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Sunday 11 April 2021

Risen Christ,
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:
open the doors of our hearts,
that we may seek the good of others
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
to the praise of God the Father.

Alternative Collect for Easter II
 

Accompanied by beautiful spring sunshine, it was wonderful to welcome over a
hundred people to worship on Easter Sunday. Thank you for your positive
comments. We hope that the choir will be able to return to sing for Wednesday
Evensong and Sunday Eucharist before the end of this month.

Simon is away on annual leave from 12th - 18th April so there will be no
worship in our buildings, including on Sunday 18th April. Our neighbouring
parish has kindly extended an invitation for us to join them either for their
Sunday morning online worship, led by Trevor Stubbs, or for Holy Communion
led by Tony Wilds, at St Laurence's, East Harptree at 10:30am. If you would like
to attend Holy Communion, please could you contact Joanna Brown in the
Church Office to enable the churchwardens to accommodate extra numbers.
Links for online worship will be published on our website and in Church Link
next week.

Save the Dates! 
Our APCMs will be held in May via Zoom on the following dates:
St Bartholomew's, Ubley - Monday 17th May, 7:30pm
St Michael's, Compton Martin - Tuesday 18th May, 7:30pm
St Andrew's, Blagdon - Wednesday 19th May, 7:30pm
Official notices will be displayed in church porches, on our website and in
Church Link over coming weeks.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Easter II

Sunday 11th April

10:30am - Sunday Eucharist, St Michael's, Compton Martin.
Please complete this form on our website to book.
10:30am - Online Worship via our website.
11:00am - Isolation Station Radio Broadcast

There will be no weekday worship in our buildings this week, but
our churches will be open for individual prayer at the following
times:

Monday 12th April 

9:30am - 10:30am, St Andrew's, Blagdon

Wednesday 14th April 

3:30pm - 4:30pm, St Michael's, Compton Martin

Thursday 15th April

10:30am - 11:30am, St Bartholomew's, Ubley

Please wear a face covering inside our buildings and observe social distancing.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
11 April 2021

Theme: Easter II

Acts 4.32-35

The Believers Share Their Possessions

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned
was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was
not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

A Reflection 

Through these weeks following Easter, the second of the two volumes by the
writer Luke will be the focus of our attention.  The book The Acts of the
Apostles is a kind of second Epiphany; the season of Epiphany tells how Jesus,
who he was, what he had done, became known to the world; if you like, ‘how
the light dawned for the healing of humankind’.  This second epiphany is how
the raw, new, young Christian Community, developed in the very first days of
the ‘Christian Thing’.  At first, they were not called Christians; they were called,
Luke tells you, ‘followers of The Way’.  

In the volume known as The Acts, Luke gives you a history, an account of
hazardous journeys and encounters, some politics, some internal conflicts,
some pen-portraits of key players of those they encounter on the way. 
Precisely who Luke was, is not known; what we do know is that he had intimate
insight into the characters of the apostles; he was clearly the confidant of some;
he was trusted; and he was medically trained; ‘our dear friend Luke, the doctor,
is with me’ wrote Paul.

The short passage today gives an account of Barnabas who sold his estate and
gave all the proceeds to the new community.  So far as we can tell the ‘holding
all things in common’ proved unworkable as the Christian movement expanded
through the known world.  Barnabas, in another place, wonderfully called, a
‘good man and full of the Holy Spirit; was clearly an inspiration and a model for
so many.  Happy the Christian today who is compared to the beloved St
Barnabas.

The appointed Psalm (133) for this day tells its own story’ ‘how good and
pleasant it is to dwell together in unity’.  Luke demonstrates how hard that is;
how rewarding can become.

A Prayer for Sunday

Almighty Father,
you have given your only Son to die for our sins
and to rise again for our justification:
grant me so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness
that I may always serve you
in pureness of living and truth;
through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Online Sunday Worship for Easter II
11 April 2021

You are invited to join us for online worship, led by Simon on our website.
Please click the link at 10:30am to join our Church family.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am and
with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

This weeks Young Church Mag looks at the story of Doubting Thomas. There's
a code to crack, a crossword and a riddle to help you learn the story and you
can download and print the PDF file by clicking this link. 

