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Church Link                            No. 78
Sunday 19 September 2021

Creator of the cosmos, of eternity and time:
Be with us in this time

Saviour of the world, healer of the nations:
Be with us in this place

Breath of all that lives, of people near and far 
Stir within our lives

Maker-Spirit-Son, God of here and now:
Be present in our worship,
that we may find new ways to be present in your world.

Iona Abbey Worship Book

*** Important reminder ***
Our main Sunday Worship is now at 10:15am

Our Eucharist on Sunday 19th September will be in St Andrew's Church,
Blagdon, at 10:15am. No booking necessary, but please remember to scan
the QR code or complete the paper register. Worship will be led by the Revd.
Jan Knott and all from across our churches are encouraged to attend.

We look forward to welcoming you soon.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Creationtide III
 

Sunday 19th September

10:15am - Sunday Eucharist, St Andrew's, Blagdon
10:30am - Online worship via our website (see below)  

Wednesday 22nd September

5:00pm - Evensong, sung by the Choir, St Andrew's, Blagdon.

Thursday 23rd September

12:00pm - Online Church in the Spirit of Iona, via Zoom.          
Please click here to join.

Our three parish churches will be open for individual prayer every
day from 9am - 5pm

Please wear a face covering inside our buildings and observe social
distancing.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
19 September 2021 - Creationtide III

The privilege of believing in Christ and suffering for him

The letter to the Philippians written from prison in Rome is probably the most
joyful of all Paul’s letters; it hints at what is to come.  The difficult times that
lie ahead are highlighted by economic and contractual arguments found in
the Gospel reading; the terms of employment and level of pay for work done
was then and clearly is now a cause of great argument.

 

Reading: Philippians 1.21-end

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.  If I am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer.  I am hard
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is
far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.  Since I am
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for
your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your
boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for
the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents.  For
them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation.  And this is
God’s doing.  For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of
believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well - since you are having the
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

A Reflection 

Paul is adamant; ’let your conduct be worthy of the Gospel of Christ.’  It is
essential that Christians should call this to mind frequently.  Do not speak
about worship in the Parish Church and then regard it as optional.  Christians
simply cannot absent themselves from being with others at worship even in
these most difficult times.  You know that those who are marked by their
membership of the Church, are observed and ‘the when,’ as well as the way
of your worship, is noted by many who watch and wonder and make their
own judgements.  To people who watch, how you are and what you say, are
markers of both commitment and faithfulness; they may also be signs of your
willingness to be transformed; transformation is the inevitable consequence
of a life that comes into the light of God.

Many issues facing humanity are plain to see; without doubt we have been
careless in our treatment of the planet earth.  The rich and powerful who
ignored the cries of the hungry and the dispossessed; now, together with
them, all have been humbled by a virus you cannot see or feel or touch; it
has killed many thousands, brought economic chaos; made consumer
capitalism, and its associated pleasure seeking, look rather silly.  More
difficulties lie ahead but the Christian woman or man will seize the hope that
faith in God brings; this is a precious gift a Christian may offer to the
community where she or he is set.  Christians, says St Paul, ‘have been
granted the privilege not only of believing in Christ but also of suffering for
him.’

A Prayer for Sunday

May God who established the dance of Creation, 
who marvelled at the lilies of the field, 
who transforms chaos to order, 
lead me to transform my life 
and the Church - 
the Body of Christ here on Earth - 
to reflect God's glory in Creation.
Amen.

Online Worship - Creationtide III
19 September 2021, 10:30am

Please join us for Sunday worship for the Second Sunday of Creationtide, led
by Simon on our website. Please click the button below at 10:30am to join
our Church family.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag is all about goodness. There's a crossword,
colouring and prayers, and you can access it all by clicking this link to
download.

Women in Luke’s Gospel - Part II
A series of short talks during September

Women in Luke’s Gospel is a series of 13 short talks to be given by Lucy
Hemsley and Simon Lewis during Evensong on Wednesday evenings in St
Andrew’s, at 5.00pm.  They ponder the interaction between Jesus and
women and ask you to ask yourself, ‘just as Jesus had an impact on the lives
of these women, what impact can/does he have on me?'  Some of the
themes of our talks are healing, being forgiven, unconditional love, being
noticed, death and life. 

Come and be a part of the worship or just sit and listen to prayer, song and
thought.

Join us at the on-line public meeting about our new bishop

As part of the process to identify the next Bishop of Bath & Wells, the diocese
will be holding a public meeting and webinar on Zoom at 7pm on Monday, 20
September.

The Archbishops’ Appointments & Vocations Adviser and the Prime
Minister’s Appointments Secretary will be present to talk about the process
for appointing our next Bishop, and to hear reflections on the priorities for our
next bishop and the qualities people in the diocese would like to see in the
person appointed. Please register to join the webinar

Anyone who cannot be present but would like their views to be fed in to the
Archbishops’ Appointments & Vocations Adviser and the Prime Minister’s
Appointments Secretary should email Brad Cook by 23 September.

Prayer within our Community

We have been asked to pray for:

Please pray for Revd. Alex Holmes as she begins her new ministry in the
Benefice of Priddy, Easton and Westbury-sub-Mendip. Alex was installed as
Vicar at a service on Thursday..

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Nikki and her family, Britta and her
parents Roger and Kathy, Neil and Margaret, and Gerald.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard and Nigel.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert,
for Ceinwen and Robert.

Please pray for our wedding couples, particularly Ryan and Kirsty,
and Matthew and Rachael who will celebrate their marriages in St
Andrew's Church in October. 

We pray for the repose of the souls of David Gould, Elizabeth Harper,
Rosemary and Graham Strong and Sheila Barker, and for their families and
friends who mourn.

Deep peace of the running wave to you.
Deep peace of the flowing air to you.
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.
Deep peace of the shining stars to you.
Deep peace of the gentle night to you.
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you.
Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you.
Deep peace of Christ to you.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston
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