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Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
   and sustain in me a willing spirit.   

O Lord, open my lips,
   and my mouth will declare your praise.

Extract from Psalm 51

Welcome to this week's Church Link. Below are the usual links to online
Sunday Worship, booking forms for both the Sunday Eucharist and weekday
worship and the Sunday Reading and Reflection. Also news of this year's
APCM and election of churchwardens, Young Church Mag and answers to the
taxing 'Nigel' Quiz.

The Eucharist on Sunday 11th October will have a harvest theme and we
will be holding a collection for local food banks. The work of food banks is
particularly in demand at the moment and they expect an increased need for
their services over the winter months. Our churches support two local food
banks in Weston-super-Mare and Withywood. Please bring a donation of non-
perishable food when you attend worship. A list of most needed items can be
found here.

Please note that due to bad weather, the working party in Ubley churchyard has
been cancelled.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

 

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Church Worship this week
Creationtide V

 

Sunday 4th October, 10:30am 

Church worship online via video link
Church Eucharist in St Andrew's Church, Blagdon.           
 Please book here

Monday 5th October, 10:30am

Morning Prayer, St Michael's, Compton Martin

Wednesday 7th October, 5:30pm 

Evensong sung by the choir, St Andrew's, Blagdon

Thursday 8th October, 12 noon 

Church in the Spirit of Iona, St Bartholomew's, Ubley

To help us all to worship safely in our buildings, please book attendance

for Sunday services via this page and weekday services via this page. Please take

a pen to sign the attendance register when you enter the church building.

To assist NHS Track and Trace, your data will be stored for 21 days after you attend

worship. Full details can be found on our website, or by reading the privacy policy.

Online Worship
Sunday 4th October 2020

 10:30am
Click here to join

Sunday Reading and Reflection
4 October 2020 - Creationtide V

Theme: Creationtide 5

‘No room for complacency in our relationship to the Earth’: How do Jesus’
words of comfort affect you in our current time of world crises?

Reading I: Matthew 11.25-30

Jesus Thanks His Father
At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have
revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  All things
have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except
the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him.

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light.’

A Reflection 

Through the centuries the final paragraph of passage from Matthew’s Gospel
set for today has brought peace and comfort to many a troubled mind; ‘Come to
me, all who are weary; I will give you rest’.  In equal measure the great clarion
call from the writer of Psalm 148, also set to be read today; ‘Kings of the earth
and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!  Young men and women
alike, old and young together!  Let them praise the name of the Lord,’ stirs the
hearts of faithful women and men to both praise, thanksgiving and endeavour.

Lest you should think, however, that all is well, it might be wise to read the
verses of St Matthew immediately before the passage you have read, for our
thought and prayer.  There is no room for complacency in our relationship to the
Earth - our Home - and all that lives on it.  ‘Alas for you Chorazin’ says Jesus;
‘alas for you Bethsaida; as for you Capernaum, will you be exalted?  No, you
will be brought to hell’.

The role of the Church and others in the present crisis of pandemic is testimony
to the love and compassion of God.  We learn what it means to be salt and
light.  There is, still, an urgent need for all Christians to prepare for the
challenges and opportunities that now arise.  If Christian faith means anything
we can never ‘walk by on the other side;’ in our own nation, leaving aside for
the moment the inequalities in other nations, the issues of housing, hunger,
poverty, debt, welfare, despair and inequality must be tackled afresh.  After this
pandemic, unrest will be sure to follow.  Jesus is quite clear that transformation
of heart and mind not once, but daily, is what you should seek so that the ‘new
normal’ reflects biblical principles and obedience to Jesus’ command to love. 

A Prayer for Sunday

May God who established the dance of Creation, 
who marvelled at the lilies of the field, 
who transforms chaos to order, 
lead me to transform my life 
and the Church - 
the Body of Christ here on Earth - 
to reflect God's glory in Creation.
Amen.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning from 10:45am, beginning with the sound of church bells and
followed by the reflection at 11am. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Annual Parochial Church Meetings
October 2020

The Annual Parochial Church Meetings in our Benefice will take place on the
following dates:

St Bartholomew’s, Ubley: Monday 19th October 2020 from 7:30pm
St Michael’s, Compton Martin: Tuesday 20th October 2020 from 7:30pm 
St Andrew’s, Blagdon: Wednesday 21st October 2020 from 7:30pm

Notices will be displayed in our church buildings and on our website. Please
click the relevant link above to view the material relevant to your parish.

Following the guidance of the Church of England and to ensure the safety of all
those who wish to attend, the meetings will take place via videoconference. The
Zoom link will be published in the Church Link newsletter on 9th and 16th
October, or can be requested from benefice.bcmu@gmail.com or via the form
on our website.

You should only attend the APCM of the parish where you are on the electoral
roll.

Currently on each PCC there are vacancies for a number of roles including
Churchwardens, elected members of PCC, and Deanery Synod
representatives. Through prayer and discussion with others including Simon,
please consider if you are being called by God to help guide your parish in the
future and shape the role of the Church in our community. A guide to the work
of a PCC can be downloaded by clicking this link.

Nomination forms are available to download below:

Due to a very ominous weather forecast, Saturday's working

party in Ubley Churchyard has been cancelled.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag is packed with riddles, word scrambles and
jokes on the theme of the parable of the vineyard. It is available as a printable
PDF download by clicking this link.

The Nigel Quiz - Answers

Prayer within our community

We have been asked to pray for:
In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Giles and his parents Alan and Elaine,
for Neville and Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, Elizabeth,
Nick, Piers, Neil and Margaret.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for the Joyner family, also
for Mathew, Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.
Please pray for our wedding couples hoping to start their married lives over the
next year, many of whom are dealing with difficult decisions due to the
restrictions on social gatherings.
Bishop Peter continues to undergo treatment in hospital and we continue to
hold him in our prayers. We pray too for the Bishop of Taunton who is leading
the diocese in the interim.

Remembering those who have died:
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Ronald Stevens, Jan Andres, Betty
Silburn, Irene Moore, Chris Preston and Andrea Bonetti, and for their
families and friends who mourn.

Lord of creation,
whose glory is around and within us:
open our eyes to your wonders,
that we may serve you with reverence
and know your peace at our lives’ end,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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