The Benefice of Creech St. Michael, Ruishton and Thornfalcon had an egg-
sellent time in the in the run up to Easter, in a community-wide Easter egg
decoration project. As well as decorating eggs, members of church and wider
community and church community also knitted and crocheted eggs and flowers
and over 120 metres of ‘vine’.

Donna Nicholls, Children and Families Worker at Creech, Ruishton and
Thornfalcon says, “We have hundreds and hundreds of coloured, painted,
collaged eggs along with knitted eggs and knitted flowers on over 120 metres of
knitted ‘vine’ decorating the three churches walls...all eggs were decorated,
knitted or crocheted by children and adults from the schools, pre-schools,
community and church community.

“Lots of community members have loved to see the beautiful eggs ‘dancing’ on
the church walls and many have come to see if they can hunt for their own egg
in the midst of the many! One community member remarked when walking past
that ‘it is a joyful and colourful display, perfect for Easter and lifts the heart!’ All
ages took part. The youngest was two and the oldest participant, Elizabeth,
100, commented that she really enjoyed it as she hadn't coloured since she
was a child. It was a real comunity effort and was joyful to see on Easter
Sunday.”

Celebrating Easter 

THE Easter Day services at Canterbury Cathedral, which were broadcast
on national television and radio on Sunday, have been viewed at least
1.3 million times on BBC and Church of England platforms since the
weekend.

The two morning services, at which the Archbishop of
Canterbury presided and preached, had a choir but no congregation,
owing to the current coronavirus restrictions. They were broadcast live
on BBC1, Radio 4, local radio, and iPlayer — the first time on all
platforms — and live-streamed on the C of E website and social-media
platforms. The boys’ choir and lay clerks sang live; music from the girls’
choir and the gospel choir was pre-recorded.

The BBC1 broadcast has been viewed 700,000 times — almost double
the figure for the last time the BBC broadcast an Easter service, in 2019,
when 400,000 tuned in. This was similar to the Christmas Day service
2020, which had a BBC audience of 786,000. A further 606,000 people
have viewed the Easter Day service on C of E platforms (Instagram,
Facebook, YouTube). Listening figures for individual programmes on
Radio 4 are not measured, but Church House, Westminster, estimates
that the service had 600,000 listeners on BBC Local Radio.

Sunrise greets those attending the dawn service on Easter Day at Cape Pembroke,
Falkland Islands

The head of digital for the C of E, Amaris Cole, said: “We cannot wait for
a time when we all worship together once again, but it has been really
encouraging so many people have joined together to celebrate Easter
with worship from Canterbury Cathedral in their own homes. This is the
first time that Easter worship has been broadcast across so many
platforms. . . This is just one small part of a much larger picture;
thousands of services up and down the country have celebrated Easter
in different ways — both online and in person.”

The congregation at Lichfield Cathedral hold candles lit from the Easter Fire on
Easter Eve.

Sand art to celebrate Easter on Bigbury Beach, near Modbury in Devon. It was
created by local farmer John Tucker with his tractor, inspired by Revd. Matt
Rowland. #TPWK stands for Treat People With Kindness.

Prayer within our Community

We have been asked to pray for:

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Max, Joyce, for Alan and Elaine,
for Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, for Elizabeth, Nick, Neil
and Margaret.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Ann and Robert, for Mathew,
Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.
Please pray for our wedding couples as they prepare for their marriage
ceremonies in our churches this summer.

We pray for Bishop Peter as he continues chemotherapy and for Peter and
Jane as they prepare for his retirement.

Remembering those who have died:

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Piers Moth and Leonard James
Gardner. We pray that God's love will surround all who mourn them, now and
always. 

Lord God our Father,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ
you have assured your children of eternal life
and in baptism have made us one with him:
deliver us from the death of sin
and raise us to new life in your love,
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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