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Church Link                            No. 60
Sunday 16 May 2021

Faithful God, help me to understand myself,
so that even in the most difficult times
I may know your presence with me and may sing your praises,
defiantly praising your goodness even when there is so much that is wrong.
And today, help me show others the good things I receive
in Christ and show the world His way.

Prayer from Thy Kingdom Come 

This week's Sunday Eucharist will be in St Andrew's Church, Blagdon. To
enable us to accommodate you safely, please book via the form on our
website. We expect that precautions, including face covering and hand
hygiene will continue at least until 21st June, but we have decided to slightly
relax social distancing from 2 metres to 1.5 metres. Guidance from the
Church of England allows us to seat people between 1 and 2 metres apart
provided face coverings are worn. If you feel uncomfortable being closer to
others or need to take special precautions, please email the Church Office
and we will ensure that you are seated 2 metres from others. 
This is Christian Aid Week. Please bring your donation to support the
valuable work of this charity for the collection at worship on Sunday 16th
May. There are also links to allow you to donate online.
The period between Ascension and Pentecost is a particularly important
period of prayer and reflection across the Church of England. Links to
resources and a prayer journal provided by the Diocese can be found below.

We look forward to welcoming you soon.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Sunday after Ascension
(Easter VII)

 
Sunday 16th May

10:30am - Sunday Eucharist, St Andrew's, Blagdon.          Please
book via this link
10:30am - Online Worship via our website.                          
 Please click here to join. 

Wednesday 19th May

5:00pm - Evensong, sung by the Choir, St Andrew's, Blagdon.

Thursday 20th May

12:00pm - Online Church in the Spirit of Iona, via Zoom.          
Please click here to join.

Our churches will also be open for individual prayer at the
following times:

Monday 17th May

9:30am - 10:30am, St Andrew's, Blagdon

Wednesday 19th May 

3:30pm - 4:30pm, St Michael's, Compton Martin

Thursday 20th May

10:30am - 11:30am, St Bartholomew's, Ubley

Please wear a face covering inside our buildings and observe social
distancing.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
16 May 2021

Theme: Easter 7 (After Ascension)

How I wish we had more information, more detail, more insight, into the
minds and the conversations that must have taken place among the family,
the followers, the disciples of Jesus, in the few days after The Ascension,
until the Day of Pentecost.  It requires little imagination even two millennia
away from those days to enter the confusion of mind and heart that had
engulfed them.  Their ‘world’ had ended on Good Friday; they had been
bewildered and then exalted on Easter Day; in the days that followed they
told one another of encounters with the Risen Lord.  Now, leaving them with
instructions to return to Jerusalem to await the coming of the Holy Spirit,
Jesus had gone from them; once again bewildered by their ‘aloneness’, they
waited.

Reading: Acts 1:15-17 and 21-end

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd
numbered about one hundred and twenty people) and said, ‘Friends, the
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus - for he
was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.’

So one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John
until the day when he was taken up from us - one of these must become a
witness with us to his resurrection.’  So they proposed two, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed
and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two
you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which
Judas turned aside to go to his own place.’ And they cast lots for them, and
the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

A Reflection 

To the leadership of the ever practical and down to earth character of Peter
there fell the responsibility of replacing the vacancy among the disciples
previously filled by the treacherous Judas Iscariot.  This is the one glimpse
we have of the disciples between Ascension and Pentecost.  Reminding
them of the fate of Judas, no doubt after discussion, and perhaps in loving
memory of Jesus they decide to restore the number of ‘leaders’ to twelve.  By
casting lots, they elect Matthias.  

This is the sole mention of Matthias in the Christian Scripture; beyond a
personality that met their needs we know absolutely nothing about him. 
Mythology and legend say he went eventually to what is now Georgia, to the
north and east of the Holy Land.  

It must be doubtful that the Disciples knew what the coming of the Holy Spirit
was too mean; what seems true is that they had little understanding of an
enormous task lying ahead, one fraught with danger and for many,
martyrdom.  They were not discouraged.  Neither should a Christian today be
discouraged, for the gift of the Holy Spirit will always enliven and enrich those
who walk the way of the Cross.

