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Creator God, you made us all in your image:
may we discern you in all that we see,
and serve you in all that we do;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Alternative collect for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity

We are extremely pleased to publish details below of weekday worship in our
church buildings which will begin in August. Please read the information on
booking and if you have any queries or comments, contact the Church Office
for support. Our Sunday Worship will remain online throughout August, with
details published in Church Link.
Please also see below for the Sunday reading and reflection, details of the
Isolation Station Radio broadcast, Young Church mag, answers to Nigel's
Simon quiz, and news of St Hugh's opening times for visitors from this Sunday.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Important Information
Church buildings opening for weekday worship

from Monday 3rd August 

We are very pleased to announce that you will be able to attend worship in our
three main church buildings from Monday 3rd August. Please see the revised
opening times and details of services in the poster below. You are welcome to
attend in any of buildings, or in all three every week, and we hope that you will
enjoy the different styles of worship offered. Sunday worship will remain online
during August whilst the options for streaming services are explored.

Please note that the churches are open on different days to those
previously advertised for individual prayer.

Please observe the following guidelines to help everyone to stay safe:

To help us manage numbers attending, please let us know which services
you will attend by filling in this form on our website. Bookings must be
made by 6pm on Sunday 2nd August for the first three services, to allow
time for us to organise seating within bubbles. 
You are strongly advised and encouraged to wear a face covering inside
 church buildings.
Please observe 2m social distancing and sanitise your hands upon
entering and exiting the building.
To assist NHS Track and Trace we would like to record your data when
you attend worship. Please tick the consent box on the online form, and
leave your contact details on the register when you attend worship.
Please sanitise hands prior to using the pen.
Your data will be stored for 21 days after you attend worship. Full details
can be found on our website, or by reading the privacy policy.

Sunday Worship
26 July 2020

Please join us for Sunday worship for the Seventh Sunday after Trinity, led by
Simon via a vimeo link on our website. Please click the link on
Sunday morning at 9:50am to join our Church family.

As usual, our worship will be followed by 'virtual' coffee and chat
via Zoom from 10:30 - 11am. We are very much enjoying these opportunities to
see each other. If you haven't joined us yet, please consider meeting us online
through the links below.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4616809429?pwd=TzAvZFdVQzBKekJYU0xNR1lTK1g5dz09

If prompted to enter a meeting ID or password, these are as follows:
Meeting ID: 461 680 9429
Password: BCMU06

Sunday Reading and Reflection
26 July 2020 - Trinity VII

The Kingdom of God is like…

It is not certain when St Matthews Gospel was written; probably, we think,
around 70CE - that is nearly 40 years after Christ’s death.  Today you read bits
of a much longer passage containing seven parables all brought together as a
continuous read.  

Reading: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree,
so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’

The Parable of the Yeast

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was
leavened.’

Three Parables

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and
put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.  So it will be at the end of the
age.  The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

Treasures New and Old

‘Have you understood all this?’  They answered, ‘Yes.’  And he said to them,
‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what
is old.’

A Reflection 

It seems plausible that the writer of Matthew gathered this collection of parables
after hearing them told and retold within the new Christian Community.  They
were remembered and told as encouragement soon after those dreadful and
then life transforming events of 30 years before.  

In his role as editor, Matthew has bundled them together.  After the longer
parables of the Sower and the 'good seed spoilt by weeds', the Kingdom of
Heaven is described in ‘staccato parables’, as a mustard seed; yeast; buried
treasure; a pearl of great price; a net cast into the sea.  They make sense.

Jesus's method, ‘he never spoke to them except in parable’, is a model for us
to follow.  A good story, well told, resonates with your own experience, invites
you to think deeply and to respond carefully.  Matthew said it was ‘to fulfil the
saying of the prophet; ‘I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things kept
secret since the world as made.’

A Prayer for Sunday 

Lord of all power and might,
the author and giver of all good things:
graft in my heart the love of your name,
increase in me true religion,
nourish me with all goodness,
keep me and all your children in the same;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

Simon's recording for the Ring of Bells' radio station will be broadcast on
Sunday morning from 10:45am, beginning with the sound of church bells and
followed by the reflection at 11am. You can also listen to this week's recording
'Day by Day' on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag with a dot-to-dot, maze and crossword to
help young families to learn about the Parables of the Kingdom is available as
a printable PDF download by clicking this link.

The 'Simon' Quiz!

This is a bit of fun as well as a serious quiz with apologies to anyone of
that name.

All the answers in this quiz have a connection with the name Simon
although some might be a derivative of that name so you need some
lateral thinking to find the correct solution. Some detective work might
be required so have fun as you discover.

So how well did you discover these or did you find someone else that you
thought might fit the description?

This week's Connect e-magazine from the Diocese of Bath and Wells, with full
details on the Church of England's revised guidance relating to Covid-19, the new
series of Black Lives Matter talks at Wells Cathedral and the appointment of a new
chief executive for the Diocese, can be read in full by clicking this link.

St Hugh's opens to visitors

This little chapel on the top of the Mendips at Charterhouse will be open
to visitors again every Sunday afternoon from 2 to 5pm from 26th July
until 27th September. This building is listed grade 2* and a real gem in its
idyllic setting. The unassuming outside of the building belies the quite
spectacular Arts and Craft style interior.
There is parking available outside, or why not have a walk and call in and
see the chapel?
Sadly at the moment we are unable to serve teas and the toilet is closed.
We are taking all necessary precautions with respect to Covid-19.

Penny Crawfurd

Some of the residents in Blagdon have been working extra hard in our gardens
and on our allotments this summer and we have some produce surplus to our
requirements. St Andrew's Church are planning to hold a sale of produce,
vegetables, fruit, cakes and preserves etc on a Saturday morning in aid of the
church funds. For those unable to go out because they are shielding, orders will
be taken and delivered to your door. Please telephone Penny Crawfurd on
01761 462418.

Please look out for further details and confirmation of the date and venue on
posters which will be put up around the village.

Prayer within our community

Please pray for Philippa and Richard who are preparing for their marriage
ceremony in St Michael's Church, Compton Martin on Saturday 1st August. 

In the Parish of Blagdon, please pray for Jan Andres, who is now exceptionally
frail, for Britta, Roger and Kathy, Elizabeth, Nick, Piers, Neil and Margaret. Also
for the repose of the the soul of Ronald Stevens.
In the Parish of Ubley, please pray for Richard, and for Kim, who is improving
after being knocked from her bike.
In the Parish of Compton Martin, please pray for Mathew, Tom and
Harry, Ceiwen and Robert.

O holy Jesus,
Most merciful Redeemer,
friend and brother,
May I know Thee more clearly,
Love Thee more dearly,
And follow Thee more nearly,
Day by day.
Amen.

Our prayer teams continue to operate. If you have someone or something that
you would like us to pray for, your requests can be passed onto them and
included in our prayers. Please click here to send us your requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Landline: 462169
Mobile: 07768 725380  speak to Melloney Kaye
Email: standrewchurchwarden.bcmu@gmail.com
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