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Church Link                            No. 42
Sunday 10 January 2021

Important Notice:
Church Eucharist on 10th January will be at 10:30am in St Michael's
Church, Compton Martin.
Please always check the website for the most up-to-date information.

Following the latest government announcement and in order to lessen our
social contact, we have decided to reduce the amount of worship in our
buildings during January. There will now be one weekly worship on a Sunday in
St Michael's, Compton Martin. Please ensure that you book for this by Friday
evening if at all possible. There will be no Eucharist on Sunday 31st January.

Sunday worship will remain online, as will the radio broadcast.
We are adding a further 'virtual' worship as Church in the Spirit of Iona goes
online via Zoom every Thursday at 12 noon throughout January. Please see the
notice below for the Zoom link.

We know that things can change at short notice! Please always check the
website for the most recent information and we will do our best to reflect
changes in legislation as quickly as we can.

We look forward to welcoming you, either virtually or in person when it is safe to
do so. 

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Epiphany

Online worship and worship in our buildings
 
Sunday 10th January

10:30am - Online Church Worship via this link
10:30am - Church Eucharist in St Michael's, Compton Martin,
booking essential via this link
11:00am - Isolation Station Radio Broadcast

 
Thursday 14th January 

12:00pm, Online Church in the Spirit of Iona via Zoom. Please
click here to join

To help us all worship safely, please book for Sunday services via this form. Please
wear a mask at all times whilst inside our buildings, maintain social distancing and
ensure that your details are left on the Track and Trace register.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
10 January 2021

Theme: The Baptism of Jesus: Believing by Belonging

Reading: Mark 1.4-11
John the baptiser appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptised by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey.  He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. I have baptised you with water; but he will baptise you with the Holy
Spirit.’

The Baptism of Jesus
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptised by John
in the Jordan.  And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  And a voice
came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

A Reflection 

Mark, in his Gospel says nothing about angels singing, or wise men visiting;
only Luke does that.  Mark’s Gospel begins straight away with Jesus, probably
around the age of 30 joining his cousin, John the Baptist, beside the river
Jordan.

The Church uses this season called Epiphany (which means ‘making plain’ or
‘showing out’) to demonstrate how it was Jesus became known as ‘Son of
God’, how his reputation spread throughout the land; how, in our language
today, he became a celebrity. 

Life in first century Palestine was hard; a foreign army ruled; ‘Pax
Romana’(Roman Peace); a nation looked for a saviour; no wonder therefore
that ‘the people were agog to know if John was the Messiah’.  He said he was
not and went on to tell them that one would come and that he, John, was not
worthy even to tie his shoelaces.  The account ends with the voice that says,
‘You are my beloved son.’  In this way Mark tells how Jesus’ ministry began. 
When he began there were no followers; in due course together with twelve
Disciples, Jesus set a course that was to transform the history of the whole
world, from then until now. 

In the early days of the Christian era baptism became the sign of belonging;
belonging to that community who follow Christ; who trust in Him; who worship
God, the Creator, through Him.  That is still what Christians hold true, believing
by belonging.  The details of Jesus’ life and the working out of its meaning for
people of faith is available to any who hopes to know.  Christians and the
Church are given a ‘Gospel to proclaim, Good news to all the upon earth’, as
the hymn puts it; they do not have privileged information; if they claim it, trouble
usually follows.

Forming and belonging to the community of the Church seems to have been
the strategic gift given by the Holy Spirit throughout the ages.  Belonging to
community is the basis of Christian living.  Once, by baptism you have set your
feet on a new road, it is community that helps you along the way.  It is a truth
that you cannot be a Christian on your own; you walk the pilgrim road in
company with others.  It is with them the struggle for faithfulness takes place;
with them a vision for the world; with them in company together the future is
hammered on the anvil of faith and hope and love.

Where there is no vision the people perish (Proverb 29.18), that is a vision
shared by the community of the Baptised; they have heard the voice ‘This is my
beloved son . . . . .

A Prayer for Sunday

O God,
who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that I,
who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Sunday Worship
10 January 2021

You are invited to join us for online worship, led by Simon on our website.
Please click the link at 10:30am to join our Church family. There will be no
Zoom coffee this week, due to the Sunday Eucharist held at St Michael's,
Compton Martin.

