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Gracious God,
You call us to fullness of life:
Deliver us from unbelief
And banish our anxieties
With the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Church of England Prayer for the Day

At our harvest-themed worship on Sunday 11th October we will be
holding a collection for local food banks. There is currently high demand for
the support they give and they expect an increased need over the winter
months. Our churches support two local food banks in Weston-super-Mare and
Withywood. Please bring a donation of non-perishable food when you attend
worship. A list of most needed items can be found here.

Below are the usual links to online Sunday Worship, booking forms for the
Sunday Eucharist and weekday worship and the Sunday Reading and
Reflection. Links to allow you to access this month's APCMs via Zoom are
available below and will also be published in next week's Church Link. If you
know of a neighbour who struggles to access the internet who would like to
attend, please consider supporting them by setting up a device for them to use
or allowing them to share your device, if government restrictions permit.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Church Worship this week
Creationtide VI - Harvest

 

Sunday 11th October, 10:30am

Church worship online via video link
Church Eucharist in St Andrew's Church, Blagdon.           
 Please book here

Monday 12th October, 10:30am

Morning Prayer, St Michael's, Compton Martin

Wednesday 14th October, 5:30pm 

Evensong sung by the choir, St Andrew's, Blagdon

Thursday 15th October, 12 noon 

Church in the Spirit of Iona, St Bartholomew's, Ubley

To help us all to worship safely in our buildings, please book attendance

for Sunday services via this page and weekday services via this page. Please take

a pen to sign the attendance register when you enter the church building.

To assist NHS Track and Trace, your data will be stored for 21 days after you attend

worship. Full details can be found on our website, or by reading the privacy policy.

Online Worship is now available to view directly
on our website.

        

Click here
to join worship on Sunday 11th October at 10:30am

Sunday Reading and Reflection
11 October 2020 - Creationtide VI

Theme: Creationtide 6

‘When forgotten, things go wrong; when remembered, opportunities arise’

Read the stories in the first book of the Bible, Genesis, and imagine listening to
them time and time again in the ages before ever words were written down. 
These were a people trying to discover meaning and purpose to their existence;
who am I? where did I come from?  They tried to make sense of their world;
their existence; their loves, their hates, who they were.  They borrowed stories
from other tribes and peoples they met or heard about in their wanderings.

Reading: Genesis 9.8-17

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am establishing
my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of
the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.  I establish my covenant
with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’  God said, ‘This is the
sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature
that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and
it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  When I bring
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and
the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.  When the bow
is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between
God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’  God said to
Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and
all flesh that is on the earth.’

A Reflection 

Traveller, in the desert there is no road, you make it as you go.  They were
desert dwellers gathering their sustenance from wherever they could.  Dim,
ancestral memory remembered green valleys and lush growth; why did they
ever leave it?  Were they cast out?  Why?  Ancient wisdom remembered too, a
great flood in which it seemed to them the whole world was destroyed and only
a few survived.  The story of Noah was born; it lost nothing in the telling among
this ancient people trying to make sense of their world. 

Most importantly they began to understand their place in the world; they were
stewards, not owners, they owed responsibility to that world and understood at
the deepest level of their being that they had a relationship with the Creator of
all that is; they called that Creator, Yahweh or El; we call that Creator, God. 
They described that relationship as a Covenant; they described it in story as
sealed by God with a rainbow, after the flood receded.

Through the millennia that followed even to our own day that Covenant was
forgotten, then remembered and then forgotten again.  When it is forgotten,
things go wrong; when it is remembered, opportunities arise to return in
thanksgiving and penitence to God from whom all things come.

A Prayer for Sunday

May God who established the dance of Creation, 
who marvelled at the lilies of the field, 
who transforms chaos to order, 
lead me to transform my life 
and the Church - 
the Body of Christ here on Earth - 
to reflect God's glory in Creation.
Amen.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning from 10:45am, beginning with the sound of church bells and
followed by the reflection at 11am. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Annual Parochial Church Meetings
October 2020

The Annual Parochial Church Meetings in our Benefice will take place on the
following dates:

St Bartholomew’s, Ubley: Monday 19th October 2020 from 7:30pm
St Michael’s, Compton Martin: Tuesday 20th October 2020 from 7:30pm 
St Andrew’s, Blagdon: Wednesday 21st October 2020 from 7:30pm

Notices are displayed in our church buildings and on our website. Please click
the relevant link above to view the material relevant to your parish.

Following the guidance of the Church of England and to ensure the safety of all
those who wish to attend, the meetings will take place via
videoconference. Please click the Zoom links at the times advertised above to
allow you to join your meetings. These links will also be published in next
week's Church Link or can be requested from benefice.bcmu@gmail.com at
least 24 hours before the start of your meeting. You should only attend the
APCM of the parish where you are on the electoral roll.

St Michael's, Compton Martin

St Bartholomew's, Ubley

St Andrew's, Blagdon

Currently on each PCC there are vacancies for a number of roles including
Churchwardens, elected members of PCC, and Deanery Synod
representatives. Through prayer and discussion with others including Simon,
please consider if you are being called by God to help guide your parish in the
future and shape the role of the Church in our community. A guide to the work
of a PCC can be downloaded by clicking this link.

Nomination forms are available to download below:

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag has a maze, puzzles and colouring to help
young families explore the Parable of the Wedding Feast. It is available as a
printable PDF download by clicking this link.

Church@Home

Church@Home takes place via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:30am and
provides informal, interactive, thought-provoking worship. To find out more
please contact Clare Walker.

Prayer within our community

We have been asked to pray for:
In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Giles and his parents Alan and Elaine,
for Neville and Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, Elizabeth,
Nick, Piers, Neil and Margaret.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for the Joyner family, also
for Mathew, Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.
Please pray for our wedding couples hoping to start their married lives over the
next year, many of whom are dealing with difficult decisions due to the
restrictions on social gatherings.
Bishop Peter continues to undergo treatment in hospital and we continue to
hold him in our prayers. We pray too for the Bishop of Taunton who is leading
the diocese in the interim.

Remembering those who have died:
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Irene Moore, Chris Preston and
Andrea Bonetti, Lorraine Osborn, née Simmons, and for their families and
friends who mourn.

Almighty God,
you have made us for yourself,
and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you:
pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself,
and so bring us at last to your heavenly city
where we shall see you face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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