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Generous God, you give us gifts and make them grow:
though our faith is small as mustard seed,
make it grow to your glory and the flourishing of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Alternative Collect for the Seventh Sunday after Trinity

From Monday, we are looking forward to welcoming many of the Church family
back to worship in our buildings. Full details are above. Please book
beforehand if you are able. It helps us to plan and practise for bigger events
later in the year. Our Sunday morning worship and radio broadcast will remain
online throughout the summer. Details can be found below, together with
Sunday's reading and reflection, Diocesan news and details of Blagdon Youth
Week activities for anyone in need of inspiration to keep children occupied next
week.
With the idea of growth and renewal in mind, we are pleased to announce a
sale of produce from local gardens and allotments to support St Andrew's
Church on Saturday  8th August (poster below). For those who are shielding,
orders may taken and delivered to your door by telephoning Penny Crawfurd on
01761 462418. There have been very limited opportunities for churches to raise
funds over the past months. Please support the pop-up produce sale if you are
able.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Important Information
Weekday Worship

Monday 3rd August, 10:30am 
     Morning Prayer, St Michael's, Compton Martin
Wednesday 5th August, 5:30pm
     Said Evensong with cantor, St Andrew's, Blagdon
Thursday 6th August, 12 noon
     Church in the Spirit of Iona, St Bartholomew's, Ubley

To help us all to worship safely in our buildings, please book
attendance for weekday services on our website.

You are welcome to attend in any of our buildings. Sunday worship will remain
online during August whilst the options for streaming services are explored.
Please use the online booking form if you are able. Although we realise that this
will feel strange, it will help us to practice for larger services when this will prove
essential. 

Orders of service will be printed. Please collect one when you enter the
church, name it, and bring it with you each time you attend.
Bookings need to be made by 6pm on Sunday 2nd August to allow time
for us to organise seating within bubbles. 
If possible, please wear a face covering inside church buildings.
Please observe 2m social distancing and sanitise your hands upon
entering and exiting the building.
To assist NHS Track and Trace we would like to record your data when
you attend worship. Please tick the consent box on the online form, and
leave your contact details on the register when you attend worship.
Please sanitise hands prior to using the pen. Full details can be found on
our website, or by reading the privacy policy.

Please note that the churches are open on different days to
those advertised in July for individual prayer.

Sunday Worship
2 August 2020

Please join us for Sunday worship for the Eighth Sunday after Trinity, led by
Simon via a vimeo link on our website. Please click the link on
Sunday morning at 9:50am to join our Church family.

As usual, our worship will be followed by 'virtual' coffee and chat
via Zoom from 10:30 - 11am. We are very much enjoying these opportunities to
see each other. If you haven't joined us yet, please consider meeting us online
through the links below.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4616809429?pwd=TzAvZFdVQzBKekJYU0xNR1lTK1g5dz09

If prompted to enter a meeting ID or password, these are as follows:
Meeting ID: 461 680 9429
Password: BCMU06

Sunday Reading and Reflection
2 August 2020 - Trinity VIII

Took - Blessed - Broke - Gave

I shall expand on this short commentary when I talk on Isolation Station
tomorrow Sunday 2, at 11.00am, or you can listen to it on our website: 

Clearly important in the consciousness of the first generations of Christians, this
account of the  ‘Feeding of Five Thousand’ is in all four Gospels: and there is a
question to be discussed: is this account of the feeding of five thousand people
a parable that has become a miracle or a miracle that has become a parable?

Reading: Matthew 14:13-21

The Feeding of the Five Thousand

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted
place by himself.  But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from
the towns.  When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had
compassion for them and cured their sick.  When it was evening, the disciples
came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send
the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for
themselves.’  Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; you give them
something to eat.’  They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five loaves and two
fish.’  And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’  Then he ordered the crowds to sit
down on the grass.  Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to
heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and
the disciples gave them to the crowds.  And all ate and were filled; and they
took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full.  And those
who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

A Reflection 

Although recorded as a miracle many see this as a parable.  A little reflection
on our part, makes the connection with the action taken by Jesus as the very
action that is taken by the Church, day by day, Sunday by Sunday; it mirrors
exactly the pattern of all Eucharist (Holy Communion) worship: how Jesus took
bread and blessed it; he broke it; he gave it; and there was enough for all; as
well as much left over.  

