
Good Morning, I’m Gene and as before, I’m sharing these talks with Simon.  This morning I want to 
talk about the gift of water.

It is probably the first and last thing we use in our day to day living.  Getting out of bed in the 
morning we either put the kettle on for that morning cuppa, or step into the shower and then at 
night before we get into bed, we rinse our toothbrush before and after that final brushing of our 
teeth.  Now more than ever we are being reminded to wash our hands; water is very much the 
first defence in protecting ourselves and those we love from Covid. 

Water, such a precious resource but with it literally being on tap, it’s so easy to take it for granted.  
Up to 70% - 75% of the earth’s surface is covered by water.  About 70% of our bodies are made up 
of water and about 85% of the adult brain is comprised of water.  Water is essential to life and all 
living things need water to survive.  

By 2050, just 30 years from now, in our children’s and grandchildren’s lifetimes, it is estimated that 
over half the worlds projected population will live in water-stressed areas.  And we can no longer 
plead ignorance; scientists, environmentalists like Sir David Attenborough are telling us we need to 
clean up our act. 
• At least 8 million tons of plastic end up in our oceans every year.
• Marine life ingest or are entangled by plastic debris.
• Plastic and other pollutants threaten; food safety, human health and contributes to climate change.

The experts are telling us to clean up our act and that time is running out! 

In a Biblical context this sounds all too familiar, the prophets usually came telling the people to 
clean up their act and that time was running out.  For Christians, cleaning up our way of life, is 
achieved through the act of repentance.  The act of turning away from harmful, selfish and damaging 
ways of living and turning to God, in a promise to renew our efforts to take better care of 
ourselves, this planet and all of God’s creation. 

With water being so essential to life, we find that water is mentioned over 700 times in the bible, 
incredibly it is mentioned more than faith, hope, prayer and worship.  As if to emphasise ‘waters’ 
importance and place within creation, it first gets a mention in Genesis; water such an important 
component of life, it is mentioned on the very first day!

And then in the final book of the bible, Revelations, water is mentioned again, and it is almost the 
last words of the Bible.  Rev. 22:17 “And let everyone who hears say, Come.  And let everyone who is 
thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes, take the water of life as a gift”.  Water flows throughout the Bible.  
In the escape from Egypt with the parting of the sea, or Noah and the great flood, then there’s the 
story of Jesus speaking to the Samarian woman at the well, telling her that she needs the God 
given, ‘living water’, essential for life.  
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I recently went away for a few days for a company training and team building event.  On the site 
where we stayed was a small lake and many of us decided to have an open air swim, which was 
lovely and refreshing, however with everyone diving in, a lot of the silt and sediment was disturbed 
and when we eventually got out we found that we were all coated in a light film of sediment.  
Drying myself off at the lakeside, my towel looked as though it had been dragged through the mud.  
We all needed to wash ourselves clean in the shower block.  Although we didn’t look good or feel 
great with the layer of silt covering us, it wasn’t really harmful and the slimy coating washed off 
easy enough. 

I can’t help but think that in a way we have all become contaminated or affected by the world we’re 
living in.  Where the desire for material wealth and profit, is stripping the world of its natural 
resources and condemning many to a life of poverty and want.  A world in which we are 
contaminated by the drive for the ever-increasing consumption of finite resources.  A contamination 
that doesn’t wash off as easily as the silt or sediment from a swim in the lake.  This pandemic has 
shaken us all, maybe it is a timely reminder that we can no longer continue living the way are. 
Showing us that we have developed a false sense of security and lost the sense of the 
interconnectedness of life on this world. 

John the Baptist practiced water baptism which was not a new concept to Jews.  All pious Jews 
frequently immersed themselves in ritual pools to spiritually purify themselves.  They understood his 
message of repentance from sin and the corresponding outward act of purification by washing and 
immersion in a pool of water or river.

Recently microplastics have been found on the polar icecaps, they’re in the fish we eat and the air we 
breathe, in the waste we flush back into waterways.  The scientists are telling us that if we don’t 
repent, and change our ways soon, it will be too late.  We are also called by John the Baptist, the 
prophets and Jesus to ‘come to the living water, to drink, be washed clean’ to repent of the ways that 
bring destruction to ourselves, others and our world.  Are we ready to listen, if not to the prophets, 
then the scientists; and repent of our ways now, before it’s too late…   



Prayer
And now for a prayer.

Let us pray.

We pray…
For the wonder and wetness of water
For puddles to splash in, and the joy of mud pies
For weather: rain, snow, sleet, hail and the power of thunder and lightning
For baptism, and the chance to say ‘sorry’ and to start again.

We pray…
For being washed whiter than snow, 
in fact to be washed so clean that we can be challenged to ‘shine as a light in God’s world’,
For the blessing of not having to think about where our next drink of water will come from
For the blessing of running water in our houses
For bottled water in our shops

We pray…
For washing machines and garden hoses
For the sea, so powerful and yet also so gentle
For the wonder of God’s creation, fish of many colours, whales, dolphins
For seaside holidays to refresh and rejuvenate

We pray…
For those who risk their lives at sea for our sake
For those who have nowhere dry to go, no shelter or protection from the weather
For those who long for some clean water, 
and those who try to change the world so they can have some
For all who grow crops to feed themselves and others

We pray
For those who will cry alone tonight, with no one to be with them
For those who shed tears because someone has died

We all praise God for the wonder of life-giving water, 
and for Jesus, the well-spring of Life.
Amen.


