
Good morning.  

If you were to grade your ‘reverence for life’ would you give yourself a gold star?

It’s a simple story Jesus tells; the owner of a Vineyard employs people to work in it at different 
times of the day and at the end of the day pays everyone the same, even those who started only an 
hour before sunset.  No wonder then, those who had, as they said, ‘born the heat and burden of 
the day’, were angry that they did not get more.  It was rotten economics of course; no business 
could survive long with such a policy; besides, it would be an incentive to laziness. 

However it is not any story, it is a parable - a heavenly meaning - and comes after a discussion of 
what sort of person would follow Jesus and what would their reward be.  ‘What about us?’ says 
Peter, ‘we have left everything and followed you’.  The punch line was this: ‘the first shall be last and 
the last first’.  Those who heard it, would be both puzzled and divided: some saying ‘what 
foolishness’, while others commenting, ‘did you see the generosity’ of the Vineyard owner.  What 
they would know is the harsh truth that if you did not work, quite literally, you starved.  Who then 
were the people the Vineyard owner employed just before sunset?  

Behind the story was the relationship of the Hebrews with God.  That relationship began 
powerfully with the obedience of a man called Abraham; he set out on a journey in faith; not 
knowing where it would end; it was not a conspicuous success.  It becomes a narrative of a people 
who want a god to assist their own interests.  Small wonder the prophets called for social justice, 
honesty, for worship that is pleasing to God.  Their cry comes down the years; it still falls on deaf 
ears.  Rejection certainly, sometimes oppression and death, follow.  Jesus, spoke into his 
contemporary society and he speaks so, to you today.

You, thinking, thoughtful women and men, reflecting more and more on present national and world 
values, especially in the overshadowing of the pandemic of Covid-19, you will know how Christians 
are tempted to accommodate the values and spirit of our age.  You will know they are easy prey 
because of the fragmentation of our common life.  In many places in the world as you know, 
Christians suffer brutal persecution.  Not so you, however, in the indifferent West; your chief 
enemy is not persecution; it is seduction; seduction into a way of thinking and living irreconcilable 
with the lordship of Christ.

Christians find themselves rooted in the principalities and powers of this world as much as in the 
community of faith.  Perhaps Jesus would approve of that; here is a priceless opportunity to be the 
‘yeast in the …’ … the ‘leaven in the lump’.  The tradition of our Church is that we are within a 
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community; not apart from it; it follows that that Church voice must stand for God’s values in a 
divided world so ill-at-ease with itself; and, it is nonsense, as some would have it, that the Church 
should stay out of Politics.  The proper reply to that is to ask the question ‘have you never heard 
the Christmas story?’  That is for another time.

The social circles in which you find yourselves will determine the values and priorities you have; 
the way you live.  You cannot talk about Christian community or commitment while your security 
is really elsewhere.  If you do not know where your security lies, then it will surely be used against 
you.  When you respond to the freedom of Christ you move into an insecure place; that is when 
the powers of the world reach out and draw you back within their control.  Remember the 
Temptations of Christ.  In your spiritual life the attack comes where you are most vulnerable and 
most easily controlled by the rewards, punishments and threats of a system that takes little 
account of God.

Human life is in great danger.  The nuclear end of time is possible at any time.  Climate-change is a 
terrifying prospect; wars will be fought for scarce water; the corona virus has shaken the whole 
world.  As foundations shake the Christian woman or man will respond to Christ's invitation to life, 
in all its abundance, and will add what Albert Schweitzer called a new 'reverence for life'.  Violence 
against life seems to increase and, to our shame, still in the name of religion.  Street violence, 
terrorism, unemployment, child prostitution, slavery, squeezing the elderly and infirm out of the 
health system, ethnic cleansing, these are just some of the scourges of a post-modern society that 
has lost its way because it says we human beings are ‘kings of the universe’.

This will not transform unless our individual ways transform.  How can it be otherwise?  If you 
want peace you must become a peacemaker.  If you want life and life more abundantly for your 
children and your children's children, you must shake off lethargy and be born again to a living 
hope; for without hope there is no future, nothing.  It is love of life; the love of your life, that Christ, 
will empower you too.  It is an unconditional love, but it cannot be seen or it is difficult to see, 
without the eyes of faith.  The witness of a Christian life - your witness faithful person listening to 
me this morning - your witnesses is because Christ is within you; you carry and share with others 
the Spirit that is life and life more abundant than you have known so far.  Quite often we need to 
be reminded of this.  This is your reminder.

Thank you for listening.  

Oh and here’s a postscript.  The prophets of the Bible spoke sharply; what they said people did not 
want to hear.  They spoke with broken hearts because they too loved the people to whom they 
spoke; beneath their rebuke was a vision of people faithful to God.  The prophets did not speak out 
of arrogance or pride or power, bitterness, or despair.  They spoke from love and hope, for hope, in 
the end is rooted in love.  A Christian’s hope for the Church and Society must be rooted in love of 
both.  Love is the enemy of fear; it must overcome your reluctance to say, 'thus says the Lord’. ‘I do 
this because of God’.  For too long you have remained paralysed in silence.  Love must enable you 
to be a visible demonstration, a beacon, of God's vision for the community of faith.  That is why, like 
St Paul, you forget what is behind you and you press on to win the prize to which God in Christ 
has called you.

Again, thank you for listening. 



Prayer
Let us pray

God of all time,
God beyond and behind time,
may we know what is too late
and what is too soon.
May we always recognise the right time
in the light of your timeless love.

Amen.


