
Welcome to this talk on All Saints Day.  I’m Gene Joyner, a reader in the Benefice and I sometimes 
share these talks with Simon Lewis our Rector. 

Now I’m not sure given the current Covid restrictions whether anyone would have been trick or 
treating, or getting dressed up in ghoulish and scary outfits for Halloween.  But Halloween gets its 
name from being the evening before the Christian holy day of All Hallows' Day, also known as ‘All 
Saints Day' which is today, the 1st of November.  And the night before All Hallows Day, the 31st of 
October, is ‘All Hallows' Eve, and is better known to most, as Halloween. 

But this is not a talk on the modern traditions of trick or treating or dressing up for Halloween, no, 
this talk is about All Saints Day.  

All Saints Day, is a day when we celebrate all the saints both living and dead; but who are the 
saints? In the past the saints were often the people that lived a life in the service of others, they 
were revered and perhaps many people would wish or try to emulate such people? 

But today, it seems the people or, icons we revere or try to emulate; are maybe our favourite film 
stars; the action heroes or romantic leads?  Perhaps they’re ‘reality TV personalities’, and clearly in 
this context, I use the term ‘personality’ very loosely.  You know who I mean; The Big Brother stars, 
TOWIE or The Kardashians; glamorous and naturally or artificially groomed to ‘perfection’; of 
course, this is very much dependant on your interpretation of perfection.  If you are into sport, the 
people revered might be those we hold to be the best in their chosen discipline; Heptathlete Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee (no relation I’m afraid), Federer, Serena, Ali, Pele, or maybe, and very topically at the 
moment Marcus Rashford.  Intellectually, we might we look to the world of literature, business, 
music, art, philosophy, or the sciences for our hero’s? 

Whatever the reasons for whoever it is we hold in great esteem; we know all too well that these 
people we admire or celebrate are often flawed.  But we do live in a celebrity culture, and perhaps 
the greatest and most current example of this, is the businessman, reality TV star of the Apprentice 
USA, and possibly still (we’ll know very soon) the POTUS, Donald Trump.  And Donald Trump by 
his own admissions and actions, falls very, very short of anything close to what we might think goes 
toward being a saint.  

But what then do we really think goes towards being or becoming a saint; well biblically there are 
many examples; the authors of the gospels; St. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, Peter and St. Paul, and 
there are many others we might think of, such as St. Francis of Assisi.  It is clear that many if not all 
of these ‘saints’ had their flaws.  St. Peter’s denial of knowing Jesus not once but three times, and 
Paul’s persecution of Christians until that moment on the road to Damascus, but at some point, 
they all choose to follow a way of life that put others first, they chose a life of self-sacrifice, giving 
their gifts, talents and sometimes even their lives to the benefit of others.  Yes, many of these saints 
were martyred actually dying for their beliefs and following Christ’s, example, sacrificed for those 
he loved.  
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During this time of Covid, we have heard many stories of those who have literally given everything 
in the service of others, Doctors, nurses, carers, neighbours, front line, and community workers.  In 
contrast, many of those we look up to in the world of celebrity are self-serving and the very 
opposite of the qualities we associate with saintliness.

But All Saints Day is followed by All Souls day, a day when we celebrate the lives of those who we 
have loved that have passed away during the year.  For me, I will pray for and remember my father 
who passed away early in September.  In his younger days, he had an eye for the ladies, and it seems 
that the ladies also had an eye for him, my mother included.  So he had his flaws, but he went on to 
become a caring, loving father to me and my brothers and sisters; as well as looking after and 
caring for my stepmother in the many years that were clouded by her dementia.  I’m sure much of 
his caring nature, strong work ethic and sense of responsibility, came from his Christian faith.  He 
had his flaws, but as with the many saints and the loved ones we remember today and tomorrow, I 
know he made many sacrifices for those he loved and cared for.  We are all called to be saints, 
giving our gifts and talents to the service of God and others.  Maybe today of all days, and in these 
most challenging of times, it is right to remember the saints that have passed but perhaps it is the 
time to find the saint within each of us. 



Prayer
And a Prayer on this special and Holy day.  

Thank you, God, 
for the tremendous sacrifices made by those who have gone before us.  \
Bless and encourage all your saints 
and may we learn how to walk wisely 
from their examples of faith, dedication, 
worship, and love. 
Amen.   


