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O Lord, from whom all good things come:
grant to us your humble servants,
that by your holy inspiration
we may think those things that are good,
and by your merciful guiding may perform the same;
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Church of England Prayer for the weekdays after Pentecost

This Sunday Eucharist in St Michael's Church, Compton Martin will mark
Trinity Sunday. Please book as usual via the form on our website to enable
us to accommodate you safely. To help you to plan, the pattern for Sunday
worship during the summer months whilst we emerge from lockdown can be
found on our website.

We have also added information to our Parish pages for those who wish to
read the minutes for the PCC meetings held for St Andrew's and St Hugh's,
St Bartholomew's and St Michael's, alongside the information already
published for the APCMs. Printed Annual Reports will be available to read in
the near future in each Parish Church.

We look forward to welcoming you soon.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Trinity Sunday
 

Sunday 30th May

10:30am - Sunday Eucharist, St Bartholomew's, Ubley.        Please
book via this link
10:30am - Online Worship via our website.                          
 Please click here to join. 

Wednesday 2nd June

5:00pm - Evensong, sung by the Choir, St Andrew's, Blagdon.

Thursday 3rd June

12:00pm - Online Church in the Spirit of Iona, via Zoom.          
Please click here to join.

Our churches will also be open for individual prayer at the
following times:

Monday 31st May

9:30am - 10:30am, St Andrew's, Blagdon

Wednesday 2nd June 

3:30pm - 4:30pm, St Michael's, Compton Martin

Thursday 3rd June

10:30am - 11:30am, St Bartholomew's, Ubley

Please wear a face covering inside our buildings and observe social
distancing.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
30 May 2021 - Trinity Sunday

Reading: Isaiah 6.1-8

A Vision of God in the Temple

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple.  Seraphs were in attendance
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with
two they covered their feet, and with two they flew.  And one called to another
and said:

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.’

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the
house filled with smoke.  And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have
seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken
from the altar with a pair of tongs.  The seraph touched my mouth with it and
said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your
sin is blotted out.’  Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I
send, and who will go for us?’  And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’

A Reflection 

In your personal life a birth, a marriage, a death, a move of house, a change
of job will be a reason for reflection on your life’s journey thus far, and
consideration of the road ahead.  When events take place on a global or
national scale, with equal force, the wise person thinks deeply, looks for
shafts of light in dark places and makes resolution for the future.  

Two such events, so different in character, cast a long shadow at the present
time.  Of COVID-19, much is written and spoken.  You begin now to look
forward in hope; there is much for which to be thankful: for the skills of
medical care; for the protection vaccination brings against the wretched
disease; for the support of family and neighbours.  You may make a new
resolve to consider the poor of the world and of our own nation; it is the poor
who pay the greatest price. 

The second event, especially for our own nation, but resonating around the
world, is the death of the Queen’s Consort, Prince Phillip.  By wonderful
coincidence this significant death brings you directly to the passage from the
Book of the Prophet Isaiah set to be read in Church this Sunday.  Written
some 750 years before the birth of Jesus Christ, today’s verses speak to our
time and our condition. ( I expand on the theme in today’s talk on Isolation
Station, broadcast at 11 o’clock.)

Isaiah tells how an event set him thinking about his life, about the society of
which he is a part, about his relationship with God.  He is mourning the death
of his friend King Uzziah of Judah who died from Leprosy; he and Isaiah had
known one another for the past twenty years. Now the throne is vacant, and
Isaiah reflects on the nature of leadership, of power, of authority.  He does so
against a background of outward material prosperity, moral decay, and much
corruption.

He paints the picture in glorious colour and great drama of God, ‘high and
lifted up’; of a heavenly host singing ‘Holy, Holy, Holy’; - a foretaste of the
great Trinity Hymn - while Isaiah recognises his own unworthiness as well as
his powerlessness.  In the moment of his weakness God asks ‘whom shall I
send?  Isaiah can only say,’ here am I, send me’. 

Of the Christian pilgrim in the 21st Century, in this age of ‘un-faith’, knowing
weakness, even desolation, God asks the same question.  Each must
consider what the answer will be.

The Voice of God in a Great Storm

Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;
worship the Lord in holy splendour. …
The voice of the Lord is powerful;
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. …
May the Lord give strength to his people!
May the Lord bless his people with peace!

