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Church Link                            No. 41
Sunday 3 January 2021

Important Notice: Due to an electrical problem in St Andrew's, there will be no
Church Eucharist in any of our buildings this Sunday. Please access worship
online via the link below. Please read Church Link and check the website next
week for an update on our services in January.

When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among others,
to make music in the heart.

Howard Thurman, The Work of Christmas

We hope that you celebrated the gift of Christmas both within our community
and by making contact with friends and family near and far. This week, with
further announcements from the government and efforts to begin a large-scale
roll-out of the vaccination programme, the world feels a slightly different place.
Worship is still permitted in all tiers, but we ask that you exercise particular
caution; ensuring that that you sanitise your hands, wearing a face covering at
all times in our buildings, maintaining social distancing and providing your
details for Track and Trace. We are aware that many people intend to take
additional measures to protect themselves over the winter months. Please
direct friends and neighbours to the online worship and radio broadcast
wherever helpful.

All our buildings are currently in Tier 3. This means that you may travel to any
of our churches to worship. However if the tiers are adjusted and some parts of
our Benefice are placed in Tier 4, the Church of England has confirmed YOU
MUST NOT TRAVEL INTO OR OUT OF TIER 4 TO ATTEND WORSHIP.
Thank you for helping to keep everyone safe.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Second Sunday of Christmas

Church Sunday and weekday worship
 
Sunday 3rd January

10:30am - Online Church Worship via this link
11:00am - Isolation Station Radio Broadcast
NO WORSHIP IN ST ANDREW'S TODAY

Monday 4th January

10:30am - Morning Prayer, St Michael's, Compton Martin

Wednesday 6th January

5:00pm - Evensong sung by the Choir, St Andrew's, Blagdon

Thursday 7th January 

12:00pm, Church in the Spirit of Iona, St Bartholomew's, Ubley

To help us all worship safely, please book for weekday services via this form. Please
wear a mask at all times whilst inside our buildings, maintain social distancing and
ensure that your details are left on the Track and Trace register.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
3 January 2021

Second Sunday after Christmas

Theme: Christmas 2

Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
Spiritual Blessings in Christ

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us
in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him
in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set
forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him
you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own
people, to the praise of his glory.

A Reflection 

Together with the Letter to the Colossians - a number of phrases are used in
both, according to the custom of the time - the Letter to the Ephesians is
thought to have been written in Rome some 30 years after the first Easter Day;
Paul is a prisoner awaiting trial. 

This letter does not appear to be answering questions raised or even
addressing concerns and controversies reported to Paul; such you may find in
other letters.  

For a thoughtful person asking the question ‘what does this mean?’, a thread
running through the Christmas and Epiphany season tells of a foundation belief
for all Christians that Jesus, born of Mary, born in a stable, vulnerable, helpless
as a baby, is the Messiah, the Saviour; he has come, not for a part, but for all
humanity - past, present and future - for all time. 

From earliest days till now Christians have not been looking back to the lands
of Palestine to revere the memory of the dead Jesus; they have as it were,
been looking up to a living Lord in the present, through whom they worship
God.  This passage at the beginning of the letter emphasises the glory and
wonder of what you have received.   

There is a necessary caution for knowledge of the glory of God does not give
Christians, nor the Church, any better historical evidence than may be had by
any serious enquirer, nor any greater understanding in making judgements,
where wisdom and insight and compassion are required.  It is the gospel you
proclaim not a body of privileged information.  Your task is no less than to
‘cause his glory to be revealed’

A Prayer for Sunday

Almighty God,
in the birth of your Son
you have poured on us the new light of your incarnate Word,
and shown us the fullness of your love:
help me to walk in his light and dwell in his love
that I, along with all Godly people,
may know the fullness of his joy;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Sunday Worship
3 January 2021

You are invited to joins for online worship for the Second Sunday after
Christmas, led by Simon on our website. Please click the link at 10:30am to
join our Church family. There will be no Zoom coffee this week, due to the
Sunday Eucharist held at St Andrew's.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am and
with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Talk for Christmas Day 2020, given by Gene Joyner 
St Michael’s, Compton Martin

 

Today is a beautiful day in which we celebrate the birth of a baby boy by the
name of Jesus.  In a year that has been beset with challenges not least the
spread of a virus, I believe we still have so much to be grateful for.

