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Sunday 15 August 2021

God of glory,
the end of our searching,
help us to lay aside
all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom,
and to give all that we have
to gain the pearl beyond all price,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Alternative Collect for Trinity XI

Please click the banner above to read the second edition of Pathways
newsletter with details of the new pattern of worship, beginning in September.
Paper copies will be available in each church.

Our Eucharist on Sunday 15th August will be in St Andrew's Church,
Blagdon, at 10:30am. No prior booking is required for this service. 
From 15th - 29th August, due to annual leave, there will be no online
worship. There is a link to the worship from Wells Cathedral in the notice
below. Our online worship will return again on Sunday 5th September.

Please note: Iona Worship and Evensong are pausing for a break during
August and will return again in September.

Please give your support to the events taking place over the next couple of
weeks. (Sadly, due to medical reasons, the concert on Friday 20th August
has had to be postponed, but we hope to organise a new date. Those who
had already purchased tickets should have been contacted by Eventbrite.)

Saturday 14th August, 6:00pm - 10:00pm - Barbecue in the Garden at
Holt Farm. Please see the notice below for details of how to purchase
tickets, both in person and online. 
Saturday 21st August, 10:00am - 12:00pm - Pop-up Market in St
Andrew's Churchyard in aid of Medicines sans Frontieres and
Homestart, Bristol.

Ubley and Compton Martin are both holding events in September. Ubley are
holding a Summer Fete on Sunday 5th September at the Old Manor
opposite the church from 12 noon. Compton Martin look forward to a day of
craft, quizzes, refreshments and cakes at 'We're Batty about our Church'
on Saturday 18th September at St Michael's Church. More details to follow.

We look forward to welcoming you soon.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
 

Sunday 15th August
 

10:30am - Sunday Eucharist, St Andrew's, Blagdon.

Our three parish churches will be open for individual prayer every
day from 9am - 5pm

Please wear a face covering inside our buildings and observe social
distancing.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
15 August 2021 - Trinity XI

Those listening to Jesus would immediately make the connection between
what Jesus has been saying earlier; the often-repeated story of the Israelites
in the wilderness; how, starving, God sent manna for them to eat (Exodus
16).  This manna sustained them both physically and in spirit through their
desert journey.

Reading: John 6.51-58

‘I am the living bread that came down from heaven.  Whoever eats of this
bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is
my flesh.’

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give
us his flesh to eat?’  So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise
them up on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them.  Just
as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever
eats me will live because of me.  This is the bread that came down from
heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one
who eats this bread will live for ever.’

A Reflection 

Now Jesus summarises when he says, “I am the living bread that came down
from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die.”  The death Jesus speaks
about chimes with the death that threatened Israel under harsh conditions in
the desert; it is also the death that comes through separation from God
represented by the thought that life back in Egypt was preferable.  God
sustained life through ‘Manna’ Jesus, identifies himself as manna which we
clearly understand and identify with the bred of the Eucharist.

Jesus expands the thought; the life he brings is eternal; it goes on throughout
history and throughout time; death is no barrier.  Eternal life has no limits; it is
God’s gift.  That may be our understanding now; for the people who listened
then, it was an outrageous thought; no wonder it caused heated argument.

John also has something rather different in mind.  Eternal life is not
something that begins at death; it is a present reality, now; Heaven in real,
now; Hell is real, now.  The verbs he uses are in the present tense.  A
Christian remembers that it is God and God’s initiatives that properly possess
this quality.

The eucharistic is not explicitly mentioned but you will hear the underlying
harmonies.  John’s Gospel has no account of the Last Supper.  The passage
today identifies a future gift of eating and drinking the significance would not
be lost on those early readers of the Gospel.  Jesus had initiated a new
thought; the Israelites told the story with the past in mind; Jesus transforms
the pronoun from ‘he’ to ‘I’; the bread that I shall give . . . . 

Keep your tongue from evil,
and your lips from speaking deceit.
Depart from evil, and do good;
seek peace, and pursue it.

[Psalm 34:13 & 14]

A Prayer for Sunday

O God, you declare your almighty power
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity:
mercifully grant to me such a measure of your grace,
that I, running the way of your commandments,
may receive your gracious promises,
and be made a partaker of your heavenly treasure;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Online Worship - Trinity XI
15 August 2021, 2:00pm

Please join 'A Word in Season for the Eleventh Sunday after Trinity, led by
the Cathedral Chancellor, Dr Rob James, which will be live-streamed here at
2pm on Sunday and available thereafter on the Cathedral website. Please
click the link at 10:30am to join our Church family.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am and
with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

Please click this link to download this week's Young Church Mag.

Prayer within our Community

We have been asked to pray for:

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Nikki and her family, Britta and her
parents Roger and Kathy, for Elizabeth, Neil and Margaret, and Gerald.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard and Nigel.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert, for
Mathew, Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.

Please pray for our wedding couples, particularly Rory and Gemma, Greg
and Katie, Rhianon and Christopher, and Robert and Nicola who will
celebrate their marriage in St Andrew's, Church.

O Lord, support us all the day long,
until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes,
and the busy world is hushed, 
and the fever of life is over, and our work is done.
Then in thy mercy grant us a safe lodging, 
and a holy rest, 
and peace at the last.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston
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