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I lift up my eyes to the hills—
    from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord,
    who made heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot be moved;
    he who keeps you will not slumber.
He who keeps Israel
    will neither slumber nor sleep.

The Lord is your keeper;
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
The sun shall not strike you by day,
    nor the moon by night.

The Lord will keep you from all evil;
    he will keep your life.
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in
    from this time on and forevermore.

Pslam 121

Important Notice:
Following advice from the Diocese, we have taken the difficult decision to
suspend worship in our buildings. We are also not currently able to open
them for private prayer. This decision will be reviewed weekly and we
hope to be able to worship in our buildings from February 21st 2021.
Please join us for Sunday Worship and Church in the Spirit of Iona on our
website and via Zoom. Full details can be found in the notices below.

Please see below regular links to online worship, the Sunday reading and
reflection, radio broadcast, Young Church Mag, Diocesan Connect Magazine
and prayer within our community.

We know that things can change at short notice! Please always check the
website for the most recent information and we will do our best to reflect
changes in legislation as quickly as we can.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Third Sunday of Epiphany

Online worship this week
 
Sunday 24th January

10:30am - Online Church Worship via this link
11:00am - Isolation Station Radio Broadcast
11:15am - 11:45am Virtual coffee and chat via Zoom

 
Thursday 28th January 

12:00pm, Online Church in the Spirit of Iona via Zoom.    
 Please click here to join

During the lockdown, worship will be exclusively online. We will consider re-opening
our buildings for worship after Saturday 20th February.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
24 January 2021

Theme: Epiphany 3

Reading: John 2.1-11

The Wedding at Cana
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of
Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ 
And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My
hour has not yet come.’  His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells
you.’  

Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification,
each holding twenty or thirty gallons.  Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with
water.’  And they filled them up to the brim.  He said to them, ‘Now draw some
out, and take it to the chief steward.’  So they took it.  When the steward tasted
the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though
the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the
bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the
inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.  But you have kept the good
wine until now.’  Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

A Reflection 

A wonderful story; Miracle or Parable?  Whichever it is, the account rings true to
the theme throughout the Gospel of John; the coming of Jesus inaugurated a
new order; the call to people was to transform.  Nothing more and nothing less.

First John the Baptist, then Jesus, said that if you wanted to be part of the new
order you would have to undergo a fundamental change.  Repentance they
called it.  God's new order is so radically different that all the things you are
accustomed to will need to be spiritually remade.  Water will have to become
the new wine of the spirit.  John, in his Gospel would later refer to the
transformation as a new birth in which no aspect of human existence is safe
from this sweeping transformation - neither personal, social, economic, or
political.  All would come under the light of the gospel and they would be
renewed.  Look too at the quantities; wine filled to the brim and spilling over.

With a wry smile you might think that had Jesus known of the evils of drink as
experienced in Western Society, he might not have been so free with his
transformation of this very large quantity of water into wine.  The fact that this
event appears only in John leads me to concentrate much more on its meaning
than its reality.  The miracle is not that stale water becomes fresh water but that
it becomes wine; new wine, different, abundant and running over. 

Such is power and the irony of John's Gospel that you may conclude that living
or dying, the best is yet to come.

A Prayer for Sunday

Almighty God,
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles
the wonder of your saving presence:
renew me with your heavenly grace,
and in all my weakness
sustain me by your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Sunday Worship
24 January 2021

You are invited to join us for online worship, led by Simon on our website.
Please click the link at 10:30am to join our Church family.

Please join us for 'virtual coffee' and a chat after worship via Zoom. Whilst we
cannot gather face to face, this is a great chance to catch up with the Church
family. Please click on the Zoom icon above the vimeo window on the
Sunday Worship page on our website. 

Meeting ID: 895 9895 4667
Passcode: 692228

Midweek Worship
Church in the Spirit of Iona

Thursday 28 January, 12:00pm

During lockdown, our midweek Worship in the Spirit of Iona will be moving
online. All are invited to join, whether you are a regular attendee or new to this
style of worship. We will be meeting via Zoom at 12 noon and you can access
the meeting by clicking the icon below, or by using the following details:
Meeting ID: 893 2042 8702
Passcode: 744856

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am and
with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag looks at the calling of the first disciples.
There's a maze, word puzzles and a weather wheel to help you enjoy the story
of the fishermen. It's available as a printable PDF download by clicking this
link. 

Holocaust Memorial Day
Wednesday 27th January 2021

The year, Holocaust Memorial Day takes place on 27 January 2021. In
Somerset the commemoration will be online but you can still get involved.

The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 2021 is ‘Be the light in the
darkness’. It encourages everyone to reflect on the depths humanity can sink
to, but also the ways individuals and communities resisted that darkness to ‘be
the light’ before, during and after genocide.

‘Be the light in the darkness’ is an affirmation and a call to action for everyone
marking HMD. This theme asks us to consider different kinds of ‘darkness’, for
example, identity-based persecution, misinformation, denial of justice; and
different ways of ‘being the light’, for example, resistance, acts of solidarity,
rescue and illuminating mistruths. It signifies that we can all stand in solidarity
and we can choose to be the light in the darkness in a variety of ways and
places – at home, in public, and online.

In Somerset a partnership of organisations is working together to provide an
online commemoration. These include St John the Evangelist church in
Taunton, Somerset Jewish Association, Somerset County Council, Castle
School and others.

What can I do to get involved?

Keep an eye on Somerset County Councils social media as they will be
posting on behalf of the Somerset Holocaust Memorial Day committee on
27th January 2021 – Somerset Council (@SomersetCouncil) 
Draw a picture of a candle and put it in your window or post it on social
media using #SomersetHMD
Watch one of the many thought provoking videos on the Holocaust
Memorial Day website
Join the national ceremony online – Holocaust Memorial Day Trust | UK
Holocaust Memorial Day: 2021 Ceremony

Prayer within our community

We have been asked to pray for:
Alex Holmes, our former priest
In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Joy, Max, Joyce, for Alan and Elaine,
for Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, for Elizabeth, Nick, Piers,
Neil and Margaret.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert, for Mathew,
Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.

We pray for Bishop Peter as he continues chemotherapy following
his diagnosis of acute myeloid leukaemia. We pray for God's healing grace for
Bishop Peter and also for Jane, his wife, and all his family that they continue to
know God's love and and strength through this difficult time. We pray also for
Bishop Ruth as she postpones her sabbatical and leads the Bishops' staff. We
pray for all those being treated for illness at this time.

Remembering those who have died:
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Giles Barwick, Neville Machin, Hilary
Allen, Dorothy Hares, and for their families and friends who mourn.

O God, our sovereign and our shepherd,
who brought again your Son Jesus Christ from the valley of death,
comfort us with your protecting presence
and your angels of goodness and love,
that we also may come home
and dwell with him in your house for ever.
Amen.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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