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God of healing and compassion,
we thank you for the establishment of the National Health Service,
and for the dedication of all who work in it:
give skill, sympathy and resilience
to all who care for the sick,
and your wisdom to those engaged in medical research.
Strengthen all in their vocation through your Spirit,
that through their work many will be restored to health and strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer for the anniversary of the NHS, celebrated on Sunday

It has been a busy week - at least compared with other weeks! - as the church
buildings have begun to stir and welcome individuals for prayer. More news
about how we will develop our worship programme will be provided over the
coming weeks. We want to serve the needs of all our Church family. With this in
mind, I have included an essay from The Guardian recommended by Helen
Fenn, on the ways in which faith communities have adapted to the lockdown
and the opportunities before us. You'll find it below the regular
features; including Sunday Worship and Reflection, Radio broadcast, Young
Church Mag and Diocesan News.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Important Notice:
From next week, to allow Laura to return to more normal working hours,

Church Link will be sent out on Fridays.
The next edition will be issued on Friday 10th July.

Sunday Worship
5 July 2020

Please join us for Sunday worship for the Third Sunday of Trinity, led by Simon
via a vimeo link on our website. Please click the link tomorrow morning at
9:50am to join our Church family. This week's worship is about 40 minutes
long, so to enable you to join us for Zoom coffee afterwards, you will need to
begin 10 minutes earlier!

As usual, our worship will be followed by a live chat via Zoom from 10:30 -
11am. We are very much enjoying these opportunities to see each other. If you
haven't joined us yet, please consider meeting us online tomorrow through the
links below.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4616809429?pwd=TzAvZFdVQzBKekJYU0xNR1lTK1g5dz09

If prompted to enter a meeting ID or password, these are as follows:
Meeting ID: 461 680 9429
Password: BCMU06

Sunday Reading and Reflection
5 July 2020 - Trinity IV

St Thomas

Thomas quite simply could not believe. But then!

Reading: John 20:24-29

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ 
But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them.  Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you.’  Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and
see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it in my side.  Do not doubt but
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him,
‘Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have come to believe.’

A Reflection 

We cannot remotely begin to understand the turmoil in the lives and the minds
of all those who had followed Jesus through his three years of ministry.  His life
had been ended in the agony of the cross.  The disciples would be beside
themselves with grief; guilt would intensify that grief; they had ‘all forsaken him
and fled’.  Fear was a constant companion; fear that they would be next to be
arrested.  Then . . . .

Two women go in the early morning; they find the tomb empty.  Remarkably
they said they were told that he had risen.  They rushed to tell the others and
two Disciples run breathlessly to see if it was true.   ‘He is not here; he is
risen’.  The guilt, the fear will not have gone away but it was true; Jesus had
risen from the tomb.  This was confirmed by the men on the road to Emmaus
that same day.  We cannot possibly imagine the range of emotion and feeling
that swept over them all compounded by their lack of understanding.

One disciple was not with the them when first Jesus came to them in the room
which was locked for fear of the Jews.  Thomas quite simply could not believe;
you will find many of the same mind today.

Was it through some deep, deep trouble, or some undreamed-of happiness,
when Christ came to you and that trouble or that joy made all the difference? 
Thomas would say his amen to that. ‘Yes’, he would say, ‘that was true for me
too’.  Then, in his mind’s eye, he would go back to the empty tomb and see it
with new understanding through the eyes of faith.  He would cling to it with no
possibility of being shaken.

This is the point I want to press home.  The Christian faith turns on what you
put first.  I do not say you have to believe in an empty tomb; this may come
later, and will come if faith is to hold.  Most importantly comes that awareness
of the Christ who rose from the dead, and who is risen and alive today.  That is
where you start and that is where you finish.

A Prayer for Sunday 

Almighty and eternal God,
who, for the firmer foundation of our faith,
allowed your holy apostle Thomas 
to doubt the resurrection of your Son
till word and sight convinced him:
grant to me, who have not seen, 
that I also may believe more deeply and honestly
and so confess Christ as our Lord and our God;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

Simon's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station is broadcast on Sunday
morning from 10:45am, beginning with the sound of church bells and followed
by the reflection at 11am. You can also listen to this week's recording 'Doubt
doesn't last long' on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

Following this week's Gospel Reading, the Young Church Mag is filled with a
word search, maze, codebreaker and spot the difference to help younger
families to understand Matthew 11:25-end. It is available as a printable PDF
download by clicking this link.

This week's Connect e-magazine from the Diocese of Bath and Wells, including
celebrating the anniversary of the NHS and the reopening of churches, can be
read by clicking this link.

