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True and humble king,
hailed by the crowd as Messiah:
grant us the faith to know you and love you,
that we may be found beside you
on the way of the cross,
which is the path of glory.

Alternative Collect for Palm Sunday

Please join us for a journey through Holy Week, both in our buildings and
online. On Sunday, palm crosses will be available for collection outside St
Michael's Church, Compton Martin. Please help to make our buildings safe for
everyone by ensuring that you only sit in the seats that you are directed to by
the welcomers.
Copies of Stations of the Cross: Walking with Jesus will be available for
collection from church porches for you to use them during Holy Week. Those
who are able are encouraged to walk from their houses to St Andrew's
Church on Good Friday, pausing along the way to read the reflections. 

Booking for Communion services on Easter Sunday are open on our website.
Due to the limited space available, please let us know if you are planning to
attend so that we can try to accommodate everyone, or direct you to a less
busy worship if necessary. No booking is necessary for Worship of the Word
(and Easter Egg Hunt) at 12 noon outside St Bartholomew's Church, Ubley.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Palm Sunday & Holy Week
     

Worship, Prayer and Reflection
 
Please collect a copy of ‘Stations of the Cross: Walking with Jesus’
from the porch of your local church. This can be used to support your
personal journey through Holy Week or we encourage those who are able
to walk from their homes to St Andrew’s on Good Friday, pausing along
the way to read the prayers.

Sunday 28th March

10:30am - Sunday Eucharist with Passion Narrative, St
Michael's, Compton Martin. Please complete this form on our
website to book.
10:30am - Online Worship for Palm Sunday, via this link
11:00am - Isolation Station Radio Broadcast

Monday 29th March 

9:30am, Holy Communion, St Andrew's, Blagdon
6:45pm, Reflection (1) The Stations of the Cross, online via
our website.

Tuesday 30th March 

9:30am, Holy Communion, St Bartholomew's, Ubley
6:45pm, Reflection (2) The Stations of the Cross, online via
our website.

Wednesday 31st March 

9:30am, Holy Communion, St Michael's, Compton Martin
6:45pm, Contemplative Prayer for Holy Week, via Zoom

Thursday 1st April 

7:30pm, Maundy Thursday Worship, via Zoom

Friday 2nd April 

Please gather at St Andrew's, Blagdon, at 2:00pm, for reflective
worship beginning at 2:15pm. Please dress warmly. If you have
walked to the church, you are welcome to bring a flask of a
warm drink to consume before worship begins. Please leave the
church in silence.

Please wear a face covering inside our buildings and observe social
distancing.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
28 March 2021

The Passion Narrative

Theme: Palm Sunday 
Mark 14

This week's reading is the final chapter of the Gospel of Mark. As it is longer
than the other readings in the liturgical calendar it is not printed in full here. You
can either read from your own Bible, or the text can be downloaded and read
by clicking here.

A Reflection 

In Churches up and down the country the Liturgy for Palm Sunday begins in
simple or elaborate ways to recall the excitement of Jesus entry into
Jerusalem.  With great noise and great rejoicing, he was greeted by the crowd
as King; ’Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’.  Within five days
that same crowd cries ‘Crucify Him’.  That is the way of crowds.  

The gospel passage from St Mark, set for Palm Sunday, begins to take a darker
tone.  Tradition has it that the woman who brings in this expensive perfume is
Mary of Magdala; possibly it is the same person who replays an earlier
encounter when she weeps at Jesus’ feet and dries them with her hair.  It is the
encounter that is the final straw for Judas; ‘Think of the poor; this ointment, it
could have been sold’ says the Sidney Carter song, ‘think of the blankets and
think of the bread you could buy with the silver and gold’.  Through the pen of
Mark, you hear Jesus remind those with him that the poor are always close at
hand; what this woman had done was to anticipate what was soon to happen. 
What she had done would be her memorial.

You would be correct, I think, if, using your religious imagination, you place
yourself in the scene, to feel both anxious and uncertain about what is to follow.
You know this well.  The entry into Jerusalem was exciting but the
consequences are unknown.  Our world too, faces unknown consequences of
both the COVID-19 virus, and a changing climate.  Generations past have
known plague and pestilence too; they were changed by them; so we shall be. 
A Christian will hold firmly to the blessed trinity so wonderfully described by St
Paul, Faith and Hope and Love.  The inner knowledge that ‘nothing can
separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus’ is the gift you bring to family,
friend, neighbour, and community.  On the Thursday, after supper, we are told,
‘Judas went out, and it was dark’. You stand firm in the knowledge that
darkness can never overcome light.

A Prayer for Sunday

Almighty and everlasting God,
who in your tender love towards the human race 
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
to take upon him our flesh
and to suffer death upon the cross:
grant that I may follow the example of his patience and humility,
and also be made partakers of his resurrection;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Don't forget! Clocks go forward one hour on Saturday night

Online Sunday Worship for Palm Sunday 
28 March 2021

You are invited to join us for online worship, led by Simon on our website.
Please click the link at 10:30am to join our Church family.

For those of you who still have a Palm Cross in your homes, please have it
ready for worship. For those of you who do not have one, you can make a palm
cross following the instructions in Children's Corner, below.

Contemplative Prayer
Meditation for Holy Week

Wednesday 31st March, 6:45pm

Please join Nick and Sarah Jarrett-Kerr and the contemplative prayer group for
a meditation for Holy Week via Zoom, by clicking on the the icon below.

Meeting ID: 817 8196 3390
Passcode: 699197

Maundy Thursday Worship
Thursday 1st April, 7:30pm

Our Maundy Thursday worship will be via Zoom, accessible via the icon below.
Please have a small bowl of water and a towel available in the space where
you worship.

Meeting ID: 838 2674 4985
Passcode: 837955

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am and
with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

For those of you who would like to make your own palm cross for this Sunday,
you can use these instructions to make a cross from a strip of paper or leaf.

This week's Young Church Mag has space for you to colour draw and retell the
story of Holy Week. It's available as a printable PDF download by clicking this
link. 

Prayer within our Community

We have been asked to pray for:
       

Alex Holmes, our former priest.
In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Max, Joyce, for Alan and Elaine,
for Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, for Elizabeth, Nick, Neil
and Margaret.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert, for Mathew,
Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.
Please pray for our wedding couples as they prepare for their marriage
ceremonies in our churches this summer.

We pray for Bishop Peter as he continues chemotherapy and for Peter and
Jane as they prepare for his retirement.

Remembering those who have died:

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Piers Moth, Joy Croker, Dorothy
Hares, Roland Eagling and Leonard James Gardner. We pray that God's love
will surround all who mourn them, now and always. 

O Spirit of God, we ask you to help orient
all our actions by your inspirations,
carry them on by your gracious assistance,
that every prayer and work of ours
may always begin from you
and through you be happily ended.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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