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Church Link                            No. 77
Sunday 12 September 2021

God of wonder, go with us into this new day
Speak to us, refresh us, astound us,
that we may grow to love you,
and your world, more deeply.

Church of England, Reflections for Creationtide

*** Important reminder ***
Our main Sunday Worship is now at 10:15am

Our first Messy Church will be held in St Bartholomew's, Ubley, this Sunday
12th September at 4pm. Please encourage local families to come along and
get crafty whilst learning all about this week's theme of Creation - modelling
clay, googly eyes and goop all included!

Last week we entered the season of Creationtide. There will be a theme for
each week with talks presented by different speakers at the 10:15am Sunday
Worship throughout September and into October. Details of Harvest
celebrations are also on the poster below.

Thank you to everyone who has supported the fundraising events in
Blagdon and Ubley over the past few weeks. Compton Martin's 'Batty'
event will be on Saturday 18th September. Full details below.

The third edition of our Pathways Newsletter is available by clicking the
banner below. It contains information about our journey towards being one
parish. For those who do not have online access, hard copies will be
available at the back of our churches and the information will also be
published in our parish magazines.

Our Eucharist on Sunday 12th September will be in St Bartholomew's
Church, Ubley, at 10:15am. No booking necessary, but please remember to
scan the QR code or complete the paper register.

We look forward to welcoming you soon.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Creationtide II
 

Sunday 12th September

10:15am - Sunday Eucharist, St Bartholomew's, Ubley
10:30am - Online worship via our website (see below) 
4:00pm - NEW! Messy Church - Creation                                    
 St Bartholomew's, Ubley
5:00pm - New Horizons: Eternal Light (Contemplative Worship of
the Word) St Hugh's, Charterhouse   

Wednesday 15th September

5:00pm - Evensong, sung by the Choir, St Andrew's, Blagdon.

Thursday 16th September

12:00pm - Online Church in the Spirit of Iona, via Zoom.          
Please click here to join.

Our three parish churches will be open for individual prayer every
day from 9am - 5pm

Please wear a face covering inside our buildings and observe social
distancing.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
12 September 2021 - Creationtide II

Each one of us will be answerable to God.

It is so easy judge and feel we have the right to judge especially if we have
been wronged.  Judging others without first judging oneself is a ‘fools’ game. 
Isn’t it vital we take the plank out of our own eye before pointing to the
splinter in someone else’s?

 

Reading: Romans 14.1-12

Do Not Judge Another

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling
over opinions.  Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only
vegetables.  Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those
who abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has
welcomed them.  Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another?  It
is before their own lord that they stand or fall.  And they will be upheld, for the
Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to
be alike.  Let all be fully convinced in their own minds.  Those who observe
the day, observe it in honour of the Lord.  Also those who eat, eat in honour
of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain
in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.  If we live, we
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s.  For to this end Christ died and lived
again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister?  Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement
seat of God.  For it is written, ’As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow
to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.’  So then, each of us will be
accountable to God.

A Reflection 

The word Pandemic is a mix of two words from the Greek - ‘pan’ means ‘all’;
‘demos’ means people’.  During this Corona Virus pandemic we have all
learned very painful lessons; the truth St Paul tells is that ‘none of us lives
and none of us dies for ourselves alone’.  Sometimes matched by acute self-
interest and selfishness the past year has shown us also most wonderful
care and compassion expressed in so many ways.   

In the face of the present bleak philosophy that each individual person owes
nothing save to self, Paul gives the lie in his trumpet call that ‘whether we live
or die, we belong to the Lord.’  The word ‘pandemic’ therefore belongs also to
the Gospel; it is for all people; as the writer of the Psalm says, ‘the earth is
the Lord’s and all that is therein.’  

Climate Change is the concern of all people: there is no illusion here, it is
fact.  The change in our climate is effecting change in our environment, which
effects us.  For all who sense the overarching care of God for God’s creation,
there is an understanding that it is God’s desire that humanity should live
caring for creation; yet when God speaks through the voices and actions and
personalities of those around who are telling us about Climate Change, are
we listening to their demands and their appeals; are we hearing the voice of
the divine’s warnings?  God is prompting action from all people, for, as St
Paul says, ‘Each one of us will be answerable to God’ (Romans 14.12).

A Prayer for Sunday

May God who established the dance of Creation, 
who marvelled at the lilies of the field, 
who transforms chaos to order, 
lead me to transform my life 
and the Church - 
the Body of Christ here on Earth - 
to reflect God's glory in Creation.
Amen.

Online Worship - Creationtide II
12 September 2021, 10:30am

Please join us for Sunday worship for the Second Sunday of Creationtide, led
by Simon on our website. Please click the button below at 10:30am to join
our Church family.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am and
with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag is all about Holy Cross Day. There are
puzzles, a maze and code to solve, and you can access it all by clicking this
link to download.

Women in Luke’s Gospel - Part II
A series of short talks during September

Women in Luke’s Gospel is a series of 13 short talks to be given by Lucy
Hemsley and Simon Lewis during Evensong on Wednesday evenings in St
Andrew’s, at 5.00pm.  They ponder the interaction between Jesus and
women and ask you to ask yourself, ‘just as Jesus had an impact on the lives
of these women, what impact can/does he have on me?'  Some of the
themes of our talks are healing, being forgiven, unconditional love, being
noticed, death and life. 

Come and be a part of the worship or just sit and listen to prayer, song and
thought.

Prayer within our Community

We have been asked to pray for:

Please pray for Revd. Alex Holmes as she begins her new ministry in the
Benefice of Priddy, Easton and Westbury-sub-Mendip. Alex will be installed
as Vicar later this week.

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Nikki and her family, Britta and her
parents Roger and Kathy, Neil and Margaret, and Gerald.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard and Nigel.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert,
for Ceinwen and Robert.

Please pray for our wedding couples, particularly Alex and Julia, Ryan and
Kirsty, and Matthew and Rachael who will celebrate their marriages in St
Andrew's Church in September and October. 

We pray for the repose of the souls of David Gould, Elizabeth Harper,
Rosemary and Graham Strong and Sheila Barker, and for their families and
friends who mourn.

O Lord, support us all the day long,
until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes,
and the busy world is hushed, 
and the fever of life is over, and our work is done.
Then in thy mercy grant us a safe lodging, 
and a holy rest, 
and peace at the last.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston
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