
Come and abide where I am abiding.

Good Morning

This is the Epiphany season; let me remind you how it was that Jesus became known in his own day.  

Meet Andrew, the writer of John’s Gospel indicates that he was a part of the inner circle around John 
the Baptist; compelled by John’s words as Jesus walks past - ‘Look, he is the one all this is about’ - 
Andrew and a friend leave John and follow Jesus.  They give every impression of having no real idea 
who they are following or why.  They may not even know who Jesus is at this point.  Jesus turns and 
asks them what they are looking for.  Their response - ‘Where are you staying?’ - is not the most 
obvious reply.  It perhaps reflects their awkwardness and confusion.  But John, as always, chooses his 
words very carefully.  A better translation would be: ‘Where is your abiding?’  Jesus welcomes them: 
‘Come and see’.  The first thing Andrew did then was to find his brother Simon, he said, ‘We have 
found the Messiah.’  

I have over the years stayed in many places, but abiding describes only a few.  The word suggests a 
quality of depth, indwelling and true home.  Jesus’ response takes words to a different level.  For in 
John’s Gospel, Jesus, the Son of God, only abides in the love and will of God, the Father.  Jesus turned 
to them and to us too.  ‘You want to know where I abide?  Follow me.  I will show you where true 
home is.’

The next day, as he sets out for Galilee, Jesus meets Philip; Philip then goes off to find his friend, 
Nathaniel; ‘We have found the one Moses spoke about; he comes from Nazareth.  John again, paints 
for us the look of Nathaniel’s face; you can hear the contempt in his voice as he says – Nazereth? 
Nazereth? Nazereth?  Can any good come out of Nazareth?  Philip simply says, ‘Come and see.’  

‘We have found him’; ’come and see’; come and abide.  There you have it.  If you can say that; the rest 
will be easy.  But do you know where he is?  Does he know where you are?  These are questions for 
today; it is the most difficult of truths to understand.  I have to tell you if in these past months you 
have forgotten; God loves you still.  We seem content to live in that fantasy material world which, in 
darker moments, I caricature as something between the Lottery and Father Christmas, we do not 
remember the address of where we have come from; or where we are going.  

Some of you will still remember those days before iPhones, when you sent your film to be developed.  
It was known that the companies developing these films had a large room filled with thousands of 
photographs because people forgot to put their name and address on the envelope.  It might seem an 
impertinence to ask God today ‘do you have an address?’  The Bible makes just such a breath-taking 
claim.  God does have an address; if only you will dare to think you will know it.  
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One thing I am going to say about God’s address is that I would not wish you to begin your thinking 
by locating it at some point in space or in three dimensions; it is not possible to speak of heaven or 
hell in that sort of language.  I tackle the question by asking; ‘where is God not?’  And, I am in good 
company; read Psalm 139; it is salutary; ‘Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it 
completely (verse 4).

Scripture has lots of examples of characters who found there was no escape from God.  Even the 
bad guys.  Pharaoh hardened his heart against God but found he was the instrument of God’s plan.  
Out of their escape from Egypt the Hebrew people discovered God’s presence and The Law.  Cyrus, 
heathen king of Babylon, was hailed by Isaiah, as God’s servant because he brought Israel to its senses.  
Poor Jonah, chief character in the novel of that name, discovered that he could not escape God.  
Neither can you - you cannot escape God, even in death.  That is what we mean when we talk about 
an immanent God - there is nowhere that is not God’s address, where you cannot abide with God.

An exploration of God’s address will include the Church, the people of God.  Your starting point is 
the four writers who were first to tell the story on which your faith is based.  There, truly, is God’s 
address, where you can abide.  But why four of them Matthew, Mark and Luke and John.  The reasons 
have, over years, gradually become clear.  They were written for different groups of people and at 
different times; the writers had different interests; for political reasons they had their own distinct 
angle; above all they responded in different ways to the controversies of their time.  All that tells you 
is what an exacting task it is trying to give God an address today.  Look again at those four writers 
who say to you ‘come and see’ - ‘come and abide’.

Matthew spells out, in ways we find so difficult but more strongly than any of the other three, the 
demands Christian discipleship places on the Church and its members.  Jesus is the teacher who calls 
for strong faith and obedience.  The charge to be Christian, is addressed first to you who are the 
Church - the people of faith.  I cannot emphasise that too strongly.  You do not have all the answers; 
you are challenged by Jesus no less than by the world; you need to transform.  If you do not believe 
me, read the Sermon on the Mount in Chapter 5.

St Mark is even more challenging; there, the disciples come off very badly; they get an almost 
uniformly bad press.  Perhaps not so unlike the media of today.  They bumble; they fumble; they 
misunderstand; they get it wrong.  The reason was not because they were foolish or wicked but 
because they were faced with a mystery just too great.  Mark tries to explain why an event so beyond 
your imagining can be ignored, misrepresented, or rejected.  Mark tells you that some do understand 
- a madman, a foreign woman, a Roman soldier - outsiders one and all.  The love of God is 
understood by some very unlikely people.  Mark is not comfortable for the likes of you and me.  

St Luke, on the other hand has it all worked out.  His account is wonderfully down to earth even if, as 
for instance, his account of Christ’s birth, has the imagination working overtime.  His is a world-wide 
vision.  Beginning in the Hebrew Scripture and ending in the heart of the Roman Empire, it is a story 
of triumph through suffering.  There is a plan of salvation; the prodigal son is invited to come back.  By 
the way, that Prodigal son; that Prodigal daughter is me; it is you.

St John is so quite different; people argue and go on arguing about the purpose of this Gospel.  Think 
of it less as a story; more as a meditation; in symbols, it wrestles with time and eternity; about an 



event that is of cosmic proportions.  In John, the intellect and the imagination is caught up in the 
issues of today; a today so different from the first century.

Describing so crudely four different styles and aims, I will have missed the mark in giving you God’s 
address.  Take your discipleship seriously, through your own journey of discovery and faith, and you 
will also be able to say - ‘come and see’, ‘come and abide where I am abiding’.  You may even be able 
to say - ‘I have found the Messiah.’

Thank you for listening



Prayer

Let us pray to the one God, Creator, Word and Spirit,
that our lives may bear witness to our hope.

Lord Christ, God’s wild card, 
help us to follow in your way:
you overturned concepts of divinity, 
coming so weak and small;
you overturned notions of prestige, 
working in a carpenter’s shop;
you overturned assumptions of appropriate company, 
‘a gluttonous and a winebibber’, you associated with the punters.
Foxes and birds had shelter - 
you identified with the homeless.
Women and children were devalued - 
you gave them place and status.
The religious kept rules for self-serving justification - 
you saw through their game and condemned it.
When the safety of Galilee, your home beckoned, 
you set your face to go to Jerusalem.
When you were tried, 
it was your accusers who were put on trial.
The flogging and crucifixion put you at one 
with all who are tortured and murdered.
You submitted to death;
then gave death its comeuppance.

Lord Christ,
who gave integrity of life its meaning,
you ask me to be a wild card for the Kingdom.
You ask me ‘Come and see?’
Amen, Lord, I come and abide with you.


