
Good morning.

A good story stays in the memory.  You might remember some stories from the Hebrew Scripture; 
there are several in the book ‘Daniel’.  And today we would market Daniel as a collection of short 
stories; the first would be a modern person’s manifesto in support of vegetarianism; then about a 
dream; then a man thrown to the Lions; then three men thrown into a furnace; in neither case 
were they harmed. 

Like many good stories they shine a light on the times and the society in which they are written.  I 
want to look at the book of Daniel and say how it connects with today.

Although the stories are set during the great dispersion of the Jewish people into exile, they 
present issues which have been very much alive for the Jews ever since; they have also relevance 
for Christian existence also.  You must understand that the book Daniel itself, came into being 
centuries after the times in which it is set.  It was politically wise to do so; and safer for the author 
to get a message across.  To set the book of Daniel at about 165 years before the Birth of Christ 
instead of 500 BCE makes sense; Daniel is not a sixth century before Christ predictor of the 
future; if that is how you look at the book you may miss the impact and lessons for those trying to 
live a faithful life.  

What might those lessons be?  

The Jewish people came to live in a Gentile (an Alien) culture.  They have moved from the land 
where all had the same nationality - a shared culture and language and common faith - to become a 
minority group in a society where the world view was very different.

They were not slave; on the contrary they enjoyed high position in government - Daniel was 
second only to the king.  He does not counsel withdrawing from the company of pagans into a 
closed community of believers to keep the faith pure.  These dwellers in a strange land, as the 
writer of the psalms says, have something very precious and important to contribute to society, 
and all benefit from it.  They say ‘yes’ to the world, for it is God’s world; and it is good.

It is true that life interwoven with an alien culture presents serious problems for those intending 
to remain faithful.  There are points where Judaism may not compromise with paganism.  That is a 
theme in the story about kosher food.  The worship of idols is a big issue; a good outcome is 
threatened.  Each story reminds the Jew who lives in the Gentile society that the time comes when 
to remain faithful may mean livelihood and even life itself is under threat.  The stories in the book 
of Daniel say you can remain faithful and that optimism has its outcome in such a deliverance as 
Daniel experienced from the lions.
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So I ask, if we have anything in common with the people of these stories?  There may be only a 
lingering hope that our culture supports Christian values.  Christian morality tends to be ignored 
and matters of theology of little interest.  The Church however, continues to fascinate.  Many 
observe the veneer of Christian culture is peeling away; it is possibly the case that we are, where 
the Jews of the Babylonian exile once were. 

Christians must face up to that and ask what we should do.  Do we force a return to where we 
think we once were: a political cry was once ‘back to basics’.  The heroes of the book of Daniel do 
not say that.  We might withdraw.  Some Christian groups do just that.  You say and believe special 
things to be allowed to join.  That is sectarian, exclusive and it is not the way of Daniel.  Or…

Each Christian woman or man co-operates for good with all that is wholesome, all that is good in a 
non-Christian culture.  You might contribute with enterprises that have care and concern, justice 
and peace as their aim and consequence.  You will anticipate that your faith places you in dangerous 
places.

What I have described is the real situation for Christians in many countries today including our 
own.  A colleague of mine and friend of yours, with care and prayerfulness, keeps our Church 
Family aware of the persecution of Christians throughout the world - places like Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Iraq, America, Turkey and again ours, to name but a few.  (Go online and visit barnabasfund.org who 
among many Christian organisations will inform of the reality of your fellow human beings who 
because of a faith in God are persecuted.)

For those of us who have a relationship with God, the issues facing Daniel are ours.  And we must 
ask ourselves how far we will go in accommodating who we are and what we believe to the beliefs 
and lifestyles of a world that has no God at the centre.  It is there you live - work and leisure - and 
each story in the Book of Daniel warns you that there are limits and you may be hurt if you hold 
to your Godly principles. 

So I ask this question, how powerful is the temptation to compromise?  

In the story of the ‘Lions’ Den’ the king is Daniel’s friend.  The king was tricked into signing a law 
that interfered with Daniel’s custom of prayer.  Could he have not found the compromise - it was 
only a short time?  No, was the answer.  This resistance to a friend, reminds you that sometimes the 
strongest temptation of all, comes not from those who hate you, but from those who like you; they 
do not intend harm, but their ways are different.  Resistance is painful for everyone.

So to end!  

In these stories God comes to the rescue and they have a happy ending; but, and with good reason, 
you say, ‘life is not like that’.  What we have to remember however, is that the final form of this 
book came around 165 years before Christ; a time of very fierce persecution when King Antiochus 
4 Epiphanes, attempted to irradiate the Jewish faith.  Scriptures were destroyed; worship was 
forbidden; observance of the Sabbath prohibited - the day of religious observance and abstinence 
from work, kept by Jews from Friday evening to Saturday evening.  



Think on this for moment - the one who presents these stories with their happy endings 
presented them to a people who knew nothing about happy endings.  God was not stepping in to 
help them.  But if they heard the word of God in these stories and brought them into their own 
scriptures and thus into ours, perhaps we should listen carefully before we dismiss and say, ‘but we 
know better.’  It seems we do not.

Thank you for listening

Prayer
Written by Eddie Askew, and adapted by me, here is a prayer to God.

God, do we know better; 
are we really better on our own?

I don’t think so God.
But its hard,
it’s dammed hard following you.
Sometimes,
I wonder Lord, 
if you really understand 
what it’s like being us - being me.

The tensions we live with.
The pressures that build up.
Blowing us all ways at once.
Making us want to scream
like a safety valve letting off steam.

God, do we know better; 
are we really better on our own?

I don’t think so God.
But I don’t want to be different.
I’d much rather run with the herd.
Be part of the other crowd.
Unnoticed.  Accepted.
Sticking out like a sore thumb is dangerous.
It gets hurt.
Snagged on the barbs of conformity.

God, do we know better; 
are we really better on our own?



I know I am just spouting off God.
And I do this, 
when I forget it happened to you;
when I am full of my own self-pity.
And God, I can almost hear you echoing my words.
Saying to me
“I wonder if you really understand
what it’s like being me”.

Forgive me, God.
I’ve got it the wrong way round again.
If anyone found it tough, you did.
If anyone was rejected, you were.
And as for standing out in the crowd - 
You got more than a sore thumb.
On the cross.

This is your story.
I’ve been sharing with the people who listen.
They know about it.

On the cross.
And that was for us.
Each of us.
And for you mother and family.
What seems like rejecting them
was just one step
in the painful progress to the cross.
And beyond.
One step in which rejection was rejected,
one step through which we’re all
drawn to you in love.

A new community in you.
Open to all.
Mothers, fathers, children.
Us.
Me.

God, do we know better; 
are we really better on our own?
No.

Amen.


