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Sunday 4 April 2021

Risen Christ,
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life
and fill us with your peace,
to the glory of God the Father.

Collect for Eastertide

Easter Sunday promises new hope. Due to the national lockdown, Lent has
seemed an extended and sometimes lonely journey and we have all longed
for hope, strength and peace. We are fortunate that this year, many of us will
be able to attend church worship in person - and the sunny forecast will
enable us to hold Worship of the Word (and an Easter egg hunt) outside at St
Bartholomew's, Ubley. Please spread the word to any families in your village
who may not receive newsletters.
Thank you to everyone who has used the booking forms on our websites to
let us know that you will be attending the services inside our buildings on
Easter Sunday. Booking in advance helps us to arrange seating and
accommodate as many people as possible whilst staying safe and
maintaining social distancing. 

There is no weekday worship in our buildings this week, but they remain
open at the times listed below for private prayer and contemplation. 
 

         "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
        By his great mercy he has given us a new birth
        into a living hope
        through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead."

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Easter Sunday

Sunday 4th April

9:00am - Easter Holy Communion, St Bartholomew's, Ubley.
Please complete this form on our website to book.
10:30am - Sunday Eucharist with Easter egg hunt, St Michael's,
Compton Martin. Please complete this form on our website to
book.
11:00am - Isolation Station Radio Broadcast
12:00pm - Family Worship of the Word with Easter egg hunt,
Outside St Bartholomew's, Ubley (no booking necessary).

There will be no weekday worship in the Benefice this week, but
our church buildings will be open for individual prayer at the
following times:

Monday 5th April 

9:30am - 10:30am, St Andrew's, Blagdon

Wednesday 7th April 

3:30pm - 4:30pm, St Michael's, Compton Martin

Thursday 8th April

10:30am - 11:30am, St Bartholomew's, Ubley

Please wear a face covering inside our buildings and observe social
distancing.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
4 April 2021

Theme: Easter Sunday
Reading: John 20.1-18

The Resurrection of Jesus

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom
Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where they have laid him.’  Then Peter and the other
disciple set out and went towards the tomb.  The two were running together,
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down
to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  Then
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.  He saw the linen
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  Then the other
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and
believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise
from the dead.  Then the disciples returned to their homes.

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  They said to
her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’  She said to them, ‘They have taken
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’  When she had
said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not
know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? 
For whom are you looking?’  Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to
him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I
will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’  She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.  But go to my
brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.” ’  Mary Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these
things to her.

A Reflection 

What to say?  On this day the faith of the ages rests; two things says St Paul,
‘Jesus and the Resurrection’; everything else follows. ‘The day of
Resurrection, Earth tell it out abroad’ That is your song.  You do not have an
argument to make; you have a story to tell.

Jesus Christ, executed last Friday, was buried privately. A great relief for the
Rulers of the day, of that, no doubt; a troublemaker removed; permanently.
Jesus did not remain dead; St John tells the moving account, of unbelief, of
panic, of loss, of bewilderment; and then amazement, ‘Rabbuni, that is
‘teacher’, says Mary of Magdala.  Then the run back to the ‘safe house’ and
then; ‘I have seen the Lord’.  Whether you believe or not, you might say, ‘the
rest is history’. It is not.

At first the disciples were astonished; some would not believe; gradually they
were convinced that Jesus had moved into a new kind of life.  Broken
hearted, broken spirited men and women were changed into fearless
champions of the risen Christ. Through all the ups and downs of history, from
that day till this, God set the world afire with the knowledge that death is not
an end, but a new beginning.

The crucifixion was an immeasurable disaster; the rebellion of men and
women against God is there for all to see.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ
renewed spiritual possibilities for all who lived then, live now, or will every live
in this world. Communion between God and humankind has been enlarged
beyond imagining. The earth shook; it shakes still; moving, cracking,
breaking, melting, disappearing.  It has ever been thus.  We know this most
keenly with the overshadowing of our lives in the present; things we never
thought would happen in our generation, have happened.  Christians must
still discern in the light of faith the things that must be shaken and receive
with grateful hearts the things that can never be shaken.  

