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Merciful God,
be with the people of Lebanon today.
Comfort all who are distressed and anxious,
protect the emergency services,
restore the injured to health,
and abide with all who morn,
for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Church of England's prayer for the people of Lebanon

It has been wonderful to be able to welcome people into our buildings this
week; a wedding at St Michael's, Evensong at St Andrew's and Iona Worship in
St Bartholomew's. Thank you to everyone who was so helpful and used the
new booking system. It made it much easier for us to prepare the church
buildings for you. We look forward to being able to see you again soon.
A reminder of tomorrow's produce sale in aid of St Andrew's Church: full details
are on the poster below and anyone who is shielding can telephone Penny
Crawfurd and request a delivery - 01761 462418.
Laura is on annual leave next week, so a shorter version of Church Link will be
sent out, including, as below, links for Sunday worship, the Sunday Reflection
and booking details for the weekday services.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Church buildings open for weekday worship

You are welcome to attend in any of our parish churches, or in all three, every
week. Revised opening times and details of services can be found on the
poster at the top of this newsletter. Sunday worship will remain online during
August whilst the options for streaming services are explored.

Please note that churches are open on different days to those previously
advertised for individual prayer.

Please observe the following guidelines to help everyone to stay safe:

To help us manage numbers, please let us know which services you will
attend by filling in this form on our website. Bookings must be made by
6pm on Sunday 9th August, to allow time for us to organise seating within
bubbles. 
You should wear a face covering inside church buildings if you are able.
Please observe 2m social distancing and sanitise your hands upon
entering and exiting the building.
To assist NHS Track and Trace we would like to record your data when
you attend worship. Please tick the consent box on the online form, and
leave your contact details on the register when you attend worship.
Please sanitise hands prior to using the pen.
Your data will be stored for 21 days after you attend worship. Full details
can be found on our website, or by reading the privacy policy.

Sunday Worship
9th August 2020

Please join us for Sunday worship for the Ninth Sunday after Trinity, led by
Simon via a vimeo link on our website. Please click the link on
Sunday morning at 9:50am to join our Church family.

Our worship will be followed by 'virtual' coffee and chat via Zoom from 10:30 -
11am.  Please join us online by clicking the links below.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4616809429?pwd=TzAvZFdVQzBKekJYU0xNR1lTK1g5dz09

If prompted to enter a meeting ID or password, these are as follows:
Meeting ID: 461 680 9429
Password: BCMU06

Sunday Reading and Reflection
9 August 2020 - Trinity IX

Compassion; Creativity; Resilience for the Glory of God

The disciples in the boat had been present that day and witnessed the ‘feeding
of the five thousand’.  They had come away no doubt tired, but full of hope;
perhaps the future looked good.  Now they are at grave risk.  The Sea of
Galilee is notable for sudden squalls; you may remember another time and
another storm when Jesus was in the boat with them.  This time, as Matthew
tells it, they are again in rough seas and Jesus has stayed on shore to seek the
peace that can come in isolation.  Perhaps the situation in which the disciples
find themselves echoes in the minds and hearts of many in the present day
with our storm of the corona virus with all its apprehension and confusions, its
uncertainty and anxiety.

Reading: Matthew 14:22-33

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the
other side, while he dismissed the crowds.  And after he had dismissed the
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.  When evening came, he
was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from
the land, for the wind was against them.  And early in the morning he came
walking towards them on the lake.  But when the disciples saw him walking on
the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’  And they cried out in fear. 
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid.’

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.’  He said, ‘Come.’  So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came towards Jesus.  But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ 
Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You
of little faith, why did you doubt?’  When they got into the boat, the wind
ceased.  And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son
of God.’

A Reflection 

For the Christian, the future is in the Saviour’s hands just as it was for the
disciples then; he reaches out in the storm of life to bring hope and release. 
While we live and when we die, we hold to Christ whatever befalls.  

Faith says, ‘all will be well; all manner of things will be well’.  These are the

words of Julian of Norwich who lived towards the end of the 14th Century.  They
were terrible times; we knew them very well in Somerset; disastrous harvests;
the Plague - the Black Death - during which, in some places between a third
and a half of the population perished in the most awful of circumstances.  There
was war and persecution; dissent was brutally put down; death was never far
away.  Still, she could write ‘All will …

The Book of Proverbs says,
‘The human mind may devise many plans,
but it is the purpose of the Lord
that will be established.’ 
(Proverbs 19.21)

(Actually, I would encourage you to read the whole of chapter 19, it’s well worth
it!).  

Once again it was the impetuous Peter who proves the point when Jesus holds
out his hand to him; ‘Why did you hesitate?’ he said, ‘how little faith you have’.

Is it possible that the shaking of society in our nation, and the world over, may
lead to a softening of hearts, and not least, towards the poor and those who live
close to the margins of life?  A tumultuous economic storm draws closer, and
no Christian can ignore the human cost; it will indeed require great faith if we
are to play our part.  Pray that God will grant us understanding; great
compassion and resilience; as well as the necessary creativity, that we may
transform our world for the glory of God, and for our own healing.

