Growing Ministry Energised by Faith

Studying the Bible

(or if you want to call it something else ‘Using the Bible’)

A series on how to
engage with your Bible
and let the BOOK that we read, read us.
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All Christians though have agreed on the same Canon of twenty-seven Christian Scripture books.

The books in the library were written over a period from about 1000 years before Jesus was born
to about 70 to 100 years after his death. Some of these “volumes” are:

* mere two-page letters, like the one to Philemon;

* others are much more substantial epistles, stories and testimonies;
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* several are complicated literary documents in which an editor has put together different
sources, accounts and interpretations of the same series of events, for example the books of
Genesis and Exodus;

* the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John were such a new type of literature that for a
long time people did not know what to call them;

* there are volumes in this library, like the book of Psalms or the books of Isaiah and Jeremiah,
which consists of small, separate libraries in themselves;

* and, you will find in it history, poetry, prophecy and law.

But, if you see the Bible in the first place as ‘only’ a book, as a collection of literary documents only,
you do no justice to how the biblical traditions of faith have functioned in the course of history,
and how God uses human literature to be a vehicle of God’s word.

Wonder for a moment, how the masses of people had access to the biblical messages before book
printing was invented in the I5% century? For although biblical manuscripts existed in the
centuries before that, they were rare and costly. Moreover, a large percentage of Church members
could not read. The bibles as a manuscript or a book remained a treasure inaccessible to them.
Yet they also did “Bible study”, though in ways which we may not immediately recognise as such,
because for most of us both the term “Bible” and “study” have almost exclusively literary

connotations.
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Open up the Bible and you find each book is split into chapters and verses making it easier to find
your way round. Here is an example:

1 Samuel || 17. || 1-12
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This refers to the first book of chapter verses
Samuel (there are 2 of them) number 17 1-12

Here are a few passages for you to read. Try them and after you have read them, maybe make a
note in the spaces below of what you think the passage is about; what you think its meaning is.
Then write down whether you think the passage has anything to tell you about you, about the
world, about God. There are no right answers to seek. Just get a feel for engaging in the passage
and interpreting it. If | may offer one piece of advice, listen for God’s voice speaking to you in the
passages.
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Here are the passages:

| Samuel 17

Psalm 139.1-8

Act 42




