
Good Morning

A desert is an inhospitable place; the phrase ‘a barren wilderness’ paints a grim picture.  Such pictures 
are useful for the person making a Lent pilgrimage; who uses the time to think deeply about spiritual 
things; the meaning of life; the mystery of creation; a creator of all that is, whom Christians call, ‘God’.   
You, Pilgrim today, you ask now, how to live a life of faith; how to speak about it; how to share what 
faith brings you; how faith helps you share the burdens of this generation.  In a word, what is the 
Christian Faith for today?

Over my years, first as a Teacher, then as a Parish Priest, I have reached two conclusions about people, 
and about the Bible.  The first is that people do really want to be and to do good.  Admittedly your 

natural instinct is a bias towards self-interest; I know that.  Nevertheless, you want to know what 
makes the ‘good-life’ and you want that ‘good-life’ for yourselves and for those you love.  As to the 
Bible, my conclusion is that people, even those who say they have no faith in God, believe the Bible is 
an important book.  You may be less familiar with it than previous generations; still, you understand 
that it is about the Good Life.  You may not be too familiar with what is in it; you may not fully 
understand what you do know; you may find it confusing; but you do know that it is good.

All of that is not because you are ignorant or insensitive, far from it.  It may be, Lent reminds you, you 
have taken the wrong road.  The Good-Life to many has a decidedly comfortable, consumer, secular 
ring about it.  The good life has come to mean as much of this world’s goods as can be carried away 
today and paid for tomorrow.  Luxury is both a goal and a reward; the winner takes all.  

I am intrigued with a plea from several directions that the way out of our economic wasteland is to 
spend, spend, spend.  Set against the misery of so many who, under present conditions have lost their 
job, their self-esteem, their income, I am told that there are six or seven new millionaires each week 
from manipulations of the market or from lottery.  ‘I am not greedy’ someone once said to me, ‘I just 
want to get all I can’, adding ‘legally of course’.  Some one else reminded me of the saying that you 
should be careful what you pray for – you might just get it.

The shadow of the last twelve months, of COVID-19, let alone the new, yet worn, cloak of national 
identity, and of course the bigger issue of Climate Change, looms over us; not to be avoided, the 
effects are deep, some still unseen.  For the woman or man of faith, for a thoughtful Christian, their 
inner conviction is just the opposite of that perceptive Lennon and McCartney sung about:

He’s a nowhere man.
Sitting in his nowhere land.
Making all his nowhere plans for nobody.
Doesn’t have a point of view.
Knows not where he’s going to.
Isn’t he a bit like you and me?
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Holy imagination; that capacity to stand in awe and wonder; what have we 
done with it?



If a fraction of that is true in our confused, changing, often violent world, you know what it means to 
lose sense of what is Holy.  Imagination, holy imagination; that capacity to stand in awe and wonder; 
the sense that we have come from somewhere; there is purpose; there is a destination; there is Life; 
that is what is missing.  When you cease to tremble in the presence of the divine, to comprehend The 
Other, the Ultimate, the mysterious, then you make of God a small thing, a very small thing indeed; 
tiny in-fact; and you continue to believe that we are clever enough to know all.

The desert of this Lent; where you journey to find the good-life, is one arrogantly antagonistic, 
aggressively hostile to anything that cannot be quantified, measured, bought, or sold.  In the western 
world, we say, ‘if only Government, the Church, especially God, would keep out of it, the Market Place 
will solve it all’.  They will not, as COVID-19 testifies and Climate Change will testify - if we live 
through it.  In the reigning ideology the idolatry is bleak; it says you are solitary alone creatures; 
centres of your own universe.  You and you alone, decide what is moral, what is true, what is right.  
You Christian woman, Christian man, that must not go unchallenged; hard issues cannot be avoided; 
you must not substitute bogus certainty for mystery and faith. 

It is not true our generation has turned its back on God; it is not god-less; it succumbs instead to the 
temptation to create her or his own gods.  To worship is natural; many worship and adore false gods: 
gods of celebrity; gods of sex, gods of money, gods on wheels, Internet gods, plastic gods, gods of 
flowers, or gods of drugs, do-it-yourself gods; anything but God.  ‘I have often told you before and I tell 
you with tears’, writes Paul in his letter to the Philippian community of Christians, ‘there are many 
whose way of life makes them enemies of the cross of Christ’ (Philippians 3.18 NEB).  Yes!  Because, 
in the end, little gods can never be satisfied.  It is heart-breaking to sense so many who have lost hope 
and are out of communion with the source of life; for the Christian, that hope and source is God; to 
be in communion with God is precious beyond words.  

And this is why: 
“Holy water is not a hand sanitiser and prayer is not a vaccine …  But for believers, religion is a 
fundamental source of spiritual healing and hope.  It’s a remedy against despair, providing 
psychological and emotional support that is an integral part of well-being.  (It’s also an antidote to 
loneliness, which several medical experts point to as one of the most worrisome public health 
issues of our time.).  At a deeper level, religion, for worshipers, is the ultimate source of meaning.  
The most profound claim of every religion is to make sense of the whole of existence, including, 
and perhaps especially, circumstances marked by suffering and tribulation.  Take such claims 
seriously enough, and even physical health, when it is devoid of greater purpose, starts to look like 
a hollow value.”

So wrote, Mattia Ferraresi, in an articles called ‘God vs. Coronavirus’, published in The New York 
Times, 10 Mar. 2020’

The good life is far from an easy life; and that must be so.  Nowhere in scripture do you hear an end 
to sorrow and sighing.  During your Lent Pilgrimage you learn, Gethsemane and the Cross.  Jesus is 
your example.  He struggled with the issues of his day and we struggle with the issues of ours.  No 
change there then!  



There are few certainties finding a path through the wilderness.  The Christian’s commitment, is to 
find the peace that our Saviour wants; life and peace are not the same as a peaceful life; would that it 
were so.  The peace you seek does not remove conflict; in conflict with sin, you find a deeper unity; it 
is in Christ’s more excellent way of love.  ‘I will show you better way,’ says Paul.  If you cannot find it, if 
you cannot live in peace, then your prayer, that ‘God’s will be done on earth as in heaven’ is barren.  
When you do discover that peace; healing of memories; healing of the present and the past, has 
begun.  God grant it to be so.

Thank you for listening



Prayer

Let us pray to the one God, Creator, Word and Spirit,
that our lives may bear witness to our hope.

Deep peace of the running wave to you;
deep peace of the quiet earth to you;
deep peace of the shining stars to you;
deep peace of the gentle night to you;
moon and stars 
pour their healing light on you;
deep peace of Christ 
the light of the world to you.  
Amen.


