
Good morning.  One of the most pleasing things about the Christian calendar is that it has variety.  
Days and times of reflection and days when there ought to be trumpets: days and times of quiet 
and sorrow matched by the hights of joy: days of fear and anger balanced by days and times of 
extraordinary joy and happiness.  

Today is very special.  We call it the Feast of Pentecost.  It is the final act of a drama which, if it did 
not begin beyond time itself, in terms of human reckoning, it follows a path from Bethlehem to this 
moment, in the upper room in Jerusalem, when the disciples were turned from fear and failing, into 
tellers of the story and preachers of the Gospel.

Just like us I think ,they knew what lock-down was like.  Before today the gospel tells us, they were 
behind locked doors.  Then from being shut in, quite literally, waiting, lost, anxious and bewildered; 
concerned perhaps only with survival, that small group of followers devoted to Jesus began to live 
as transformed people; liberated; set free; a people filled with the Holy Spirit and called to bear 
witness.  They were so full of it; people in a packed Jerusalem - and remember it was Harvest 
Festival - said they were drunk. 

This day then, is the birthday of the Church.  We have a description from those early days of the 
Church.  I make no apology in saying my dream is for our churches here in Compton Martin, Ubley 
and Blagdon to be filled with people who are Acts 2.42 Christians.  St Luke tells us in his second 
book, the Acts of the Apostles, that the Church, met ‘to hear the Apostles teach: to break bread, to 
pray and to share their lives with unaffected joy.’  Could we really be like that?  Could we?  I so 
hope so.

I’ve called on your imagination a lot these past weeks, and described a beaten and then astonished 
group of people living on one side of Pentecost; now I tell you about the people living on the other 
side of Pentecost - a Church, whose task is, … in fact its more than a task, it’s a mandate: I’m going 
to tell you about a Church that has a mandate to speak and to share the good news of Jesus Christ.  

The Apostles talked of the great things that God had done.  That is what preaching on this day 
should be - not a prescription for a changed life but the publication of an event, an event so 
profound that they could only describe it as a rushing wind and tongues of fire - the language of 
power and of dreams, but an event whose outcome was in transformed lives.  

It was Good News they published; and it was a three-word catch phrase which all could hear – 
‘Jesus is Lord’.  That is the very first creed but do not be deceived by the simplicity.  If you feel 
you can really say ‘Jesus is Lord’ you will have made a great step of faith - the Jesus who is Lord, is 
the child of Bethlehem, the teacher on the hillside, the scourge of politicians, the keeper of bad 
company, the crumpled figure in the garden and the dead man publicly executed on a cross; and the 
Christ who was raised from the dead.
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If you are not deceived by the simplicity, I suggest you do not ask others for precise definitions.  
Some people will want to know you believe properly and in a particular way before they will let 
you stand with them in the witness box.  You should resist them.  Why?

Look at those first Christians.  Can you imagine people less like each other: 
Peter - extrovert, leader, volatile speaker, betrayer, penitent.
Thomas - self-conscious, sensitive, doubter, needing to see before he believed.
Matthew - sharp as a needle.
Bartholomew - a scholar.
Simon - political activist.
Paul - intellectual, theologian, traveller, business man.
Barnabas – ‘a good man and full of the Holy Spirit’.

Would they all have the same view of Jesus, surely not.  As new worship evolved, would they all 
agree what should be said and done as they moved away from the practice of the Jews?  Did they 
tell the story of Jesus in the same way?  I think not; remember the great arguments about 
circumcision or whether anyone not a Jew could belong.   The answer is ‘No’; and there were 
fierce arguments; nothing new there, then!

The picture I get from Pentecost, is one about the love of God being something greater and deeper 
than can ever be captured by Church or Creed.  There are many who have walked away from 
Christ because his Church has demanded he be seen in this way or that.  Christians have, to their 
shame and detriment, demanded much more than ‘Jesus is Lord’.

The evidence of Pentecost, is that the good news that ‘Jesus is Lord’, can be heard, and can be 
heard across culture and colour, race or dialect.  The word of God penetrates deeper, touching 
women and men at the very centre of their being.  What St Luke teaches us is that when the word 
of God is spoken to that which is common to all of us - the spirit within us - we can hear and we 
can understand.

If then, you are witnesses to the Christ who is Lord, you will not hide it and your lives will be 
different.  By the difference your faith makes you will judged - by God Godself, I believe, but 
certainly by others - often, you may feel, unfairly.   By what measurement are you judged?  It will be 
by your capacity to love … and receive love: your willingness to forgive … and be forgiven: … your 
commitment to care for others, … especially those who suffer and are poor; and by your respect 
for God’s Created world.  

As they did that very first Day of Pentecost, you will speak aloud that ‘Jesus is Lord’; in this way you 
shall grow into eternal life; such a life is his wonderful gift.

Thank you for listening



Prayer

Let us pray

Holy Spirit, Comforter, 
come to us as our world - our only home - continues to struggle with this pandemic.
Come as we walk our different roads in and out of lockdown, needing a companion;
we can’t really do it alone - even in the strongest of characters fear lurks.
Come when life mystifies and perplexes us as we face life and death choices.
Come into our disappointments and unease as we face insecure futures
such as unemployment, family breakdown, loneliness.
Come at table where we share our food, our hospitality, 
and our hopes for a transformed world; 
a world where humanities heart is set on love not dominance. 
Come Holy Spirit; 
come, open our eyes to recognise you O Comforter;
for you breathed breath into our home at the beginning of Creation
which right now, once again, feels a very strange place.
We need you, O Comforter, 
we need your breath of life.
Amen.


