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God our Father,
whose Word has come among us
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:
may the light of faith illumine our hearts
and shine in our words and deeds;
through him who is Christ the Lord.
Amen

Post Communion Prayer for Christmas Day

We hope that you will be able to join our Church family for a Christmas
Thanksgiving with Carols on Christmas morning. These will be held outside all
three of our parish churches at 10am. No booking necessary. Come and share
some Christmas joy.

For those unable to join worship in person on, Bishop Ruth will be broadcasting
a Christmas Day Eucharist, available on the Diocesan Youtube channel and
live-streamed on their Facebook page.

There will be no weekday services next week in our Benefice but a Church
Eucharist will be held at St Andrew's on 3rd January. Epiphany will be
celebrated on January 10th.

Thank you to everyone who has supported worship in our churches this
Christmas, including those who organised the Christingle
party, musicians, welcomers, worship leaders, and those who prepared our
churches put up and decorated our Christmas trees.

May you know God’s comfort and, in whatever your
circumstances, be surprised by God’s joy.

Merry Christmas

Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Christmas Season

Church Sunday Worship
 
Sunday 27th December

9:00am - Church of England national online worship via this link
10:30am - Church Sunday Eucharist, St Michael's, Compton
Martin
11:00am - Isolation Station Radio Broadcast

To help us all worship safely, please book for the Sunday Eucharist via this form on
our website. Provided you give consent, your details will be stored for 21 days to
assist NHS Track and Trace, in line with our privacy policy.

Reading and Reflection
Friday 25 December 2020

Christmas Day

Theme: Christmas Day

The account given by St Luke of the Birth of Jesus has entered the
unconscious mind for generations; it has illuminated the winter feast for
centuries past. St Mark makes no mention of Jesus’ birth, so we are at a loss to
understand how the account came to be.  In the early days of the Church it
seems it had no special place; it is not unfair to speculate that Doctor Luke
heard an account from the lips of Jesus’ mother, Mary.

Reading: Luke 2:1-7 - The Birth of Jesus

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. A ll went to their own towns to be registered.
 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.

A Reflection 

Set against the wonderful things that had happened at and after the first Easter
it seems clear there was a call to explain Jesus’ birth and it is not hard to
understand why its glory was wrapped in choirs of angels, bright lights and
shepherds.  The question, ‘what does it mean?’ was already being asked. 

A birth is always a time for some anxiety before and great joy after.  Very few
people are not moved at the sight, perhaps only on a television screen, or the
thought of a new-born baby.  Such a sight invokes wonder as well as joyful
thanksgiving; such a sight is also a picture of helplessness and dependence.  A
new-born baby cannot feed or protect himself; she cannot clean herself.  For
the baby the only option, in discomfort or pain, is to cry for help.  

For all who believe that the Word of God became real in the baby of Bethlehem
the thought of that baby born, homeless, helpless, in a manger both astonishes
the mind and touches the heart.  You cannot avoid the impossible mystery that
God comes among us and is speaking to you through extreme weakness and
dependence.

Your mind will often rebel against dependency; in Bethlehem, the hard,
overbearing dominating images of God are dispelled.  Through the dependent
child of Bethlehem we have a glimpse of the gentleness, the weakness, and
yes, the folly of God.  Look now with fresh eyes on all human dependence,
weakness, and frustration; there is lot of it about; we should not be ashamed of
it in ourselves nor despise it is others.  God chooses the weak things of the
world to overthrow the things that are strong. 

A Prayer for Sunday

Almighty God,
you have given us your only-begotten Son
to take our nature upon him
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:
grant that I, who have been born again
and made your child by adoption and grace,
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

Sunday Worship
27 December 2020

There will be no worship broadcast from St Andrew's on Sunday 27th
December. You are welcome to join the Church of England's online worship for
the First Sunday of Christmas at 9am. Full details, including a downloadable
Order of Service and live stream can be found by clicking here. 
Alternatively, for worship more locally, you can join the Harptrees service at
10am via this link.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

This week's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday 27th December, beginning with the sound of church bells at 10:45am
and with the talk beginning at 11:00pm. You can also listen to this week's
recording on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

Sunday's Young Church Mag is packed with puzzles and colouring on the
theme of Christmas. It's available as a printable PDF download by clicking this
link. 

Paul and Rachel's final broadcast can be heard on Christmas Day.
This Christmas may be very different to the one we had planned even
a few weeks ago, but their podcast is guaranteed to raise a smile and
remind us of the true wonder of Christmas Day.
Thank you to Rachel, Paul and all their guests for all the music, news,
stories and even the jokes which have accompanied us throughout
Advent on our journey to Christmas Day. 

HereComesChristmas.net

Prayer within our community

We have been asked to pray for:
In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Joy, Max, for Alan and Elaine,
for Michelle, Britta and her parents Roger and Kathy, Elizabeth, Nick, Piers,
Neil and Margaret.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Mathew, Tom and Harry,
Ceinwen and Robert.

We pray for Bishop Peter as he continues chemotherapy following
his diagnosis of acute myeloid leukaemia. We pray for God's healing grace for
Bishop Peter and also for Jane, his wife, and all his family that they continue to
know God's love and and strength through this difficult time. We pray also for
Bishop Ruth as she postpones her sabbatical and leads the Bishops' staff. We
pray for all those being treated for illness at this time.

Remembering those who have died:
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Giles Barwick, Neville Machin, Hilary
Allen and for their families and friends who mourn.

Holy Jesus,
by being born one of us,
and lying humbly in a manger,
you show how much God loves the world.
Let the light of your love always shine in our hearts,
until we reach our home in heaven,
and see you on your throne of glory.
Amen.

If you have someone or something that you would like us to pray for, your
requests can be passed onto them and included in our prayers. Please click
here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Support during Covid-19
Email: caroblagdon@gmail.com
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