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God of Love,
As we think about all that has changed this year,
help us to trust that you are always with us.
As we remember those who have died,
help us to trust they are at peace with you.
As we reach out to others with kindness and care,
may hope shine out in every heart and home.
Amen.

Church of England Prayer for the National Day of Reflection

It was lovely to see so many people in church last Sunday and also to welcome
those who attended online worship for Mothering Sunday. A year since we were
first asked to close our doors, it is exciting to reopen them and look towards the
Feast of Easter. Our worship programmes for Holy Week and Easter are in the
notices below. There is a mix of online reflections and gatherings via Zoom
and worship in our buildings. We hope that you will be spiritually enriched by
the variety of worship provided, irrespective of whether you are able to attend
face to face or remotely.
The 10:30am Sunday Eucharist will be celebrated throughout April at St
Michael's, Compton Martin, with a spiritual Communion running concurrently
online via our website. However on 18th April, when Simon is on annual leave,
we have been invited to join the worship in our neighbouring Parish of East and
West Harptree with Hinton Blewett. Full Details will be given in Church Link
nearer the time.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Lent 5 - Passion Sunday
     

Worship this week
 
Sunday 21st March

10:30am - Sunday Eucharist, St Michael's, Compton Martin
10:30am - Online Church Worship via this link
11:00am - Isolation Station Radio Broadcast

Wednesday 24th March 

5:00pm, Said Evensong, St Andrew's, Blagdon

Thursday 25th March 

12:00pm, Online Church in the Spirit of Iona, via Zoom.    
 Please click here to join

 
For all worship in our buildings,

please pre-book using this form on our website.

Private prayer times in our buildings this week

St Andrew's, Blagdon, Monday, 9:30am - 10:30am

St Michael's, Compton Martin, Wednesday, 3:30pm - 4:30pm

St Bartholomew's, Ubley, Thursday, 10:30am - 11:30am

Sunday Reading and Reflection
21 March 2021

Theme: Passion Sunday (Lent 5)

Reading: John 12.20-33

Some Greeks Wish to See Jesus
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir,
we wish to see Jesus.’  Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip
went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of
Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will
keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am,
there will my servant be also.  Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.

Jesus Speaks about His Death

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say - “Father, save me from this
hour”?  No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.  Father, glorify
your name.’  Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will
glorify it again.’  The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. 
Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’  Jesus answered, ‘This voice has
come for your sake, not for mine.  Now is the judgement of this world; now the
ruler of this world will be driven out.  And I, when I am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all people to myself.’  He said this to indicate the kind of death he was
to die

A Reflection 

As his mother and Joseph made the weeklong journey to Jerusalem some 33
years before, Jesus and the Disciples begin their fateful journey, not this time to
Bethlehem but to Bethany, a village close by Jerusalem. Through many
centuries past Christians begin the spiritual journey of heart and soul on this
day, Passion Sunday; Palm Sunday and Holy Week lie ahead.  

In the years that followed that first momentous journey that ended in the
tragedy of the Cross, over, and over again the Disciples must have tried to
remember all that was said or done; they would have agonised about their own
place in the drama; they would weep at their own cowardice and betrayal; they
would have remembered and tried to understand Jesus’ state of mind.

St John, perhaps the most spiritually aware of the gospel writers hears Jesus
say ‘my soul is in turmoil’; so, it must have been. The encounter you read today
comes, not on this Passion Sunday, but after the glorious entry into Jerusalem.
Far from relishing the status the crowd gave him Jesus tries to warn of what
was to come.

For those who walk the Christian way, the Passion of Christ and Holy Week will
have a special significance this year.  Since last Holy Week, the whole world
has been gripped by events over which humankind have had little control.
Inadequacy and frailty have been exposed, a bewildering plague has swept this
land and all the world; in its wake deep grief and loss live in the hearts and lives
of so many; most are anxious; much has changed, much is still to change. 