Many presents will be exchanged today.  Things may look a little different as we
share greetings over Zoom instead of large family gatherings, and yes, we are
still grateful.  Having our Christmas day service outside today, is just one
example of how normal traditions have had to change, and yet the day is just
as special.

This is also the time in which we are called to celebrate the magic that is
Christmas.  We rejoice as we recall the miraculous birth of the baby born in
Bethlehem.  We retell the story of the incarnation of God – the God the world
did not know and who came into the world in the humblest of circumstances. 
Jesus, born in a barn, wrapped in a blanket, and laid in a manger for his bed. 
His humble start did not begin to reflect the story of his true nature. 

The Gospel of John offers us a profound explanation of who that sweet little
Jesus boy was.  He writes, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.”  The Word was God – and yet, people did
not understand.  Jesus came into the world to know human suffering and to
teach important lessons that would serve his people forever.  Ultimately, Jesus,
the light of the world, came to rescue his people and point them toward
salvation.  

In these tumultuous times, there will be many struggling with life, with God and
with Jesus - God made human.  And for those of us with faith, we often find
ourselves struggling with what it means to be God’s shining light in the world. 
On this day when we shower our friends and loved ones with presents, how or
what have we gifted the world?  What have we offered those with much less? 
How have we remembered the poor and the suffering?  What is our gift to God?

As we wonder how and why God came to earth, let us be reminded of the
grace that has been shown to us simply by God’s presence.  Our gift to God is
our response to the human condition.  It is personified in the ways we offer
grace to our neighbours, near and far.  During Jesus’ physical time on earth, we
were shown how to care for those with the greatest need.  Jesus did not spend
time dining with nobility, despite his divine status.  Jesus was never to be
crowned an earthly king.  Instead Jesus dined with the marginalised and the
outcasts.  Jesus shone a light on injustice and forced his disciples to look
inwardly, examining their hearts and minds to find the true meaning of life.

It is God’s hope that present-day followers will take time from the hustle and
bustle of a busy Christmas to shine a light on the urgent matters of the day. 
Just like in ancient times, this world is in need of healing.  A world that has had
to deal with COVID, Barbaric acts of Terrorism, The Climate emergency, fake-
news, Black lives matter issues, the increasing dependence on Foodbanks and
the divisions over Brexit, never mind the ongoing wars, conflicts, famines,
corrupt governments, and on it goes.  Is it any wonder that so many are feeling
exhausted after this year of fractured relationships, mistrust, and the disruption
of normal life?  But the message on this Christmas day, is that The Word is still
with us and the shining light of Christ will guide us out of the wilderness and
lead us away from despair.

God is nudging us, his beloved people, to take on the mantle of discipleship
and serve the world in the name of his loving Son.  There are numerous issues
demanding our attention and there are many ways to get involved in helping all
of God’s children to experience and know the love of God.  We are needed now
more than ever to share the love of Christ with others who have been waiting a
lifetime to hear the good news of Christmas.  And the good news is not that the
shops are open longer, or we get a few days off work, the good news of
Christmas is that it offers us a God given opportunity for demonstrating the love
and compassion, that God has shown to us. 

Today, we celebrate this Christmas, the birth of Jesus.  We give thanks for
those who gather with us and we think of all those who are missing loved ones. 
Despite the shadow of this incredibly difficult year, let’s strive to make it a
joyous occasion.  The God of Creation is inviting us to recreate the meaning of
this wonderful season in which miracles can truly happen. It is possible to live in
a world filled with love and peace.  As God’s people not only must we believe
that better days are ahead but it is up to us in whatever way we can to make it
a reality.

Howard Thurman, an African American theologian, educator, and civil rights
leader, wrote this poem called The Work of Christmas and I think it really sets
out the work before us:

When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among others,
to make music in the heart.

May we all celebrate the joy of the Christmas season and give thanks for the
continuing presence of the Creator.  May the light of Jesus bring new life into
this world and may it shine brightly forever.  Amen.

Children's Corner

The first Young Church Mag of 2021 is packed with puzzles and fun to help
you get your new year started. It's available as a printable PDF download by
clicking this link. 

One more step – a New Year message from Bishop Peter

January takes its name from the Roman god, Janus, who is usually depicted as
having two faces, looking both to the future and the past. At the start of a New
Year it is good to do the same.

