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Church Link                            No. 71
Sunday 1 August 2021

Gracious Father,
revive your Church in our day,
and make her holy, strong and faithful,
for your glory’s sake
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Alternative Collect for Trinity IX

Our Eucharist on Sunday 1st August will be in St Andrew's Church, Blagdon,
at 10:30am. No prior booking is required for this service. Online worship can
be found on our website. Please join us on Sunday at 10:30am.

Tickets are selling well for our Barbecue in the Garden at Holt Farm on
Saturday. Please see the notice below for details of how to purchase tickets,
both in person and online. 

Following the success of earlier markets on The Mead, St Andrew's will be
hosting a pop-up market in the churchyard on Saturday 21st August, from
10am - 12pm. Please see the poster below and contact Penny Crawfurd for
further details.

The Cassiopeia Ensemble will perform a concert of Chamber Music by
Haydn and Schumann in St Andrew's Church on Friday 20th August at
7:30pm. Tickets at £5 are now available via Eventbrite (please click on the
poster or scan their QR code below).

We look forward to welcoming you soon.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

             Reminder: Lockdown Lifting Measures
                                July 2021 update
 

“Taking personal responsibility means responsibility for our neighbour,
not just for ourselves, and taking precautions to protect those more
vulnerable than we consider ourselves to be.” 
                                                                       Sarah, Bishop of London
 

Face coverings
We strongly recommend that these continue to be worn in our buildings
during worship.
Recognising that this is now a matter of personal choice, an area in
each church will be set aside for those who choose not to wear a face
covering.

Registering for Worship
We will no longer be taking advance bookings for worship. However we
do need to be able to assist the NHS in the event of an outbreak being
associated with one of our buildings. Please download the NHS
Covid App and bring you smartphone to worship to scan the QR Code
every time you enter. Those without the App will be asked to complete
the paper Track & Trace register upon arrival. Your details will only be
passed on to the relevant authorities in the event of a local outbreak and
will be destroyed after 21 days.
 

Social Distancing
We will contnue to advise people to socially distance from others inside
our buildings.
People may choose to sit with others from outside their household
bubble in groups of no more than six individuals. To help stewards seat
everyone safely, this should be arranged prior to worship.
 

Hand Sanitising
As before, please apply hand sanitiser upon entering and exiting our
buildings.
 

Singing
We would like everyone to benefit from singing as part of our worship.
To mitigate risk, the congregation must wear face coverings whilst
singing.

Those who feel unwell are urged not to attend worship, but seek a
PCR test as early as possible.
We will continue to offer online alternatives for those unable to attend
our buildings.

Ninth Sunday after Trinity
 

Sunday 1st August

10:30am - Sunday Eucharist, St Andrew's, Blagdon.
10:30am - Online worship via our website. Please click here to
join.    

Wednesday 4th August

5:00pm - Evensong, sung by the Choir, St Andrew's, Blagdon.

Thursday 5th August

12:00pm - Online Church in the Spirit of Iona, via Zoom.          
Please click here to join.

Our three parish churches will be open for individual prayer every
day from 9am - 5pm.

Please wear a face covering inside our buildings and observe social
distancing.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
01 August 2021 - Trinity IX

In the passage from the Letter to the Ephesians we looked at last week, St
Paul outlined the blessings associated with being a child of God.  Now, he
outlines the responsibilities associated with that status.  
The first verse sets the scene; Paul is a ‘prisoner for the Lord’s sake’;
elsewhere he says he is an ‘ambassador in chains’.  He sets out then what is
the central theme for the remainder of the letter that you will live up to your
calling.  The calling is none other than the two great commandments given by
Jesus; to love God and to love your neighbour as yourself.

Reading: Ephesians 4.1-16

Unity in the Body of Christ
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is one body and one Spirit,
just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and
in all.

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
Therefore it is said,
‘When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;
he gave gifts to his people.’

(When it says, ‘He ascended’, what does it mean but that he had also
descended into the lower parts of the earth?  He who descended is the same
one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.)
 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure
of the full stature of Christ.  We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro
and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their
craftiness in deceitful scheming.  But speaking the truth in love, we must
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the
whole body, joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is
equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in
building itself up in love.

A Reflection 

A lesson you must learn and learn again, is that all relationships involve a
willingness to endure and to exercise patience and restraint.  If it is true for
an individual, it is true also in a church, in friendships, in community and at
work.  This is no soft option and will sometimes lead to the truth spoken ‘in
love’; such truth can be hard and direct.

Paul pleads for unity and observes that it is the Holy Spirit that makes unity
possible.  In another letter, to the Corinthian Church, Paul talks about the
diversity of members of the Church but that all are in the one body, the body
of Christ, the Church.  Unity in the church does not come easily.  We must
rely on the Spirit to make it possible to work together harmoniously “in the
bond of peace.”

If Paul emphasises our unity, he also acknowledges our diversity - the grace
given to each of us - distinctive grace made to measure, just as a custom-
tailored suit is made to measure.  The gifts of each Christian should be
valued.

A Prayer for Sunday

Almighty God,
who sent your Holy Spirit
to be the life and light of your Church:
open my heart to the riches of your grace,
that I may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit
in love and joy and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

Online Worship - Trinity IX
01 August 2021, 10:30am

Please join us for Sunday worship for the Ninth Sunday after Trinity, led by
Simon on our website. Please click the link at 10:30am to join our Church
family.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am and
with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

Please click this link to download this week's Young Church Mag.

Tickets can also be purchased online through Eventbrite
(Fee payable to website host)

Prayer within our Community

We have been asked to pray for:

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Nikki and her family, Britta and her
parents Roger and Kathy, for Elizabeth, Neil and Margaret, and Gerald.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard and Nigel.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert, for
Mathew, Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.
Please pray for our wedding couples, particularly Rory and Gemma, Greg
and Katie, Rhianon and Christopher, and Robert and Nicola who will
celebrate their marriage in St Andrew's, Church.

O Lord, support us all the day long,
until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes,
and the busy world is hushed,
and the fever of life is over, and our work is done.
Then in thy mercy grant us a safe lodging,
and a holy rest,
and peace at the last.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston
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