Yet even in darkest times Christians belong to the Easter People; Alleluia is our
song. In perilous and uncertain times St Paul urges his readers to be thankful
whatever befell them; the writer of John’s Gospel and the Letters of John
remind you of the obligation to love because Jesus loved you first.
Perhaps you will pray this prayer:

Lord, be my strength in times of weakness;
in my wanderings be my guide:
through endeavour, failure, danger;
Lord Jesus be at my side.

A Prayer for Sunday

Most merciful God,
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ
delivered and saved the world:
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross
I may triumph in the power of his victory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Online Sunday Worship for Passion Sunday 
21 March 2021

You are invited to join us for online worship, led by Simon on our website.
Please click the link at 10:30am to join our Church family.

Midweek Worship
Church in the Spirit of Iona

Thursday 25 March, 12:00pm

Our midweek Worship in the Spirit of Iona will be remaining online until further
notice. All are invited to join, whether you are a regular attendee or new to this
style of worship. We will be meeting via Zoom at 12 noon and you can access
the meeting via the new code by clicking the icon below. For those of you
who join via the Zoom App, these are the new meeting details:

Meeting ID: 867 1191 4613
Passcode: 904836

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am and
with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag marks the part of Passiontide. There
are puzzles and colouring and you can learn about the parable of the
wheat. It's available as a printable PDF download by clicking this link. 

Bishop Peter has recorded and written a special message, as the news of his
early retirement on medical grounds sparked a huge outpouring of gratitude
and affection from people in the diocese and far beyond.

"The Psalm at Morning Prayer today was Psalm 54 and contained the
words: ‘Behold God is my helper: it is the Lord who upholds my life.’  As you
might imagine those words really resonated with me. My experience has
certainly been that the Lord has walked with me and upheld me through all that
has happened over the last few months. Covid has challenged us all and there is
still some way to go before things ease enough for us to be able to reconnect
properly with our family, our friends, and our communities. However, I am very
aware of all that churches, schools and chaplaincies have done to offer worship
online and to continue to support and serve local communities. The pandemic
has made us think about the importance of relationships and encouraged us to
think in new ways, to extend the boundaries of what we do and the way we live
and share the good news of Jesus. Through all this I hope that we have
experienced the Lord as our helper and the one who upholds our life.
In the short video (which you can view by clicking on the image above) I have
taken the opportunity to reiterate my thanks to you all for your messages and
prayers for Jane and me, especially since I have had to announce my retirement
as Bishop of Bath and Wells. I am really grateful to you all for the
encouragement and support you have given us.  As we look to the future as a
diocese and as followers of Christ may He continue to uphold us and be our
helper."
 
With warm greetings in the Lord,
Bishop Peter

National Day of Reflection 23 March

Tuesday 23 March marks a year since the first national lockdown began. Since
then millions have been bereaved and many have been unable to say goodbye
to their loved ones properly, due to coronavirus restrictions. The cancer charity
Marie Curie is leading a National Day of Reflection which is supported by the
Church of England.
 

There will be a minute’s silence at 12 noon. Bishop Ruth will offer a short video
reflection in the morning, which will be on Twitter and Facebook and Wells
Cathedral will toll a bell at the end of the minute’s silence and there will then be
a short service, lasting around 10 minutes, of remembrance and thanksgiving
centred on the prayer set in the floor of the Nave. All are invited, and there will
be a retiring collection for the work of Marie Curie.

Prayer within our community

We have been asked to pray for:
       

Alex Holmes, our former priest.
In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Max, Joyce, for Alan and Elaine,
for Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, for Elizabeth, Nick, Neil
and Margaret, and for Piers and his family.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert, for Mathew,
Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.
Please pray for our wedding couples as they prepare for their marriage
ceremonies in our churches this summer.

We pray for Bishop Peter as he continues chemotherapy and for Peter and
Jane as they prepare for his retirement.

Remembering those who have died:

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Joy Croker, Dorothy Hares, Roland
Eagling and Leonard James Gardner. We pray that God's love will surround all
who mourn them, now and always. 

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters
we do also for you:
give us the will to be the servant of others
as you were the servant of all,
and gave up your life and died for us,
but are alive and reign, now and for ever.
Amen.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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