Alleluia! Christ is Risen.

A Prayer for Sunday

Lord of all life and power,
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death
to make all things new in him:
grant that I, being dead to sin
and alive to you in Jesus Christ,
may reign with him in glory;
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be praise and honour, glory and might,
now and in all eternity.
Amen.

Online Sunday Worship for Easter Sunday 
4 April 2021

You are invited to join us for online worship, led by Simon on our website.
Please click the link at 10:30am to join our Church family.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am and
with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

There's a special Easter edition of Young Church Mag available this week,
with colouring puzzles and games to help you celebrate. You can download
and print the PDF file by clicking this link. 

Two people from Bath and Wells are among 95 people who’ve received
special thanks from the Queen today in recognition of the contribution they
have made to their community and their church. Gwen Bawden, from
Hawkridge and Colin Parfitt from Blagdon were personally thanked by Her
Majesty for their work to “enrich the life” of their neighbours in a letter
honouring the Maundy money recipients.

Every year, on Maundy Thursday, the Queen distributes special Maundy
gifts, presenting symbolic coins during the annual Royal Maundy service. The
number of recipents reflects the number of years she has lived: this year the
Maundy money was distributed to 95 men and women, ahead of Her
Majesty’s 95th birthday.  

When Colin Parfit from Blagdon learned that he was to be one of this year’s
recipients he was understandably “surprised and overjoyed,” but added that
he was “greatly humbled. It’s an absolutely amazing thing to receive
something like this. It’s a huge honour, but I just did some bits of work,
nothing amazing.”  

Colin was nominated for the role he played in managing major reordering
work at Blagdon church.

“I’m very proud of the work the church has done, but my role in it was one of
a team of people. It was a wonderful fulfilment of our purpose in serving our
community, allowing the church building to be used for lots and lots of
activities. In fact, after we’d finished the church was used every day of the
week for something or other.”

The Maundy service which dates back to 600AD, was due to be held in
Westminster Abbey, unfortunately it could not go ahead this year due to
Covid restrictions, instead Colin and Gwen received a letter from the Queen
together with their Maundy money via a special postal delivery. They were
each given two small leather purses, one red and one white. The first
contains a small amount of ordinary coinage symbolising the Queen’s gift for
food and clothing.The special coins have kept much the same form since
1670. They still bear the portrait of Her Majesty designed for her coronation
in 1953.

In her letter the Queen said “I am delighted to send you the Maundy gift
which I hope you will accept as an expression of my personal thanks to you
for all that you have done to enrich the life of your community.

“Each year, at the Royal Maundy Service, we have an opportunity to
recognise, and give thanks for, work done by countless people for the
wellbeing of their neighbours; work that has often been taken for granted or
hidden.”

Bishop Peter has recorded an Easter reflection, for use in online
worship this Easter Sunday, or for personal worship at home. This
will be Bishop Peter's last Easter sermon, as he retires in May. You
can watch it on the Bath & Wells Youtube Channel by clicking on
the image below.

Prayer within our Community

We have been asked to pray for:
       

Alex Holmes, our former priest.
In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Max, Joyce, for Alan and Elaine,
for Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, for Elizabeth, Nick, Neil
and Margaret.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert, for
Mathew, Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.
Please pray for our wedding couples as they prepare for their marriage
ceremonies in our churches this summer.

We pray for Bishop Peter as he continues chemotherapy and for Peter and
Jane as they prepare for his retirement.

Remembering those who have died:

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Piers Moth and Leonard James
Gardner. We pray that God's love will surround all who mourn them, now and
always. 

In darkness and in light,
in trouble and in joy,
help us, O God, to trust your love,
to seek your purpose
and to praise your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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