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Mini edition, 10 July 2020

O Lord, you have searched me out and known me; you know my sitting down
and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You mark out my journeys
and my resting place and are acquainted with all my ways.

Psalm 139:1-2

This week's mini edition of Church Link contains regular links for you to
access our Church family worship, virtual Zoom coffee and chat, and the
Isolation Station broadcast on Sunday. There's the Young Church Mag for
younger puzzlers and Nigel's quiz to test your lateral thinking on the theme of
Simon. It has been wonderful to welcome some of you back to our buildings
during the past two weeks. Opening times for private prayer are listed below in
the navy blue box. 

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Sunday Worship
12 July 2020

Please join us for Sunday worship for the Fifth Sunday after Trinity, led by
Simon via a vimeo link on our website. Please click the link on
Sunday morning at 9:50am to join our Church family.

As usual, our worship will be followed by 'virtual' coffee and chat
via Zoom from 10:30 - 11am. We are very much enjoying these opportunities to
see each other. If you haven't joined us yet, please consider meeting us online
through the links below.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4616809429?pwd=TzAvZFdVQzBKekJYU0xNR1lTK1g5dz09

If prompted to enter a meeting ID or password, these are as follows:
Meeting ID: 461 680 9429
Password: BCMU06

Church buildings opening times this week
 

Monday 13th July, 9:30am - 1:30am, St Bartholomew's, Ubley

Wednesday 15th July, 11am - 1pm, St Michael's, Compton Martin

Thursday 16th July, 4:30pm - 6:30pm, St Andrew's, Blagdon

Please continue to observe hand hygiene and social distancing measures

Sunday Reading and Reflection
12 July 2020 - Trinity V

Stories Jesus Told: The Sower

All those who have grown up with a love of the Scriptures will be familiar with
the definition of our Lord’s parables as ‘earthly stories with heavenly
meanings’.  Among the best known, the Parable of the Sower ranks highly; not
least because it is one of the few parables for which Jesus provided an
explanation of its deeper and spiritual meaning.

Reading: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The Parable of the Sower

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake.  Such
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while
the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things in
parables, saying: ‘Listen!  A sower went out to sow.  And as he sowed, some
seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up.  Other seeds fell
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil.  But when the sun rose, they were
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away.  Other seeds fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.  Other seeds fell on
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!’

The Parable of the Sower Explained

‘Hear then the parable of the sower.  When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path.  As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while,
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away.  As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the
word, and it yields nothing.  But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields,
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’

A Reflection 

Even today in a few parts of the world a farmer can be seen, flinging seed to
right and left from the bag on his shoulder.  To the people listening to Jesus it
would have been a common sight and it stands to reason that not all seed falls
on good ground.  It is Jesus’ interpretation that is poignant and masterly;
contrasting the sowing and the growing with the reality of daily living that still
speaks to us. 

You may sense all that separates earth and heaven is a thin, thin membrane; it
is almost but not quite transparent.  When you are sensitive to ‘The Other’ you
know that if you walk softly, think deeply, pray much, you will catch just a
glimpse of what lies beyond this world.  You may be able to see a new heaven
and a new earth.  You may be able to see the holy city; you may hear the voice
that says that God has his dwelling among humankind; you will treasure the
harvest.

Today the work of harvest is of healing and reconciliation - anything other is
ungodly.  A Christian will build bridges and dismantle barriers, heal divisions
separating race, religion, among generations and communities.  There will be a
quality of the life that is attractive; it speaks of a place of peace, deep and
inward peace.  It was our Lord's promise.  

There is harvest to be gathered.  You will be known because you care for
others; you have seen the enthronement of greed and selfishness; you have
seen the elevation of the individual, the 'me, now' society.  A Christian will stand
for something different and will not be admired for it.

Do not forget another outcome of a good harvest - it is thanksgiving.  The
kingdom is the place of hope for the future and fullness of life.  Remember that
joy comes next to love and before peace even in St Paul's great list of the fruits
of the Spirit.  From joy comes the word 'rejoice.'  A good harvest frees us from
want and fear; so also does the harvest of the spirit.

A Prayer for Sunday 

Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified:
hear my prayer which I offer with all your faithful people;
that in my vocation and ministry as a disciple of yours
I may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

Simon's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station is broadcast on Sunday
morning from 10:45am, beginning with the sound of church bells and followed
by the reflection at 11am. You can also listen to this week's recording 'The
Other World' on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag with colouring pages and word scrambles to
help children and families to learn about the Parable of the Sower is
available as a printable PDF download by clicking this link.

Brainteasers

How many did you manage to answer correctly in Nigel's 'Numbers in the Bible
Quiz? The answers with some explanations are below. Any halos to polish?

The 'Simon' Quiz!

This is a bit of fun as well as a serious quiz with apologies to anyone of
that name.

All the answers in this quiz have a connection with the name Simon
although some might be a derivative of that name so you need some
lateral thinking to find the correct solution. Some detective work might
be required so have fun as you discover.

This week's Connect e-magazine from the Diocese of Bath and Wells, with details of
Saturdays celebration of Lay Ministry in the Diocese, Bishop Ruth's reflection for the
Fifth Sunday of Trinity and news about the Lambeth Conference, can be read in full

by clicking this link.

The one way system around St Andrew’s Church Hall in Rowbarton,
Taunton has been brightened up by the appearance of lots of bright knitting
and crochet adorning the railings and trees. Members of St Andrew’s Church
congregation, together with Rowbarton Methodist Church members, have
formed a yarnbombing group and have been using time in lockdown to knit
and crochet bright shapes to give the people of the area a smile and to let
them know they are in their thoughts as they pass the church hall.

A poem written by St Andrew’s Church member, Jean Hole, is also on the
railings and explains the activity:

‘Yarnbombing’

They also serve who
Only sit and knit
As stitch by stitch
They hitch together
Their love.

A love that
Grows and grows
As it throws
A shielding fence
Around about
As Church.

Prayer within our community

Below are the names of people that our Church family have been asked to
pray for.

Please pray for Roz and Gary who will be married in our benefice on Saturday
11th July and for Philippa and Richard who are preparing for their marriage
ceremony on Saturday 1st August. 

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Jan Andres, who is now exceptionally
frail, for Britta, Roger and Kathy, Elizabeth, Nick, Piers, Neil and Margaret. Also
for the repose of the the soul of Ronald Stevens.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard, who is having chemotherapy,
and for Kim, who is improving after being knocked from her bike.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Mathew, Tom and
Harry, Ceiwen and Robert.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you,
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
increase and multiply upon us your mercy;
that with you as our ruler and guide
we may so pass through things temporal
that we lose not our hold on things eternal;
grant this, heavenly Father,
for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake.
Amen

Our prayer teams continue to operate. If you have someone or something that
you would like us to pray for, your requests can be passed onto them and
included in our prayers. Please click here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Landline: 462169
Mobile: 07768 725380  speak to Melloney Kaye
Email: standrewchurchwarden.bcmu@gmail.com
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