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Church Link                            No. 56
Sunday 18 April 2021

,Risen Christ,
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life
and fill us with your peace,
to the glory of God the Father.

Alternative Collect for Easter III

Simon is away on annual leave so there are a few differences in our worship
on Sunday. We are very grateful that members of the United Parish of East
Harptree with West Harptree and Hinton Blewett have invited us to join them
for worship, either online, or in St Laurence's Church, East Harptree. Full
details are included below. 

Weekday worship returns to its regular pattern this week, with the choir
singing evensong at St Andrew's on Wednesday and Church in the Spirit of
Iona on Thursday via Zoom. No booking is necessary for weekday worship.

Save the Dates! 
Our APCMs will be held in May via Zoom on the following dates:
St Bartholomew's, Ubley - Monday 17th May, 7:30pm
St Michael's, Compton Martin - Tuesday 18th May, 7:30pm
St Andrew's, Blagdon - Wednesday 19th May, 7:30pm
Official notices will be displayed in church porches, on our website and in
Church Link over coming weeks.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Easter III

Sunday 18th April

10:30am - Holy Communion, ST LAURENCE, EAST HARPTREE.
Please contact Mary Cookson if you would like to attend.
10:30am - Online Worship from the United Parish of East Harptree
with West Harptree and Hinton Blewett, via this link. (Please see
notice below)

Wednesday 21st April

5:00pm - Evensong, sung by the Choir, St Andrew's, Blagdon.

Thursday 22nd April

12:00pm - Online Church in the Spirit of Iona, via Zoom.          
Please click here to join.

Our churches will also be open for individual prayer at the
following times:

Monday 19th April 

9:30am - 10:30am, St Andrew's, Blagdon

Wednesday 21st April 

3:30pm - 4:30pm, St Michael's, Compton Martin

Thursday 22nd April

10:30am - 11:30am, St Bartholomew's, Ubley

Please wear a face covering inside our buildings and observe social
distancing.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
18 April 2021

Theme: Easter III

Reading: Acts 3.12-19

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or
piety we had made him walk?  The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus,
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had
decided to release him.  But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and
asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life,
whom God raised from the dead.  To this we are witnesses.  And by faith in
his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and
know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in
the presence of all of you.

‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.
 In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that
his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins
may be wiped out.'

A Reflection 

You get the feeling you are not reading a report, enlarged on, perhaps
distorted in the intervening years, about something that happened half a
century before; you might think that when reading the Gospels. No, in the
Acts of the Apostles, it feels more as if you are reading from notes written at
the time. Peter and John’s encounter with the man who had been a ’cripple
from birth’ comes immediately before today’s passage.  It is straight forward
and immediate; as is the reaction of those who were accustomed to see this
man begging at the ‘Beautiful Gate’ entrance to the temple; they come,
‘running with astonishment’.  
Nothing is said to indicate how close to the Day of Pentecost this event was;
you will remember that on that day Peter and the Disciples in trying to tell
people what had happened to them were accused of being drunk; ‘what?’,
says Peter, ‘it’s only nine o’clock in the morning’.  The people of Jerusalem
now have a different story to tell; a man cured; Peter is quick to remind those
who would listen to him telling them that it is not through any power that he or
John possess, but by the power and authority of Jesus Christ. This was the
man you rejected, Peter says, this was the man you caused to be crucified,
who is risen from the dead. This is the triumph of love over death and
destruction. 

The account of all your lives will be what it is; filled with the good things you
have done and filled also with those many things of which you will be
shamed.  The good Lord who sees into your soul and knows who you really
are; he is so ready to forgive; he is the father who runs weeping and forgiving
at the return of the son or daughter. His forgiveness cannot in any way be
earned; it is given; it is the grace of God; that is what forgiveness is. Faith,
said Peter, was awakened in this man; faith has made him well again.

‘Let all who take refuge in you rejoice;’ says the psalmist (Psalm 5.11) ‘let
them ever sing for joy.’

A Prayer for Sunday

Almighty Father,
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 
with the sight of the risen Lord:
give me such knowledge of his presence within me,
that I may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Online Sunday Worship for Easter III
18 April 2021, 10:30am

This week we have been invited to share the online worship from the United
Parish of East Harptree with West Harptree and Hinton Blewett. The Sunday
morning worship, led by Reverend Trevor Stubbs is available as an audio
broadcast via the Anchor platform and can be accessed via the link below. 

Please ensure that you have either printed or can view the accompanying
service sheet, which contains the liturgical texts, hymns and prayers. 

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

As Simon is away on annual leave this week, we have uploaded one of his
previous Eastertide recordings 'Nails do not have the final word' onto the
website, which you can hear by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag is about sharing the Good News with your
friends. The puzzles, crosswords and colouring can be downloaded as a
PDF and printed by clicking this link. 

Bishop Ruth has appointed Simon Keyes as Diocesan Peacebuilding
Adviser.  This is a new unpaid role, alongside the other volunteer advisers
who contribute to the work of the diocese. Simon brings a wealth of practical
experience and insight to the role and is looking forward to collaborating with
people across the diocese who feel called to the ministry of peacebuilding.   

A course, starting in May, will explore peacebuilding and a network of
peacebuilders will emerge from that.  The network will aim to offer trained
volunteers to assist parishes who find themselves having to confront
uncomfortable differences or disagreement which threaten the harmony of
the congregation or community.  Sign up to the Exploring Peacebuilding
sessions 

You can hear Bishop Ruth in discussion with Simon Keyes in a video on the
Diocesan video below.

Prayer within our Community

We have been asked to pray for:

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Max, Joyce, for Alan and Elaine,
for Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, for Elizabeth, Nick, Neil
and Margaret.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert, for
Mathew, Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.
Please pray for our wedding couples as they prepare for their marriage
ceremonies in our churches this summer.

We pray for Bishop Peter as he continues chemotherapy and for Peter and
Jane as they prepare for his retirement.

We pray for the repose of the soul of Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,
whose funeral will take place in Windsor on Saturday 17th April.

Remembering those who have died:

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Piers Moth and Leonard James
Gardner. We pray that God's love will surround all who mourn them, now and
always. 

Lord God our Father,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ
you have assured your children of eternal life
and in baptism have made us one with him:
deliver us from the death of sin
and raise us to new life in your love,
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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