Unlike the days of our abundance, still, as in the lives of so many today, food,
and the prospect of the next meal, was by no means certain in the time of
Jesus.  Few would travel far without taking with them food for the day; not for
them ‘fast-food’ outlets. 

Whether or not this is a parable, it is sharp for our own time; it is about sharing
so that there is enough for all.  In our day and in this particular time of crisis, it
is a parable for the thoughtful.  

In the decade ahead there is little question that for Christians everywhere,
called together locally and nationally to be the Church, there will be a critical
role in addressing poverty in its many forms; housing, debt, hunger, social care,
homelessness, and the despair of many.  These are political issues; they are
also moral issues; they are religious issues.  ‘Five loaves and two small fishes,
but what are they among so many?’  Jesus says, ‘It is enough’.

A Prayer for Sunday 

Almighty God,
who sent your Holy Spirit
to be the life and light of your Church:
open my heart to the riches of your grace,
that I may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit
in love and joy and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

Simon's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning from 10:45am, beginning with the sound of church bells and
followed by the reflection at 11am. You can also listen to this week's recording
'Enough is Enough' on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag with number puzzles, riddles and word
search to help young families remember the Feeding of the Five Thousand is
available as a printable PDF download by clicking this link.

St Hugh's opens to visitors

This little chapel on the top of the Mendips at Charterhouse will be open
to visitors again every Sunday afternoon from 2pm to 5pm from 26th July
until 27th September. This building is listed Grade 2* and a real gem in its
idyllic setting. The unassuming outside of the building belies the quite
spectacular Arts and Craft style interior.
There is parking available outside, or why not have a walk and call in and
see the chapel?
Sadly at the moment we are unable to serve teas and the toilet is closed.
We are taking all necessary precautions with respect to Covid-19.

Penny Crawfurd

This year’s Youth Week is different.... Due to the current rules around
social distancing we cannot run our normal activities. Instead we are
running a mix of live zoom sessions, setting daily challenges, and
organising trails around Blagdon which will run all week to complete in
your own time. We hope people will use the Youth Week facebook page
to share pictures and create a community hub– and the youth week
website will be up and running the weekend before youth week with more
detailed information. All activities are free!

For more information, please contact Miriam Ellis, via email.
Website: BBYW.co.uk

Open to interpretation:
sensing the connection from poetry to prayer
3rd Aug : 10:30 to 12:00

Poetry is a form of communication using non-standard language and grammar,
requiring interpretation. As such it can express something of the unique
complexity of each human life beyond the limited power of the strictly applied
standard lexicon and grammar primer. Poetry accepts us for who we are and
has no choice but to start from where we are and let us build our meaning, in
the sacred space between the reader and the text.

Together in this seminar, led by Revd David Weir, Rector of Exmoor, we will
explore how Shakespeare can help us pause for thought and express
something of our life’s complexity and can this help us in our prayer.

Register for this free Zoom event here.

Prayer within our community

Please pray for Philippa and Richard, who will be married in St Michael's
Church, Compton Martin, tomorrow afternoon. 

Lord of all true love,
we pray for Richard and Philippa.
Grant to them
joy of heart,
seriousness of mind
and reverence of spirit,
that as they enter into the oneness of marriage
they may be strengthened and guided by you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Britta and her parents Roger and
Kathy, Elizabeth, Nick, Piers, Neil and Margaret, Neville and Michelle. Also for
the repose of the the souls of Ronald Stevens and Jan Andres. Jan, who has
been very frail for some time, passed away on Saturday evening. We pray also
for their families and friends.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard, and for Kim, who is improving
after being knocked from her bike.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Mathew, Tom and
Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.

Dear God,
Please give us strength when we are weak,
love when we feel forsaken,
courage when we are afraid,
wisdom when we feel foolish,
comfort when we are alone,
hope when we feel rejected,
and peace when we are in turmoil.
Amen.

Our prayer teams continue to operate. If you have someone or something that
you would like us to pray for, your requests can be passed onto them and
included in our prayers. Please click here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Landline: 462169
Mobile: 07768 725380  speak to Melloney Kaye
Email: standrewchurchwarden.bcmu@gmail.com
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