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Lord Jesus Christ,
you taught us to love our neighbour,
and to care for those in need
as if we were caring for you.
In this time of anxiety, give us strength
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,
and to assure the isolated
of our love, and your love,
for your name’s sake.
Amen

Church of England Prayer for the pandemic

The news about the increased spread of the virus this week was not what any
of us wanted to hear, especially as our communities have so newly begun to
emerge from the first phase of the pandemic. The response from the
Archbishops is copied in their letter below, which our Diocese has requested
that we share with you. As the steps we have taken to reintroduce worship in
our buildings have been small and cautious, no changes are necessary but we
will continue to respond to the advice of the National Church. Please pray for
our wedding couples, many of whom have already postponed their ceremonies
once and now face more difficult decisions.

Despite the pandemic, church business must continue and you will find details
of our Annual Parochial Church Meetings in this newsletter and on our
website, with poster shortly to be displayed in our buildings. We look forward to
welcoming you via Zoom; something many of us have had to embrace over the
past few months.

Please don't forget the working party at St Bartholomew's, Ubley on
Saturday 3rd October. We look forward to welcoming you, armed with gloves
and gardening tools!

Please note: due to technical difficulties, there will be no online worship from
the Benefice this week. A alternative is suggested below.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

 

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Church Worship this week
Creationtide IV

 

Sunday 27th September, 10:30am 

Church Eucharist in St Andrew's Church, Blagdon.           
 Please book here

Monday 28th September, 10:30am

Morning Prayer, St Michael's, Compton Martin

Wednesday 30th September, 5:30pm 

Evensong sung by the choir, St Andrew's, Blagdon

Thursday 1st October, 12 noon 

Church in the Spirit of Iona, St Bartholomew's, Ubley

To help us all to worship safely in our buildings, please book attendance

for Sunday services via this page and weekday services via this page. Please take

a pen to sign the attendance register when you enter the church building.

To assist NHS Track and Trace, your data will be stored for 21 days after you attend

worship. Full details can be found on our website, or by reading the privacy policy.

We apologise, due to technical issues, there will be
no online worship from the Benefice this week.

To join Wells Cathedral's streamed service at 10am
on Sunday,  please click here

Sunday Reading and Reflection
27 September 2020 - Creationtide IV

Theme: Creationtide 4

Here is a blueprint; here is optimism; here is opportunity; here is confidence;
here is, Jesus Christ

Reading I: Philippians 2.1-13

Imitating Christ’s Humility
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves.  Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to
the interests of others.  Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, he humbled
himself and became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Shining as Lights in the World
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will
and to work for his good pleasure.

Reading 2: Matthew 21.23-32

The Authority of Jesus Questioned
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing
these things, and who gave you this authority?  Jesus said to them, ‘I will also
ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what
authority I do these things.  Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was
it of human origin?’  And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From
heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?”  But if we say,
“Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ 
So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’  And he said to them, ‘Neither will I
tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

The Parable of the Two Sons
‘What do you think?  A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son,
go and work in the vineyard today.”  He answered, “I will not”; but later he
changed his mind and went.  The father went to the second and said the same;
and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go.  Which of the two did the will of
his father?’  They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him,
but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw
it, you did not change your minds and believe him.

A Reflection 
Observing our world today is an invitation to paint an apocalyptic picture of the
future.  It seems clear human beings have disrupted for their own selfish ends
the living systems of the earth; there seems no doubt the climate is changing. 
Despite wonderful gains in medicine and communication there is evidence that
ignorance and wilful blindness, or selfish struggle for gain, has been a major
cause; nor is it inappropriate to feel a dread for the future when we look at our
relationship with the earth and all living creatures.  Christians have been and
are as complicit in the misuse of the earth’s God given gifts of plenty, enough
for our need but not our greed. 

So much of our concentration has been human-centred; we have assumed all
things must give way to human desires; earth strikes back in the realisation that
natural resources are not infinite and their overuse can cause harm.  We have
come, it seems, to a moment of truth; through the letter to the Philippians, St
Paul urges you to ‘work out your own salvation in fear and trembling’. 

