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On the day I called, you answered me,
   you increased my strength of soul. 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
   you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;
you stretch out your hand,
   and your right hand delivers me. 
The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me;
   your steadfast love, O Lord, endures for ever.

Excerpts from Psalm 138

Welcome to Church Link. This week we received the positive news that
priests, following strict precautions, will be allowed to re-enter church buildings.
Whilst our four churches remain closed to the public, we are working hard to
consider the appropriate measures to allow us to move forward and discussing
the implications for our Church family.
This week's Church Link features regular articles, including links to Sunday
Worship, the weekly Bible reading with reflection and the Isolation Station radio
broadcast. We also have details of regular streamed worship from Bishop Peter
and Bishop Ruth and a new Diocesan newsletter, Connect, together with a
quiz from Nigel to keep your minds active.

Yours in Fellowship,
Revd. Simon Lewis
Laura Williams

If you would prefer not to receive electronic communications from us, please unsubscribe here.

Banner created by the children of key workers at one of Somerset's
Church of England Primary Schools, for a ward at Weston Hospital.

Sunday Worship and Daily Prayer
17 May 2020

Tomorrow's Sunday worship, led by Simon will be available via a vimeo link on
our website. Please click the link tomorrow morning at 10am to join
our Church family.

Bishop Peter and Bishop Ruth will be offering a recorded Sunday
Reflection and a live-streamed mid-week Eucharist. These are available
on both the Diocesan Facebook Page and on the homepage of their website,
with downloadable service sheets available here.

Sunday Reading and Reflection
17 May 2020 - Easter 6

When the COVID-19 crisis is over, and it will be, shall we be transformed? 

John 14:15-21

The Promise of the Holy Spirit

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever.  This is the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him.  You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  On
that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me;
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and
reveal myself to them.'

A Reflection 

Until they saw the Lord they had cowered behind closed doors, controlled by
fear.  They feared the authorities, Jewish and Roman.  They feared the power
of the courts, the soldiers and the mob.  They feared their own faithlessness
and their own inadequacy.  Until they saw Jesus they viewed the world as
everyone else did.  When they had seen him they began to turn the world
upside down; they knew another reality, one more true, more strong, more
compelling than all that had paralysed them with fear.  Jesus had risen, Jesus
was Lord.

What I have described could also be the Church today; and among those the
persons I have described is myself and you.  Today, now, Jesus stands among
us.  Do not be silent about that.  The marks of his suffering are still there.  They
are the suffering of the poor and the oppressed, the victims of violence, loss
and bereavement, those in pain, the betrayed, the dispossessed.  He knows
us, he knows our fears.  We fear economic hardship and diminishing
resources; we fear the enmity between race and colour and creed; we fear the
growing gulf between rich and poor in the world and in our nation; we fear the
violence that stalks within us and around us; we fear the ways in which any
remedy might affect our lives; we fear the cost of our own conversion.  Then is
the time to remember; ‘perfect love casts out fear.’

A Prayer for Sunday 

God our Redeemer,
you have delivered me and all humanity from the power of darkness
and brought us all into the kingdom of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us 
he may raise us to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Ringers' Radio
Isolation Station

Simon's recordings for the Ring of Bells' radio station are broadcast on
Sunday mornings from 10:45am, beginning with the sound of church bells and
followed by the reflection at 11am. You can also listen to this week's recording
'A Shattering Message' on our website, by clicking on the image below.

Children's Corner

This week's Young Church Mag with colouring, codes and puzzles on the
theme of love is available as a printable PDF download by clicking this link.

Brainteasers

The answers to Nigel's last quiz, 'Nature in a religious context' can be found
by clicking this link.
This week Nigel has created another colourful quiz. Similar to the previous
theme, but this time it focusses on our response to God’s created world with all
its splendour and challenges. The questions are multiple choice so the answers
are there; so how many will be a surprise? Printable PDF available here.

Pictures are for illustrative purposes only, not clues to the answers!

God's Creation Quiz

Our Diocese is trying to keep us well informed and connected, which is
particularly important whilst we are socially distanced. You can sign up for a
weekly bulletin here to receive a round up of news, remote services to join and
resources to support your spiritual and mental wellbeing. The most recent
edition of Connect, featuring 'Faith on the Front Line: Video Diaries from Key
Workers', can be read by clicking here.

Prayer within our community

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Philip Merridale who passed away last
week; also for his wife Anne, children Clare, Catherine and David, and their
partners Barry, Frank and Sam. As the funeral will be a quiet ceremony, a
memorial service will be held when this becomes possible.

Our prayer teams continue to operate remotely. If you have someone or
something that you would like us to pray for, your requests can be passed
onto them and included in our prayers. Please click here to send us your
requests.

Community Support and Help Details

Support is available in all our villages for anyone who is self-isolating:

For those who live in Ubley

Ubley Cares
Landline: 463509  speak to Wes Hallam
Email: whallam@ubleyparish.co.uk
Landline: 462827  speak to Jonathan Longhurst
Email: jl1andjl2@sky.com

For those who live in Compton Martin:

Coronavirus support in Compton Martin Parish
Email: comptonmartin.cv@gmail.com
Landline: 221415  speak to Jean Luckett
Mobile: 07968 861118  speak to Jean Luckett
Email: peterandjeanluckett@gmail.com
Landline:  220102  speak to Rachel Branston

For those who live in Blagdon:

Blagdon Community Link
Landline: 462169
Mobile: 07768 725380  speak to Melloney Kaye
Email: standrewchurchwarden.bcmu@gmail.com
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