s my attempt at an answer in the year of our Lord 2021, in a 
world in turmoil, whether it be Climate Change, or the ravages of the unseen enemy, COVID-19.  
What can resurrection mean?

Come with me into a room; in this room are three distraught people - nothing matters any more.  
They expect no answers to the questions they ask; after the past 24 hours they know none of 
their questions will ever be answered.  They cling to one another; they have no appetite for food.

Notice first the woman - she is in middle-age and her hair is streaked with grey.  Her lined face is 
ravaged with grief.  She is a widow; for thirty-three years she has kept a secret in her heart.  We 
know nothing of her save that she came from the country; we know now of her conviction that 
she carried within her the Son of God.  There had been moments of great joy mixed with anxiety, 
not least last Sunday; we call it Palm Sunday; since then she has watched appalled and wept much; 
fears were well founded; hopes dashed.  What does the future hold; what did the life; the death of 
her Son, Jesus, mean?

Look now at the two men.  One is John, the other is Peter.  The place where they are is John's 
house in Jerusalem - we know why.  Close to death Jesus had charged John 'behold your Mother’; 
the Gospels tell you he took her ‘into his own home’.  We also know that Peter was there as the 
events unfold later.  I shall come back to that.  

Use your mind; use your imagination; your heart will be lifted; that is what you need on Easter 
Morning.  Do not believe five unbelievable things before breakfast but use God's gift of imagination 
to enter the resurrection experience; do it by knowing how it was for those whose lives were 
shattered by the events of Good Friday; those same lives are amazed, gloriously amazed this very 
morning.  I think today of all those in our own community, our own nation, our world, broken 
beyond belief by the COVID-19 pandemic.  Help them to know all is not lost; there is life, life in 
abundance, given us by the risen Christ.
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You will first know the risen Christ; because you love.  



I go back to the account of this day.  Mary was not the only one John brought back to his own 
home on the evening of Good Friday.  Because he was there on Easter Day, probably John took 
Peter back as well as Mary.  What turmoil of mind he must be in.  I will not dwell on this now; 
Peter is consumed by his own betrayal of Jesus.  It is John, the disciple filled with love, who leads 
him back to his own home.

I tell you of a night of weeping; many homes; so many people know that today.  Then, it was a dark, 
dark prelude to a remarkable day.  Early in the morning there is a woman, running, breathless.  A 
sudden hammering on the door; Peter, John, Mary are startled; perhaps their arrest had come.  But 
no, it was Mary Magdalene.  She had met the Risen Christ; she recognised the Risen Christ; she 
knew it was the Risen Christ - why, because … she … loved.  That is how you will first know the 
risen Christ; because you love.  

Debate about the resurrection will go on till the end of time; it should; it will generate more heat 
than light.  For you?  Never stop looking for the Risen Christ in your life - you will find him 
wherever love is; that is how it was; that is how it is; that is how it will be.  Christ will make himself 
known to those who love; you will know him when you see him in the Gospels, in the Christian 
community and in the lives of, yes, ordinary people.

Story has always been a wonderful way to convey truth; reason also has its place.  Come again to 
that first day.  John and Peter run to the tomb; John arrives first, Peter follows; no waiting; he 
rushes in; John pauses.  Both see the same sight, but scripture says only John understood - it says 
so - only John saw and believed.  For John, a light was put to the fire, laid since the Galilean days, 
that Jesus was no ordinary person; John knew, he understood; Jesus was the son of God; even 
death could not defeat him.

Peter was no thinker; he was handicapped by his unreason.  If you will not bring your minds to 
bear upon your faith, you also will be handicapped.  What drove Peter that day was the conviction 
that while Jesus may indeed have been risen for John, he could not ever be risen for one who had 
betrayed him as surely as the traitor Judas.

Peter was wrong; to his astonishment he discovers in the days that follow that nobody need, or 
indeed is able to hide from the risen Christ; Christ comes to him on his own; he is healed, he is 
forgiven.  Where and how that took place, we do not know; Paul tells you it was so (1 Cor 
15.1-11).  The Risen Christ, coming to Peter and then to others, becomes the great claim of the 
apostles teaching; it connects the risen Christ with forgiveness - that is the good news, the Gospel, 
the Very Good News I bring you this Easter Day. 

Never forget; you are an Easter People; Alleluia is your song.

Thank you for listening



Prayer

Let us pray to the one God, 
Mother/Father, Word and Spirit,
that our lives may bear witness 
to our love and hope in God

Lord of life, 
you walk our journey of life 
with us and through us;
lead us Lord, lead on.

Journeying within 
and wrestling with the world, 
lead us Lord, lead on.

Lead us to risk, to grow, 
and to tread the path you have opened for us;
lead us Lord, lead on.

And let us rejoice 
that every place is your place;
in the name of Christ, the risen one.  Alleluia
Amen.


