
Good Morning

This is last event of the Epiphany season; Jesus, as young child, is brought to the Temple in Jerusalem 
and only Luke tells us what happened. As I read about it the impatience I sometimes feel about the 
church fades; I draw strength that Jesus was rooted and grounded in the religious practices of his day.

I am inclined to be less patient with those who claim to live a Christian life apart from the Church; I 
stand firm that the Christian community, by whatever name it is called, is essential.  Nothing new 
there then; Luke said it first in his book called the ‘Acts of the Apostles’. 

The reason we meet is for worship; for learning; for fellowship; for service; Luke puts it like this; they 
‘met together to hear the apostles teach, to break bread, to pray, and to share the common life’.  
(Acts (2,42)  Be quite clear; Jesus was nurtured in the life of Jewish religion; being nurtured in your 
faith is essential; there must be a place, a people, where your faith grows; if that is not the case faith 
will die; it is as simple as that.

You are fed most surely in the sacrament; the breaking of bread and the sharing of the cup; let me 
begin to try to tell you why.  For a Christian, giving thanks is fundamental.  Time and again that 
wonderful recitation of the mighty acts of God, in his oversight and care for his ancient people, is 
repeated in the poetry and prose of Temple worship.  Today many find wonderful echoes in that 
worship we call ‘The Eucharist’; Eucharist goes to the heart of the gathering of the early church; it is 
the same now.  ‘Eucharist’ means, in Greek, ‘Thanksgiving’; the account we have of a celebration of 
Eucharist just after New Testament times is a picture of the dynamism of a Spirit filled church - 
Action, Movement, Response, Drama, Event, Participation. Eucharist is not static and immobile. We 
have had to relearn that.

Whatever else happens there is action; something is done; it is a stage; there are actors; hold on to 
that.  The Eucharist is Drama. Interestingly the Greek word from which the word ‘drama’ comes 
means the same as the Latin word from which the word ‘Liturgy’ comes; that is; ‘something done’.

Remember, ‘something done’, it will help you avoid difficulties. The first is to push all our thinking into 
Bread and Wine - what is it, what happens, how is Christ present?  The second is the opposite 
problem - that ‘Eucharist – ‘Giving Thanks’, hinges on how you feel. I only bother you with those 
notions because they are common; they are not what Eucharist is about.  Be careful, else you will 
think the ‘Eucharist of the people of God’ is not for the church, meeting together; it becomes your 
own private relationship with Christ. 

Think in a different way; Eucharist is not a private affair;  St Paul begins his teaching in his letter to the 
Corinthians simply by saying - 'When you come together';  everyone already knew what he meant;  
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this was the very thing for which the community gathered. 

Some will say the reason you come to Communion is to receive help, comfort, strength, and love, 
for the living of Christian life. I say amen to that; but I add the warning that your church is not 
some sort of divine filling station.  When I reduce it to such absurdities it makes frightening sense 
because it leaves it to you to decide how much and how often; you will choose how hard to drive; 
how far you want to go.

Look now at the Eucharist as the New Testament knew it; it glows in a different light; there, the 
body of Christ, the whole community of believers come together to do Eucharist; that is what 
builds them as a church.

Look at your own beginnings.  You are a Christian; part of the Church, the body of Christ, Paul 
called it, by Baptism.  At Baptism you sign up with the company of actors whose very reason to 
exist is to present to the world the drama of its salvation.  That is why you are a Christian; not to 
live your lives as you please but to present God to any who will listen; God the creator, God the 
sustainer all.  It is not play acting, it is proclaiming, a making present in the here-and-now the Lord's 
death until he comes again.  

The way Christ gave instruction for this to be done was stark and simple. The Church, the 
community, the living body is to become His body.  The life of that body is to be the life of Christ 
on earth; it is to be taken like him, like him to be set aside for God’s purpose; to be broken like 
him; like him, and here is the glorious bit; to be set free for the world. Jesus said you are yeast, or 
salt. I like that.

Christian! Yes, you, baptised into Christ; not someone else; you; you are to be the presentation in 
time, the moving picture, the body both of the suffering and the victorious Christ; in Jesus you see 
God himself. Jesus did for his disciples, this action of taking, blessing, breaking, receiving; that is why 
you do the same and then go out to live your faith.  The bread is Christ, like him it is to be taken, 
broken, and returned, to make you the people of His love in the world today.

Everything else comes second; personal feelings: satisfaction: even your prayers.  In Eucharist 
something is done; it is the model for all Christian action.  This is what makes Sunday different from 
any other day of the week. It is our Lord's command performance; it must be as unthinkable for 
the member of the Christian community to be absent as it is for the cast of a play to decide not to 
be at a performance.

Each time the community of faith comes for Eucharist; it is again that night.  For those who have 
grown or become careless in that obligation, it is as if the disciples on that night had said to Jesus.  
‘Lord, I am too tired;’ ‘Lord, it is too dangerous’; ‘Lord, I have other things to do’; ‘Lord, do you 
really need me to be there?’

There was only one who could think of leaving on that particular night, and ‘when Judas went out’, 
we are told; ‘the night was dark’. 

Thank you for listening