So much of recent argument has been about creation itself; few of us feel
confident enough to speak with knowledge of God as the Creator.  Now
perhaps Christians should speak more confidently about how to live confidently
in the eyes of God and to understand that God speaks to us through the
created order it is our duty to maintain and not destroy.  Unimagined storms,
drought, fire, plague, explosions, ceaseless warfare are signs of creation ill at
ease with itself.  St Paul not only offers a blueprint for the Christian to live by,
he has an optimism for the future.  ‘Take to heart among yourselves what you
find in Jesus Christ.’  It may be this is the moment of new opportunity to speak
with confidence of these things in the place where we live.  

A Prayer for Sunday

Lord our God,
you have already done great things for us;
Keep us in your Word.
Let many find the light,
for in this light they may look to you in simple faith and constancy until the end,
when throughout the world we may see your glory and your grace.
Amen.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning from 10:45am, beginning with the sound of church bells and
followed by the reflection at 11am. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Annual Parochial Church Meetings
October 2020

The Annual Parochial Church Meetings in our Benefice will take place on the
following dates:

St Bartholomew’s, Ubley: Monday 19th October 2020 from 7:30pm
St Michael’s, Compton Martin: Tuesday 20th October 2020 from 7:30pm 
St Andrew’s, Blagdon: Wednesday 21st October 2020 from 7:30pm

Notices will be displayed in our church buildings and on our website. Please
click the relevant link above to view the material relevant to your parish.

Following the guidance of the Church of England and to ensure the safety of all
those who wish to attend, the meetings will take place via videoconference. The
Zoom link will be published in the Church Link newsletter on 9th and 16th
October, or can be requested from benefice.bcmu@gmail.com or via the form
on our website.

You should only attend the APCM of the parish where you are on the electoral
roll.

Currently on each PCC there are vacancies for a number of roles including
Churchwardens, elected members of PCC, and Deanery Synod
representatives. Through prayer and discussion with others including Simon,
please consider if you are being called by God to help guide your parish in the
future and shape the role of the Church in our community. A guide to the work
of a PCC can be downloaded by clicking this link.

Nomination forms are available to download below:

Ubley Churchyard
Working Party

Saturday 3rd October, 9.30am  – 11.30am

Whilst the weather is still nice, we would like to tidy up the

churchyard before the winter. Anyone who can spare an hour is

invited to come and help. Please arrive armed with gardening tools

and gloves. We will work in groups of no more than 6.

All help will be greatly appreciated. 

Judith Longhurst

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag with has mazes and puzzles to help young
families to understand the choices that they make for God. It is available as a
printable PDF download by clicking this link.

Prayer within our community

We have been asked to pray for:
In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Giles and his parents Alan and Elaine,
for Neville and Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, Elizabeth,
Nick, Piers, Neil and Margaret.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for the Joyner family, also
for Mathew, Tom and Harry, Ceinwen and Robert.

All-powerful Father, 
God of mercy,
look kindly on us in our suffering.
ease our burden and make our faith strong
that we may always have confidence and trust
in your fatherly care.
Amen

Remembering those who have died:
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Ronald Stevens, Jan Andres, Betty
Silburn, Irene Moore, Chris Preston and Andrea Bonetti, and for their
families and friends who mourn.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com

Copyright © 2020 Benefice of BCMU, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

mailto:benefice.bcmu@gmail.com?subject=Please%20unsubscribe%20me%20from%20Church%20Link&body=Please%20unsubscribe%20me%20from%20Church%20Link
https://www.beneficebcmu.co.uk/copy-of-attend-a-service-week-1
https://www.facebook.com/WellsCathedral/posts/3368199503259476
https://mcusercontent.com/08e905b9907cbf99a7c612bbc/files/e9304a26-b7a6-43af-9967-b5251e5253c3/YCM_27_September_2020.pdf
mailto:priest.bcmu@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20request%20-%2028%20March%202020
mailto:whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk?subject=Request%20for%20support%20-%20Ubley%20Cares
mailto:jl1andjl2@sky.com?subject=Request%20for%20support%20-%20Ubley%20Cares
https://www.facebook.com/beneficeBCMU/
https://www.beneficebcmu.co.uk/
mailto:benefice.bcmu@gmail.com
http://eepurl.com/gW7Q8X
https://us20.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=08e905b9907cbf99a7c612bbc&id=348c2c8e79
https://us20.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=08e905b9907cbf99a7c612bbc&id=348c2c8e79
javascript:;