A Prayer for Sunday 

Almighty God,
who sent your Holy Spirit
to be the life and light of your Church:
open my heart to the riches of your grace,
that I may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit
in love and joy and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

Simon's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning from 10:45am, beginning with the sound of church bells and
followed by the reflection at 11am. You can also listen to this week's recording
'Were my faith to be taken from me' on our website, by clicking on the image
below.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag with jokes, colouring and a word scramble to
help young families remember today's Gospel story is available as a printable
PDF download by clicking this link.

Sunshine and deckchairs – Sunday
service in the church grounds

The parishioners at St Matthew’s in Wookey been unable to celebrate together
in person since lockdown began have, but on Sunday, in glorious sunshine,
they brought their own chairs and, safely socially distanced, they enjoyed a
service outside in the church grounds. Though St Matthew’s has been
conducting online services via Zoom, coming together in person, was
wonderful, says Malcolm Dowson, the Church Warden.

“St Matthew’s relies mostly on a retired people to help with things like
cleaning. So it has been difficult to find a way to open the church building. It
has unfortunately been closed since lockdown restrictions were first
introduced. The outdoor service was a great idea, it reduced the risk and got
around the problem of cleaning. It was such a lovely way to get people back to
church.”

42 people came along on Sunday, which is slightly more than St Matthew’s
would have on a normal Sunday. Malcolm thinks, “perhaps those people who
would like a spiritual uplift, but aren’t always comfortable in the church
building, were happy to come along to something outside the building.”

Bishop Peter is to undergo treatment for acute myeloid leukaemia.

He will step back from work immediately as his treatment begins this week. He
shared the news with his staff team earlier today and, in a letter to the diocese,
said he faced a “challenging” few months as he begins a course of
chemotherapy.

He wrote: “This has been a challenging year for all of us and the Coronavirus
has meant that many of the things we had planned for this year have either
had to change or have been put on hold.

“I am writing now to inform you that I too am facing a challenging few months.

“I have not been entirely well in recent weeks and on Friday I was diagnosed
with acute myeloid leukaemia.  I am really grateful to the doctors who I have
been seeing and for the speed in which treatment is to be provided.

“I have informed my colleagues on the Bishop’s Staff and I am confident that
everything in the diocese will continue to run smoothly whilst I step back for a
while.  Jane and I have a wonderful family who have been very supportive and
we are grateful to all our family and friends for their support, encouragement
and prayers.  I shall continue to pray for you all and would be grateful for your
prayers.

“The psalm at Morning Prayer today had the words ‘The Lord is my strength
and my shield; in him my heart trusts.’   As I put my trust in the hospital staff,
who I know will provide me with the most wonderful care, I am also trusting in
the Lord, knowing that he too will watch over me in the days ahead.”

Bishop Ruth, who began a period of annual leave and sabbatical just two
weeks ago, will return at the beginning of September and will be in regular
touch with staff until then.

She said: “I realise the news of Bishop Peter’s illness will come as a shock to
us all and we send him, Jane and the family our love and our commitment to
pray for him daily.  We trust in the God who holds him in the palm of His hand
and whose love is unquenchable.

“I was planning a three month study leave to begin in August however I will be
deferring this for now. May Bishop Peter and all of us know the peace of God
which passes all understanding and may it keep our hearts and minds in the
knowledge of His love, for each of us, daily.”

St Hugh's opens to visitors

This little chapel on the top of the Mendips at Charterhouse will be open
to visitors again every Sunday afternoon from 2 to 5pm from 26th July
until 27th September. This building is listed grade 2* and a real gem in its
idyllic setting. The unassuming outside of the building belies the quite
spectacular Arts and Craft style interior.
There is parking available outside, or why not have a walk and call in and
see the chapel?
Sadly at the moment we are unable to serve teas and the toilet is closed.
We are taking all necessary precautions with respect to Covid-19.

Penny Crawfurd

Prayer within our community

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Britta and her parents Roger and
Kathy, Elizabeth, Nick, Piers, Neil and Margaret, Neville and Michelle. Also for
the repose of the the souls of Ronald Stevens and Jan Andres. A Thanksgiving
Service for Jan will be held at St Andrew's Church, Blagdon on Friday 14th
August at 1pm. Please contact Melloney Kaye for further details.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard, and for Kim, who is improving
after being knocked from her bike.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Mathew, Tom and Harry,
Ceinwen and Robert.

O Lord, you are our strength and our shield. 
Your love sustains us through all the challenges we face. 
We place into your hands all who are facing challenges, 
In this time of such uncertainty. 
We hold before you all who are dear to us. 
As they face these coming months. 
May they know your strength and protection, 
Your healing and your love, 
In the name of Jesus, 
And in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
Amen
 
Our prayer teams continue to operate. If you have someone or something that
you would like us to pray for, your requests can be passed onto them and
included in our prayers. Please click here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Landline: 462169
Mobile: 07768 725380  speak to Melloney Kaye
Email: standrewchurchwarden.bcmu@gmail.com
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