
Good morning.  Meet Thomas, who some say represents the modern man and woman; the 
personality from Christian Scripture, labeled for all time, ‘The Doubter’.  We know little about him. 
He’s on the list of Disciples, and you must go to St John’s Gospel to hear him speak, but only four 
times. 

The first, is when Jesus hears that Lazarus is dead.  He says to his disciples he must go to Mary and 
Martha the sisters of Lazarus at Bethany, close to Jerusalem.  Thomas says, ‘Let us go too so that we 
can die with him’.  I puzzle at his tone of voice.  Was it one of bravado, or was it, and I think this is 
more likely, one of resignation and depression?  ‘We are done for; if he goes, he will be killed, and 
us with him.’

The next time you hear Thomas speak is when Jesus tells his disciples that it is necessary for him 
to leave them.  ‘Lord’, says Thomas, ‘we do not know where you are going, so how can we know 
the way.’  Here, you see the Thomas you think you know.  I can hear him speak with a real note of 
exasperation in his voice.

Then the third and best remembered time Thomas speaks is on the evening of the day of 
Resurrection.  Thomas is absent when Christ comes to the upper room.  Thomas comes in later 
and when the others tell him what has happened, he makes the reply, repeated and echoed through 
the centuries ‘Unless I can see, I shall not believe’.  The motto of post-modern woman and man.  
History names him; ‘doubting Thomas’.  All this is flimsy evidence to draw any conclusions about 
the personality of Thomas; but that doesn’t stop me trying. 

He is today’s doubter, a sceptic and a critical sceptic at that; with a reputation for splitting hairs; a 
literal man whose inner world needs to be exact about what was happening and what is to be 
believed.  And it fits.  Perhaps Thomas had no imagination, he was far too practical, far too down to 
earth.  He had no visions, and no theories of existence.  Poetry, philosophy, modern-art are as 
nothing.  What is, is, and you should say what you mean and mean what you say.  If only the Church 
is precise in what it believes, all will be well!  But I digress!

He was not given to lateral thinking.  In three out of the four bits of conversation we know about, 
Thomas misunderstands Jesus.  There is melancholy too; he only speaks when death is around; 
some people are gloomy by nature.  Remember this though, Jesus chose him.  Jesus sees 
possibilities where others might see none; for God values all gifts.  In the end, being a Christian 
penetrates even hard-headedness, and Thomas is a hard nut to crack.

To be a Christian you must come to terms with The Resurrection.  The truth is that the weight of 
evidence is against The Resurrection.  You will defend it carefully and defending it opens the dullest 
of minds.  You may start like Thomas, full of melancholy, full of doubt; you do not stay that way.

Easter comes, and it strikes me repeatedly that even on Easter Day, Christians have this tendency 
to look … gloomy.  If you take Thomas as your example, what do you do with Easter?  Thomas was 
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devoted to Jesus, do not doubt that.  He said that he would go to Jerusalem if only to die with 
Jesus.  To be separated from Jesus seems unthinkable hence the mixture of depression and anger; 
they are two sides of the same coin; Thomas finds it difficult to put into words precisely what he is 
feeling; many of us experience that!

There are a lot of Thomas’s today – perhaps you know one – perhaps you are one.  You have 
strong feelings about the Christian faith even stronger ones about the Church; then someone 
spoils it and says ‘Don’t you know, Jesus is risen from the dead.’

Resurrection!  What about it?  Is it not a bit far-fetched?  Sober, scientific, post-modern, 
enlightened women and men are far too sophisticated for such an idea.  Read your stars by all 
means; look for life in space but do not, whatever you do, have any truck with Resurrection.  Mary 
Magdalene and the other women, they can say what they like about seeing Jesus, but what else 
would you expect from people like them?  Enthusiasm is a dangerous thing.  ‘We’ve seen the Lord; 
we’ve seen the Lord’.  I tell you says Thomas that unless I see, I shall not believe.

Perhaps he did not mean to pour scorn but all of them had had a terrible time.  You know how 
easy it is to say things when you are angry and when people will simply not see the truth when it 
stares them in the face.  Thomas is definite.  It could not have happened; people simply do not rise 
from the dead.

You do not argue; you wait patiently; one day they will come and see that life is a mystery; death is 
mystery; maybe, just maybe, death does not have the last word.  You do not argue in the face of 
bereavement; the Disciples were bereaved.  Gloriously for Thomas he was confronted by the risen 
Christ and he was transformed - for ever.  He was not convinced by talk of an empty tomb.  The 
gospel says that only one disciple saw and believed - that was John.

There may not be many of you whose Christian faith comes from a belief in an empty tomb.  Much 
more likely you have been brought up within the Christian tradition, you have walked the way of 
the cross, you have been pilgrims in the faith and yes, perhaps yes, the risen Christ has become real 
for you.  At that moment, like Thomas, your only response can be, ‘My Lord and my God’ 

Thomas teaches you priorities.  The real thing is living with Christ now.  That is where you will 
meet him; you can see his wounds on the face of his Creation; in the faces of the poor; in the 
violence of the world; among the suffering and the oppressed.  For the rest, be faithful.

Thank you for listening.



Prayer
The following prayer is about those moments in time when we doubt and question.  

Let us pray

In times of doubt and questions, 
when our belief in you or your non-existence 
is perplexed by new teaching, new thought, 
when our faith in you or your non-existence 
is strained by creeds, by doctrines, 
when we are challenged by mystery beyond our understanding,
God, 
give us the faithfulness of learners, 
and the courage of believers in you;
give us boldness to examine 
and faith to trust all truth,
stability to hold fast our tradition with enlightened interpretation,
to grasp new knowledge and combine it loyally and honestly with old;
enlighten us from stubborn rejection of new revelation 
and from hasty assurance that we are wiser than those who have gone before, 
Creator God, save us and help us.
Amen.