Bishop Peter's reflection for Sunday 5th July, on the refreshment and
restoration of the soul in the face of heavy burden, can be watched by

clicking on the image above.

With thanks to Helen Fenn, who suggested that I read the following essay from The
Guardian. The full text and images are available on this link.

Keeping the faith:
religion in the UK amid coronavirus

by Harriet Sherwood; photographs by David Levene

As places of worship prepare to reopen after more than three months of
lockdown, we chart the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on faith

communities in the UK

It started with a tap on the microphone. Then a voice echoed around the west
London housing estate: “We are passing through the valley of the shadow of
death, but we are not alone.” It was Sunday 19 April, when the Covid-19
pandemic was at its most intense in London and the earth was shifting
beneath our feet.

The Rev Pat Allerton, a Church of England vicar, pressed a button on his
phone to play Judy Collins’ powerful rendition of Amazing Grace, and
something extraordinary happened.

Faces appeared behind glass, windows opened and people leaned out.
Residents came on to balconies. Some held up small children to see. A
woman aided by a walking frame shuffled on to a path. A couple of older men
in vests stood with their arms crossed; women in hijabs came out of their
homes; a man wearing a kippah stopped to listen.

Amazing Grace faded and Allerton took up his microphone. As he began the
Lord’s Prayer, some people bowed their heads, some put their hands together,
some mouthed words taught many years before. A few wept. No one laughed
or jeered or heckled. In the middle of one of the most cosmopolitan cities on
earth, this was a communal moment of spirituality.

A month earlier, the Church of England had suspended services and locked its
church doors. Mosques cancelled Friday prayers, temples closed, synagogues
shut. At a critical moment when people were frightened, uncertain and in
desperate need of comfort and hope, congregational prayer and worship, the
cornerstone of organised religion, was no longer. Faith leaders were forced to
find new ways of reaching out.

Allerton decided that if people were unable to go to church, he would take
church to the people. He rented a cargo bike, borrowed a sound system and
bought a portable generator online. He was uncertain how people would react
to his bite-sized services on the streets, in estates and outside hospitals. But
he said: “I’ve been amazed by the response. People feel very emotional. They
are looking for answers.” The crisis had shown a “spiritual hunger out there”,
he added.

As Covid-19 tore through the world, Google searches for “prayer” rose by
50%. According to one survey, a quarter of British adults said they had prayed
for an end to the crisis.

Russell Brand, the comedian and activist, mused on this subject on Instagram.
“People want to know how to pray all of a sudden. There was a time not that
long ago when we thought that prayer and religion was redundant, that
mankind could answer all of our questions through technology,” he said.
Prayer was a recognition that life on earth was “limited … on some level we
know [it] is not enough.”

Five million people tuned in to a service led by Justin Welby, the archbishop of
Canterbury, at a makeshift altar on his kitchen table on 22 March, broadcast
on the BBC and Facebook. The C of E, which has seen a steep decline in
churchgoing in recent decades, said it was the largest single “congregation” in
its history.

Clergy at St Martin-in-the-Fields in Trafalgar Square were astonished to find
more than 1,000 people joining their online morning prayer sessions. At St
Nics in Durham, more than 2,300 people watched a streamed service one
Sunday in March, compared with a normal attendance of about 300.

The Church of England launched a 24-hour free phone line for Christian
worship and prayer, aimed at people with no or limited access to the internet
and offering “words of comfort and hope”. More than 6,000 calls were made in
the first 48 hours of operation.

Other faiths and denominations saw similar trends. Anglicans, Pentecostals,
Catholics, Muslims, Jews, Sikhs, Hindus and others rapidly developed or
expanded online prayers and services. Remarkably, the transfer of faith to the
easily accessible and informal virtual world unleashed a new experimentation.

“People who might be curious but perhaps inhibited by unfamiliar dress codes
or arcane rituals discovered they could try out faith anonymously, log in to
different services, even cross religions,” said Ed Kessler, founder director of
the interfaith Woolf Institute. “You might think: I wonder what happens at
Muslim prayers – now you can find out.” Rather like a pub crawl, people could
do a “place of worship crawl”.

As religious leaders learned to master the mute button, some sought more
creative ways to keep the faith.
In Stamford Hill in north London, Europe’s biggest ultra-Orthodox Jewish
community, the closure of synagogues and the government’s edict to maintain
physical distance from people outside one’s household were grievous blows.

Two weeks before lockdown began, Jews celebrated the festival of Purim with
prayer services and parties, where dancing, singing and embracing almost
certainly spread the virus. Two weeks after the start of lockdown, as the
Jewish death toll from Covid-19 was rising at an alarming rate, Passover –
traditionally another time of communal worship and family feasts – was
marked in isolation.