Midweek Worship
Church in the Spirit of Iona

14 January 2021

During lockdown, our midweek Worship in the Spirit of Iona will be moving
online. All are invited to join, whether you are a regular attendee or new to this
style of worship. We will be meeting via Zoom at 12:00pm and you can access
the meeting by clicking the icon below, or by using the following details:
Meeting ID: 893 2042 8702
Passcode: 744856

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am and
with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag is all about Baptism. There's a colouring
sheet, dot-to-dot and wordscrambles to help you explore the story of Jesus'
Baptism and it's available as a printable PDF download by clicking this link. 

Dwelling in the Word  

Colossians 3. 12-17
This passage will be the reading at the diocesan service on 10 January that
kicks off Prayer – Everyone, Everywhere!  Bishop Ruth has chosen this
passage and we will be weaving it into our diocesan life in a variety of ways
during the year through the practice of Dwelling in the Word.  This practice is
about listening attentively to God and each other through scripture.  If you
would like to know more about Dwelling in the Word and how you might use it
in your own context then check out the diocesan website, where you can also
download a simple leaflet with the passage and an explanation, or get in touch
with Julia Hill. 

Archdeaconry Days 2021
Prayer is the foundation of our relationship with God and yet we observe that
many people, lack confidence in bringing themselves before God in prayer,
even though they may have had decades of joining in with prayer during regular
worship.

This year, we have scheduled a week of learning together online supported by
a host of materials that will work across different contexts and ages.

The outline for the week is as follows:

Sunday 10 January – worship
A recorded non-Eucharistic service from the Cathedral of around 30 minutes,
focused on prayer, including a reflection from Bishop Ruth, inviting people
across the diocese to join together in exploring prayer over the coming week.
Bishop Ruth’s short reflection and invitation will also be available as a separate
package for those who would like to weave it into their own offering for that day.

Monday 11 to Friday 15 January – inspiration and
experimentation
A short video will be released each day, featuring people from across the
diocese talking about the ways that they like to pray. They will reflect a range of
contexts and ages and each day will have a theme: Prayer and Nature; Prayer
and the Digital World; Prayer and Arts; Prayer and the Bible; Prayer and
People. The videos are designed to inspire and will be accompanied by a few
suggestions of things that people could try themselves.
There will also be a background video on ‘Why pray?’ with personal reflections
from people – particularly to help those who perhaps haven’t reflected on the
nature and range of prayer.

Saturday 16 January – discussion and reflection together
We will host sessions on the Saturday to bring people together to hear more
about prayer and have a chance (in breakout rooms) to discuss what they have
tried/learned/experimented with during the week. This will also be a chance to
reinforce the materials that are available to support them in developing patterns
of prayer.

As always, the sessions will encourage people across a particular
archdeaconry area to gather together but will be open to all. When people sign
up to the Archdeaconry Days they will receive the joining instructions, which will
include an option to join by UK phone number.

10.00 to 11.00 – hosted by the Archdeacon of Bath
11.30 to 12.30 – hosted by the Archdeacon of Wells
2.00 to 15.00 – hosted by the Archdeacon of Taunton

We hope that as well as attending yourself, you will also be able to encourage
people from your church to do so as well. We will be providing a simple guide
for groups with ideas to help any regular home/prayer/Bible study groups make
the journey through the week together.

Please sign up on the diocesan website to receive all the materials and links at
the right time.

Bishop Ruth's reflection for the week of prayer
can be watched by clicking here.

Prayer within our community

We have been asked to pray for:
In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Joy, Max, Joyce, for Alan and Elaine,
for Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, Elizabeth, Nick, Piers,
Neil and Margaret.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert, for Mathew,
Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.

We pray for Bishop Peter as he continues chemotherapy following
his diagnosis of acute myeloid leukaemia. We pray for God's healing grace for
Bishop Peter and also for Jane, his wife, and all his family that they continue to
know God's love and and strength through this difficult time. We pray also for
Bishop Ruth as she postpones her sabbatical and leads the Bishops' staff. We
pray for all those being treated for illness at this time.

Remembering those who have died:
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Giles Barwick, Neville Machin, Hilary
Allen, Dorothy Hares, and for their families and friends who mourn.

Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of thy mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all those who are brought low;
that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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