‘The Lord watches over the way of the righteous,
       but the way of the wicked will perish.’ (Psalm 1:6)

A Prayer for Sunday

O God the King of glory,
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven:
I beseech you, leave me not comfortless,
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen me
and exalt me to the place 
where our Saviour Christ is gone before,
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Online Worship - Sunday after Ascension
16 May 2021, 10:30am

You are invited to join us for online worship, led by Simon on our
website. Please click the link at 10:30am to join our Church family.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am and
with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag has word puzzles, a maze, and prayers to
help you learn about and celebrate the festival of Ascension. It can all be
downloaded as a PDF and printed by clicking this link. 

Christian Aid Week: 10th - 16th May 2021
It's Christian Aid Week. There are three different ways for you to donate!

Residents in Ubley and Compton Martin will receive envelopes through
their doors, which can be filled with a donation and returned to the
collection point indicated on the envelope. (Please note, due to Covid-
19 regulations, your envelope will not be collected)
Residents in each village, can donate via their own online giving page:

For Blagdon:
     https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/blagdon-christian-aid-week-2021

For Ubley and Compton Martin:
https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/compton-martin-and-ubley-christian-aid-
week-2021

There will be a collection for Christian Aid at this Sunday's Eucharist on
16th May at  St Andrew's, Blagdon at 10:30am. Please remember to
bring your purse or wallet!

Our Church family has always given generously during Christian Aid Week.
Please consider donating this year as the need is even greater. You can read
more about the work of Christian Aid here.

St Hugh's Chapel opens for visitors

This little chapel on the top of the Mendips at Charterhouse is
open to visitors again every Sunday afternoon from 2pm to 5pm
until the end of September. The Grade 2* listed building is an
architectural gem in an idyllic rural setting. The unassuming
outside of the building belies its spectacular Arts and Craft style
interior.
There is parking available outside, or why not have a walk and
call in and see the chapel?
As soon as Covid restrictions allow, we will be able to serve teas.

Penny Crawfurd

With the great challenges faced by so many over the last year, the various
Thy Kingdom Come resources have been redesigned to be a real help in the
current times. With resources for a gathered, online, or hybrid approach, for
use in churches, schools or in the home. There is also a huge free resources
giveaway for local churches. Whatever age or tradition, there are resources
that will spiritually nourish and encourage all.

Now in its sixth year, Thy Kingdom Come has grown from an initial call to
prayer from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York to the Anglican
Communion, to a worldwide ecumenical prayer movement uniting Christians
across the globe. What started in 2016 has grown into an international and
ecumenical call to prayer now has churches from more than 80 different
denominations and traditions in 172 countries. Together, people from across
the world are praying that the Holy Spirit will inspire and equip us to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ with our friends and families, our communities
and networks.

Thy Kingdom Come runs between Ascension and Pentecost from 13-23
May. During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone
who takes part will:

Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ
Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus. We pray that God’s
Spirit might work in the lives of 5 friends who have not responded with
their ‘Yes’ to God’s call. It is our prayer that those who have not yet
heard the Good News of Jesus Christ and his love for the world will
hear it for themselves, and respond and follow Him.
Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be effective in our
witness.

A Prayer Journal to guide you through this period of prayer with readings,
daily prayers and space to record your own thought is available as a
downloadable PDF by clicking this link.

Prayer within our Community

We have been asked to pray for:

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Max, Joyce, for Alan and Elaine,
for Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, for Elizabeth, Nick, Neil
and Margaret and for the family of Barbara White.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert, for
Mathew, Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.
Please pray for our wedding couples as they prepare for their marriage
ceremonies in our churches from next month.

We pray for Bishop Peter and his wife Jane as they prepare for his retirement
this month.

Remembering those who have died:

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Piers Moth and Leonard James
Gardner. We pray that God's love will surround all who mourn them, now and
always. 

Loving God,
our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you.
Hold me, for the storms are raging and the waves crash over.
Be my rest and my security.
And even though human touch and human love
is so beautiful and so longed for,
help me to know today that it comes from you and,
like everything that is good and beautiful,
will return to you in the silence of your eternal and never changing love.
Be with me as I hold myself and hold others in your embrace.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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