For many Jews, the directive from faith leaders to pray at home or online was
not simple. Many ultra-Orthodox, or Haredi, Jews have limited access to the
internet, and the use of technology is prohibited on Shabbat, the Jewish
sabbath. Moreover, a minyan – a physical quorum of 10 males over the age of
13 – is required for prayer. How could they meet both the requirements of their
faith and the coronavirus constraints?

Joel Snitzer had an idea. The owner of a construction company and the father
of 10 children, Snitzer went to the synagogue to pray three times a day before
lockdown. Now the synagogue was locked, but perhaps he and his
neighbours could form a minyan, each separated in their own back garden.

Over a weekend, he built a bimah, a raised platform from which the Torah is
read, where his garden meets the garden backing it. He fetched the Torah
scroll from his synagogue. The neighbours agreed on a daily act of worship at
9.45am. To all intents and purposes, they created a backyard synagogue. In
gardens and on flat roofs, his neighbours gathered with their prayer books.

Not quite all the neighbours: the family living next door to the Snitzers are
Muslim. Wass Bham had no problem with daily Jewish prayers. “I think it’s a
good thing that people find a way to practice their religion and achieve a sense
of community in a safe way at this time,” he said. “Muslims and Jews have a
lot in common. And at the end of the day we are living side by side.”

By then, Bham had been fasting during daylight hours for two weeks, with
another two weeks still ahead of him. Ramadan, the Muslim holy month, was
an unprecedented challenge this year, with people unable to go to the mosque
to pray after sunset and prohibited from sharing their iftar meals to break the
daily fast with loved ones.

“This is something completely new for us,” said Mohammed Kozbar, the
chairman of the Finsbury Park mosque, shortly before Ramadan began. “We
would normally have about 2,000 people coming through the mosque every
day – even those who don’t normally pray. Now the mosque is locked and
empty. It’s heartbreaking.”

The silver lining was the chance to spend more time with his family, he said.
With the closure of mosques, Muslim men and women began praying at home
together for the first time. It was “one of the small blessings we can see in this
horrendous situation,” said Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra, a Leicester imam.

For many people, the pandemic has led to a fundamental recalibration of the
way we live and what is really important. In contemplating mortality, the
question “is this it?” takes on weight and urgency. No wonder there has been
some degree of religious revival – but how enduring it is remains to be seen.

Father Rayner Wakeling, of St Silas church, King’s Cross, prepares to deliver a
service to his parishioners via Facebook from his home. “I didn’t initially think I would
do any live streaming. Certainly celebrating mass at home on my own was going to

be really strange. [But] on Sunday about 300 people watched on Facebook,
compared to around 35 people who come to church. Well, I was amazed!”

Now some faith leaders are asking themselves whether the changes in the way
they have practiced their faith under lockdown will leave a lasting mark.
In conversation with Kessler about the new religious landscape, Rowan
Williams, the former archbishop of Canterbury, wondered whether time was up
on the concept of religious institutions as “official brokers” between people
and God. Joe Aldred, a Pentecostal bishop, said lockdown had “solidified my
longstanding sense of wanting to understand God beyond the euphoria of
what happens on a Sunday”. Isolation, he added, could “enrich the spiritual
experience”.

Faith leaders had adapted surprisingly quickly to new circumstances, said
Kessler. “They have generated new communities, some of which will survive.
But the institutionalisation of religion will be less important in the future. People
might want certainty, but they don’t want rigidity.”

Allerton had similar thoughts. Of his church congregation, he said: “Like any
family, we miss each other and we long to be back together. But there’s been
real learning about how to reach out and reconnect with the world. Our
message stays the same, but its delivery needs to move with the times.”

Prayer within our community

Lord Jesus Christ,
you taught us to love our neighbour,
and to care for those in need
as if we were caring for you.
In times of anxiety, give us strength
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,
and to assure the isolated
of our love, and your love,
for your name’s sake.
Amen.

These are the names of people that our Church family have been asked to
pray for.

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Jan Anders, who is now exceptionally
frail, Elizabeth, Nick, Piers, Neil and Margaret.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard, who is having chemotherapy,
and for Kim, who is improving after being knocked from her bike.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Mathew, Tom and
Harry, Ceiwen and Robert.

We also pray for Roz and Gary who will be married in our Benefice next week
and send them our warmest congratulations.

Our prayer teams continue to operate remotely. If you have someone or
something that you would like us to pray for, your requests can be passed
onto them and included in our prayers. Please click here to send us your
requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Landline: 462169
Mobile: 07768 725380  speak to Melloney Kaye
Email: standrewchurchwarden.bcmu@gmail.com
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