2020 will sadly be remembered as the year disrupted by COVID-19. Cracks in
our care for each other have been revealed and it has had a disproportionate
effect on those already vulnerable or deprived. It showed us that those who are
most essential to our needs, those who clean and serve and care, are often
those valued least in our economy. However, we also saw extraordinary acts of
kindness and compassion, as churches and communities worked together to
provide comfort, support, and practical care.

So, what of 2021? The temptation may be to forget what we have learnt, to
paper over the cracks, ignore what has been uncomfortable and to seek
comfort in the familiar. I hope we don’t. 2020 opened our eyes to the harm
caused when people are excluded on the basis of race, ability, gender, sexual
orientation or wealth. Jesus calls us to a better way. Jesus broke the bounds of
exclusion, refusing to accept the social norms and speaking to Samaritans,
women, Gentiles, tax collectors and sinners. He teaches that the first shall be
last and the last first. He reconciles humanity to God through his death and
resurrection.

As we look forward to 2021, we need to think again what it means to follow
Christ and to build our lives and communities based on mutual love, respect
and service. ‘For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to
give his life as a ransom for many.’

May we all know the Lord’s leading and guiding as we step out into a New Year.

With my warmest greetings,

Bishop Peter

Bishop Ruth will be live on BBC Radio Bristol on Sunday 3rd January from
8.35am with a New Year reflection.

Archdeaconry Days 2021
Prayer is the foundation of our relationship with God and yet we observe that
many people, lack confidence in bringing themselves before God in prayer,
even though they may have had decades of joining in with prayer during regular
worship.

This year, we have scheduled a week of learning together online supported by
a host of materials that will work across different contexts and ages.

The outline for the week is as follows:

Sunday 10 January – worship
A recorded non-Eucharistic service from the Cathedral of around 30 minutes,
focused on prayer, including a reflection from Bishop Ruth, inviting people
across the diocese to join together in exploring prayer over the coming week.
Bishop Ruth’s short reflection and invitation will also be available as a separate
package for those who would like to weave it into their own offering for that day.

Monday 11 to Friday 15 January – inspiration and
experimentation
A short video will be released each day, featuring people from across the
diocese talking about the ways that they like to pray. They will reflect a range of
contexts and ages and each day will have a theme: Prayer and Nature; Prayer
and the Digital World; Prayer and Arts; Prayer and the Bible; Prayer and
People. The videos are designed to inspire and will be accompanied by a few
suggestions of things that people could try themselves.
There will also be a background video on ‘Why pray?’ with personal reflections
from people – particularly to help those who perhaps haven’t reflected on the
nature and range of prayer.

Saturday 16 January – discussion and reflection together
We will host sessions on the Saturday to bring people together to hear more
about prayer and have a chance (in breakout rooms) to discuss what they have
tried/learned/experimented with during the week. This will also be a chance to
reinforce the materials that are available to support them in developing patterns
of prayer.

As always, the sessions will encourage people across a particular
archdeaconry area to gather together but will be open to all. When people sign
up to the Archdeaconry Days they will receive the joining instructions, which will
include an option to join by UK phone number.

10.00 to 11.00 – hosted by the Archdeacon of Bath
11.30 to 12.30 – hosted by the Archdeacon of Wells
2.00 to 15.00 – hosted by the Archdeacon of Taunton

We hope that as well as attending yourself, you will also be able to encourage
people from your church to do so as well. We will be providing a simple guide
for groups with ideas to help any regular home/prayer/Bible study groups make
the journey through the week together.

Please sign up on the diocesan website to receive all the materials and links at
the right time.

Prayer within our community

We have been asked to pray for:
In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Joy, Max, Joyce, for Alan and Elaine,
for Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, Elizabeth, Nick, Piers,
Neil and Margaret.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert, for Mathew,
Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.

We pray for Bishop Peter as he continues chemotherapy following
his diagnosis of acute myeloid leukaemia. We pray for God's healing grace for
Bishop Peter and also for Jane, his wife, and all his family that they continue to
know God's love and and strength through this difficult time. We pray also for
Bishop Ruth as she postpones her sabbatical and leads the Bishops' staff. We
pray for all those being treated for illness at this time.

Remembering those who have died:
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Giles Barwick, Neville Machin, Hilary
Allen, and for their families and friends who mourn.

Holy Jesus,
by being born one of us,
and lying humbly in a manger,
you show how much God loves the world.
Let the light of your love always shine in our hearts,
until we reach our home in heaven,
and see you on your throne of glory.
Amen.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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