[Psalm 29]

A Prayer for Sunday

Almighty and everlasting God,
you have given us your servants grace,
by the confession of a true faith,
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity
and in the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity:
keep me steadfast in this faith,
that I may evermore be defended from all adversities;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Online Worship - Trinity Sunday
30 May 2021, 10:30am

You are invited to join us for online worship, led by Simon on our
website. Please click the link at 10:30am to join our Church family.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am and
with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

Three birds with three names? Three rainbows with no end? This week's
Young Church Mag looks at the mystery of the Trinity with art,
word scrambles and riddles to help you puzzle it out. It can all be
downloaded as a PDF and printed by clicking this link. 

There will be a new Spiritual Direction course
starting this autumn.

The course will begin in September 2021 with a 2 day residential
at the Ammerdown Centre.

Regular monthly meetings will begin in October and these will
take place at Flourish House in Wells.

Further information can be found on our website:

www.ministryofspiritualdirection.co.uk
by email at info.minsd@gmail.com

or by telephone to Sue Henderson 01225 767793

Caring for creation
   

Join us on the pathway to Net Zero this June

In June it is hoped that Covid restrictions will be lifted and most activities can
return to normal. June is also the month in which we celebrate Environment
Sunday (6 June) and when the G7 nations meet in Cornwall for their climate
conference, so it is an appropriate time to consider how we can take steps to
care for our planet.

David Maggs, Mission Team Leader (Environment champion) says, “In 2020
the diocese’s new environmental strategy was approved by Synod. The
Covid pandemic forestalled a major launch of the strategy, but as things start
to return to normal we hope we can start to help people consider how they
and their church can help care for creation. While we recognise many
churches are still not open and not everyone able to meet in person, there
are still many ways to get involved.  Over the next few months we will be
sharing a range of resources and ways to play your part as we approach
COP26, the vital UN Environment Conference which takes place in Glasgow
in November.”

You can start now:

Take a look at the Church of England's Practical Pathway to Net Zero
tooland consider what your church can do
What are you doing for Climate Sunday? If you have plans, do let us
know and we will help spread the word
Go Wild in your churchyard - the next Wilder Churches session with the
Somerset Wildlife Trust takes place on 30 June
Take part in Churches Count on Nature from 5 to 13 June - a joint
initiative from Caring for God's Acre, A Rocha UK, the Church of
England and the Church in Wales.  Find out more in the Church of
England webinar. Come together to discover and record the wildlife in
your local churchyard and share your findings on the National
Biodiversity Network
Pray - people across the diocese will be invited to fast and pray for the
climate on the first of each month, starting on the 1 July, until the start
of COP26 in November. Or join with others across the world
with Climate Intercessors.
Explore Eco Church 
Find out about our Future Heating Plan initiative on our Sustainable
Buildings page

Bath Abbey monuments exhibition to tell story of
colonialism and slave trade

Bath Abbey is holding an exhibition revealing its links to colonialism and the
transatlantic slave trade through the history of its monuments and
ledgerstones. The 'Monuments, Empire and Slavery' exhibition opened on 24
May and will run to 4 September 2021.

Commenting on the exhibition, Bishop Ruth said, "In the week which marked
the first anniversary of George Floyd’s death, Bath Abbey has opened its
Monuments, Empire and Slavery exhibition.  This exhibition challenges us all
to learn from our past, seek forgiveness for injustices done, and ensure that
we take action to make a better future.  The sin of exploitation of certain
groups of people should never be repeated and I am committed to playing
my part to building a Church where every individual is equally valued."

The exhibition will also explore the presence of the Abolitionist movement in
Bath and aims to encourage visitors to reflect on past injustice and the need
for racial equality now and in the future.
Read more about the exhibition

Prayer within our Community

We have been asked to pray for:

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Max, Joyce, for Alan and Elaine,
for Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, for Elizabeth, Nick, Neil
and Margaret and for the family of Barbara White.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard and Nigel.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert, for
Mathew, Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.
Please pray for our wedding couples as they prepare for their marriage
ceremonies in our churches from next month.

We pray for Bishop Peter and his wife Jane as Peter begins his retirement.

Holy God,
faithful and unchanging:
enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth,
and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love,
that we may truly worship you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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